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Pioneer Park approved by commission

PARK, from Page 1

$1,000 from afarm family and an-
other for $500, plus many smaller
donations.

“There is some enthusiasm for
gettinganew entranceandit comes
from acrossthe community.”

“1f wecut thisback, will thecom-
munity fill in?” Blume asked.

“Wearenot goingtostopraising
money,” Tromble said, “and more
will comeintime.”

Blume agreed that the donations
showed the community interest.

“Thisisachanceto get that part
of town brought up to shape,”
Blume said. “1 challenge the town
to help finishthisproject.”

“Wecan't spend money wedon’t
have,” Commissioner Jim Mull
said. “Option 11ooksgoodto meif
weandoit.”

“We can add on later,” Garcia
said. “I called the Wal-Mart man-
ager and talked to him about any
possibility of helping. He told me
about an annual grant program the
city might consider.

“This project has been on hold,
and we need to get it moving. As
time goes on, we will add what we
can. | will make the motion to ap-
proveoptiononeaspresented by the
steff.”

Themotionwassecond by Dave
Daniels, commissioner member,
and the mayor asked if there were
any other questions.

“1 would like to address thisis-
sue,” said Dave Walker, employee
of theKit Carson Correctiona Cen-
ter whoisacandidatefor city com-
mission. “We have had another
business that has closed on Main
(Scooters) and another hasgone up
for sale (Cowboy Loop).

“1 do not seetheneed to create a
new park. If we don’t change the
economics, that new park will bean
entranceto aghost town.

“Thisisalift station, and when
the city recovers, we can consider
doing apark. We have too much of

The city commission had three options to con-
sider Monday to deal with Pioneer Park.

Option 1 was to accept the low base bid from
Miller Construction not to exceed $407,574 and
authorizethestaff to negotiatewith Millertoreduce
the cost by $30,000.

The change would eliminate the drinking foun-
tain, reduce the landscape trees and shrubs by half
and eliminatethelawn sprinkler system but keep a
drip system for the trees and shrubs. The other
change would be to have the seed mix be all buf-
falograss, withnoextracost, tokeep downtheneed
for sprinklers.

With the changes, City Manager Ron Pickman
said, the cost, including engineering, would be
$481,074. The memo said the money would come
from afederal grant ($100,000), interest earned
($17,218), Kansas Department of Transportation
funds($110,252), Pioneer Park donations($2,549),
leftover money fromaerial photo project ($10,000),
a Crimestoppers donation ($10,000), charitable
trust donations($7,897), aFirst National Bank do-
nation ($10,000) and K ansasDepartment of Trans-

Citys options on Pioneer Park

tion specifications. Pickman's memo said thisop-
tionwould probably increasecosts, eliminateitems
or reducethe project. Thiswould bringtheoverall
cost estimatefor theproj ect to $435.854. Under this
option, Pickman said the city would lose the
Crimestoppersdonation ($10,000) and may |osethe
First National Bank donation ($10,000), reducing
theavailablefundsto $457,915.

“This option does not reduce the overall cost by
alargeamount,” Pickman said, “but it does elimi-
nate substantial parts of the project — mainly the
fence. Under this option, there is no guarantee the
priceswill not increase dueto the reduction of the
project. Thisoption requiresare-bid that would be
opento any contractor wishing to submit abid.”

Option 3would reducethe scope of the project.
There-design project would eliminatemajor items
such as fencing, a hike-and-bike path, landscape
treesand shrubsand theirrigation system.

The project would still include the excavation,
compaction, retaining wall, seeding, temporary
sediment barrier, temporary ditch check, lift station,
concretefor drainageincluding theinlet and storm

$477,915.

tionsto cover that amount.

portation grant ($210,000). The total of these are

That leaves a shortfall of $3,084, and Pickman
said hefelt thecity staff couldfind that much or the
Rev. Gene Tromble might gather additional dona-

Option 2 wasto reduce the scope of the project
and get new bids using Department of Transporta-

sewer, welcomesign, signlighting, electrical con-
duit, transformer, secondary electrical system and
manhol e extension.

Pickman said thisoptionwould cost $180,000to
$200,000. Under thelast option, thecity wouldlose
the state grant of $210,000, the Crimestoppers
$10,000 andtheFirst National Bank $10,000, |eav-
ing theavailablefunding at $247,915.

atax burden now.”

“| agree with you on some of
thosepoints,” Billinger said. “| be-
lieve we can negotiate with Miller
toget thisdone.”

“There was awide disparity on
theset-upcosts,” Walker said. “ This
could have been a misunderstand-
ing of the specifications. It would
seemtobesimpleto put thelift sta-
tioninand do the minimum.

“Taxesarenot going down. What
is the least we can do on this
project?’

Pickman said the state has given
the$210,000grant for thelandscap-
ing, plantsand hike-and-biketrail.

“We have to do that for the
$210,000,” Pickman said.

Darin Neufeld, project engineer
with Evans, Bierly, Hutchison and
Associates, said Option 1isnot a
renegotiation of the project. The
way itwashid, hesaid, thechanges
arejust an adjustment in the quan-
tity of unitsinthebiditems.

Walker asked Neufeld if the
project could becut downand keep
the state grant.

Neufeld said thetotal participat-
ing cost hasto stay over $300,000
tokeepthe$210,000, with $90,000
fromthecity.

Walker saidthatiswhat heistalk-

ing about cutting out al the “non-
participating” parts to cut the
project down to the minimum.

“That would cut out all thethings
the people are contributing to the
new park for,” Tromblesaid.

Mayor Billinger called a halt to
thediscussionand asked City Clerk
Mary Volk to call theroll. The re-
sult wasunanimous5-0to approve
option 1.

Thenext stepwill befor Pickman
tositdownwith Miller.

He said if the negotiations fail,
the city will haveto consider step-
pingback tooption2anddoingare-
bid.

City health insurance costs drop 8 percent

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The City Commission and city
employeesgot good newsM onday
when the health insurance renewal
cameinwith an 8 percent decrease
incost for thisyear.

Charles Krull, area representa-
tivefor BlueCrossand Blue Shield,
told the commission the decrease
was because the city employees
were not abusing the health insur-
ancesystem, andtherewerenot any
large claimsover the past year.

“Your estimated cost for thisyear
iswithin $4 of what the total was
two yearsago,” Krull said. “ Some
of the changes in deductible and
stoplossmadethreeyearsago have
had apositiveimpact.”

Thecity hasapartly self-funded
health plan where the city handles

all the claims up to $15,000 and a
“stoploss’ policy from Blue Cross
that kicks in after the $15,000 is
reached.

Krull said the city has 44 family
and 16 singles participating in the
plan. It has a$500 deductible with
a maximum out-of-pocket cost of
$1,500 for afamily. The plan pro-
videsfor an 80-20 cost share up to
$1,000andthereisa$10officevisit
copay.

City employees have a dental
planthat pays100 percent of check-
upsand 50 percent of dental work,
with a$25 deductible.

“We are expecting lessthana 1
percent change in claims,” Krull
said.

Hesaidtheoverall costtothecity
isexpected to drop about 8 percent
while the trend is running 12-13

percent upward nationally and 7-8
percent up around the state.

He said the city employees all
should have a new identification
card with arandom number which
replacesthe Social Security number
asan account identifier.

“Theidea of changing the num-
ber isto reduce the threat of iden-
tity theft,” Krull said. “ Thefederal
regulationscall for thechangetobe
made by next year, but we decided
to get it done as quickly as pos-
sible”

Thecommissionersunanimously
approved renewing the employee
health insurance.

In other business, the commis-
sion:

* Appointed Roxie Cabral, who
worksfor the Regional Prevention
Center in Colby and handles the

Food, fun brings people together

CHAMBER, from Page 1

RasureDolt Center, will bethenew
treasurer; and the newest board
member, Karen Ginther of Western
State Bank, will be secretary.
Other board members include
Joshua Dechant, Bankwest; Dar-
rick Leiker of High Plains Office
Supply; DebbieReed, HaydenInc.;
Ken Clouse, Northwest K ansas
Technical College president; and
Kizer.

Wardenwill giveguestsaCham-

ber update, including areview of
the past year and an outline for the
upcoming year.

“1"mlooking forwardto proving
what we' vedoneand accomplished
last year,” shesaid.

Membership plaquesandstickers
for thisyear will be handed out by
Warden after Siemens finishes.
Swager saidthey will allow micro-
phone time for individual busi-
nessesto recognize employees.

Board members agreed the ban-
quetisnot only atimefor businesses

to come together and mingle, but
also achance to make their voices
heard inthe Chamber.
Throughout the night, Swager
said, they plan to have a projector
presentation set up with photos of
last year's Chamber events. She
will start the presentation and then
let the picturesloop al night. The
board plans to set up atableto ac-
cept donations for the July 4 Free-
dom Fest and to offer potential
members information on the ben-
efitsof joining the Chamber.

Prevention of Early Childhood
Abuseand Neglect for 11 counties
including Sherman County, to re-
placeCrisLovingtonontheNorth-
west Kansas Community Correc-
tionsboard.

» Approved having the Kansas
Municipal Energy Agency do an
electricratestudy of thecity system
at acost of $2,000 between March
toMay, withresultsready beforethe
budget process.

* Approved upgrading thetelem-
etry for thewater system at acost of
$68,980. The project will include
new equipment at thestandpipeand
al thewells.

+ Approvedthelow bid of $3,650
fromFinley Motorsfor atopper for
the fire department rescue truck.
Dan Brenner Ford-Mercury bid
$3,718.
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City makeover planned
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pick up metal objectslikeoldap-
pliances.

On Saturday, April, 23, hesaid,
thegroupwill cleanuparoundthe
highway entrancesto thecity.

“We need everybody in the
community involved,” hesaid, “if
thisisgoing to beasuccess.”

Heexpectssomepeopletotake
their owntrashtothedumponthe
cleanup days, but not everyone
candoit ontheir own.

Thecity likestheidea, hesaid,
but they may haveliability issues
with employees helping withthe
effort. Clouse hopes some city
employees will volunteer their
time on aSaturday.

“We' re asking other commu-
nity peopletostepupanddothis,”
he said, adding that he expects
membersof theChamber boardto
volunteer their time.

“l really believe we have to
show the leadership and set the
example,” hesaid.

isto get vacant properties and
run-down areas of town cleaned
up.

“Itisanenormousproject,” he
added.

Board member Debbie Reed
recalled the success of the“junk
parade’ afew yearsago. Shesaid
alot of the town service organi-
zations got involved and col-
lected alot of trash.

Clouse said he hasalist of or-
ganizations, including theLions
Club, Kiwanis, Veterans of For-
eignWars, sororitiesand more, to
approach for help. Board mem-
ber TremonKizer volunteeredto
speak with high school service
club sponsorsto enlist help.

Toadvertisetheevent, Clouse
said, the committee plansto put
public serviceannouncementson
theradio, televisionchannelsand
in the newspaper. He said they
want to put mention of theclean-
up in the Chamber newsletter,
church bulletins, the Sugar Hills
Golf Club newsletter and any

Thecommittee’'sgoal, hesaid, iher publication.

Homestead Realty/

Bane Auction

ABSOLUTE SALE FOR THE
BARBARA LOVELACE ESTATE

Saturday, Feb. 19,
VFW Hall, 824 Main, Goodland, Kan.
STARTING TIME 9:30 a.m. sharp.

Thisis another sale where the hall will be full with something for
everyone. Lunch served by the VFW Auxiliary so plan on spend-
ing the day.

VEHICLE (sellingatapprox. 1 pm) 1991 Pontiac Bonneuville,
4dr, V-8, 78,260 one owner miles
FURNITURE:
Lighted Oak glass curio hutch; Nice tan and flowered sofa;
Sofasleeper; 2 matchingrecliner - rockers; Tan swivel rocker;
Mauve glider rocker; Lighted corner curio hutch; Wood drop
leaf table with 4 chairs; Wood drop leaf table with 2 chairs;
Kitchentable with 4 chairs; High back chair; Double bed with
chest, night stand; Twin Bed; 2 night stands; 2 sets coffee
and end tables; Zenith console TV with remote; Portable TV;
2 corner shelves
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
TV stand; Book case; Boxes of dishes, cookware, glassware;
Music Box; Small writing desk; Lots of sheets, blankets;
Wicker baskets; Wood storage cabinet; Pictures & wall hang-
ings; Halogen bar light; 5 shelf wall unit; Hoover Brush Vac;
Brass swing-arm light; Round patio table with 2 chairs;
Hoover canister vacuum; Oak What-Not-Shelf; Unique floor
lamp; Elect heaters; Cookie Cutters; Magazine rack; Nick
Knacks & stand; 19 Springbox Jigsaw Puzzles; Woven Walll
hanging; 2 fttall Mason jar; Whirlpool microwave; Apple bird
house; Necchi 503A sewing machine; Concrete lawn orna-
ments
ANTIQUES
4 small stands; 2 Ron Lee Hobo collection pates with Span-
ish Mariache statue; Smoking stand; certificates; Pepsi metal
sign; Round Oak table, 2 leafs; (No Camping or Fishing)
American toy sign, metal; Oak chair; (Traveling in Style) 3
Furbies / Original boxes; Cookie jar; Carnival glass; Small
Quilt; Green Depression glassware; 60’s Syrup dispenser;
Stained glass lamp; Pop, whiskey and misc bottles; Milk
bottles; Ceramic bowls; 50’s pop cooler; Union Pacific cal-
endars; Christmas Village Trees; Several old toys; Mechani-
calbartendertoy; 4 Plaques of the Season; Barbie toys; Cos-
tume jewelry; 1929 buttermilk containers; Cream caps from
Goodland
MORE ITEMS NOT LISTED

Thiswill be alarge sale again so please be ontime. For more
information contact Terry Richardson at Homestead Realty,
1023 Main, Goodland. 785-899-2328, 899-3093 or cell 899-
8094 www.goodlandksrealestate.com

Internet tonight!
Call 899-2338
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