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from our viewpoint...

People make
progress possible

Thankstothecity andthepeoplewholivehere, thePioneer Park
projectisgetting closer toredlity.

Mayor Rick Billinger spokefor all those present when he said
last Monday it was morethan just adrainage project that needed
to be compl eted.

With the help of the city staff, donations from First National
Bank andfrommany other peopl e, amoney gapwascuttoaman-
ageablelevel toallow thecity toget onwiththeconstruction pro-
cess.

The Rev. Gene Tromble and hishel persdid agood job of get-
ting peopleto open their checkbooks and help push the park to-
ward success.

Whether thecity can negotiatewiththelow bidder, Miller Con-
struction, to makeit happenisthe next step, and everyone hopes
that will be successful so the project can begin next month.

When completed later this year, Pioneer Park will stand asa
symbol of thestrength and perseveranceof thepeopl eof thiscom-
munity.

It isaconstant struggle to push projects ahead to bring about
progress. The Pioneer Park project goesback to astrategic plan-
ning session in the 1980s, when one of the junctions connecting
U.S. 24 to Cherry Ave. Civic leaders saw the need for a better
entrance to downtown than the swampy old wye.

Thosewhowereinvolvedinthat planning session should have
asenseof satisfactionwhenthefinal phaseof thebasic projectis
completedthisyear. That will not betheend of theimprovements
at thepark, but it will signal theend of thefirst phase.

Therearealot of thingsthat can happen asthe project moves
forward, and there are sureto be some small hitches asthe work
begins. However, that is part of the march of progress. Itisnot a
smooth path, but rather the path lesstravel ed, rougher and some-
timesfraught with trouble.

Thecity and county have beenthrough alot over the 117 years
sincethefirst settlersarrived, and thereisadeep spirit that keeps
pushing ahead.

Suggestions that the city will become a ghost town are heard
when we need to spend money to move a project forward. Itis
easy to be against something, not wanting spend money. But en-
suringthat progresshappensiswhat weel ect representativesfor,
and we expect them to look at the best options and make tough
decisions.

TheCity Commissiondidthat last Monday withthehel p of the
city staff and thosewho madedonationsto help makePioneer Park
happen.

At the same time, the commissioners were congratul ating the
city staff forinstalling new playground equipment at Gulick Park.
Whatever peoplethink about thenumber of parksinthecity, they
should have been around when the crew took down the barriers
and the kids swarmed onto the new equipment.

Many citieswouldliketo havethebeautiful parksavailablein
Goodland. Asthe effort at Gulick has shown over the past year,
parks are important and more heavily used than may appear to
the casual observer.

Pioneer Park will not aneighborhood park like Gulick, Cham-
bers, Rosewood or Topside, but it will beatremendous addition
todressup theentranceto our city.

Hooray!—TomBetz
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Finessing Social Security

By Dick Morris
Tread softly. Step lightly. Glance over op-

tions. Don't get stuck. That's how President

Bush needsto handle Social Security reform,

anditisexactly how hemanageditin hisState =

of the Union speech.

Thekey toreforming Socia Security —and
politically living to tell about it — isto offer
choices to Congress and to the American
peoplewithout getting lockedin or trapped on
particular point.

By posing options— cutsinthecost-of -liv-
ing increases, ahigher retirement age, private
investment— and by ruling out any changefpr
those over 55 (full disclosure: I'm 57), Bush
skated over thedifficult decisions. Hopefully,
he'll never haveto makethem.

Thefactisthat privateinvestment of Social
Security funds by individuals will solve the
system’s long-term problems. Over the long
run, the American economy — and the stock
marketinparticular—growsat arapid enough
ratetosolveany shortfall that theBaby Boomer
generation’sretirementwill causeintheSocial
Security system. Anything that investment
doesn't solve, aninflux of younger immigrant
workers— legal and illegal — will take care
of.

But you can't say that: Votersdon't believe
that private investment will solve the Social

Park will be

TotheEditor:

My heart isfilled with gratitude asthe City
Commission approved Commissioner John
Garcia smotion, seconded by Commissioner
Dave Daniels, to move forward on building
Pioneer Park.

| want to thank so many individuals, fami-
lies, and busi nesseswho gaveencouragement,
financesand prideinour city that Pioneer Park
may be built.

Beautiful Pioneer Park, at thesouthentrance
toour city, will welcomevisitorsto Goodland
with a pretty view replacing the ugly lagoon
in the old unsightly wye. Beauty replacing
ugliness; what animprovement for Goodland.
Pioneer Park lets our city put it's “best face”
forward to people entering from I nterstate 70
and highways 24 and 27.

We citizens of Goodland have so much to
enjoy andto sharewith northwest Kansasand
theTri-State area.

Our blessings include an excellent school

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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Security problem. They favor it, but don’t see
itsfull potential. So if the president fallsinto
the trap of basing his proposals on the prob-
able outcome of investment decisions by in-
dividuas, he'll be vulnerable to Democratic
charges that he's selling a pie-in-the-sky
schemethat will bankrupt the system. Onthe
other hand, if helockshimself intoarigid pro-
posd torai setheretirement ageor tolower cost
of living increases, he will run afoul of those
who opposeany cuts.

The answer is not to try to jam a program
down the throats of Congress or the voters.
Rather, offer choicesin the final legidative
product that lead them in the right direction
without coercion and without duress.

Bushshouldoffer alternatives: L ater retire-
ment, slower benefit growth and private in-
vestment should be options offered to every
beneficiary.

The president understandstheneed tolet a
consensus develop from within Congress
based on choicesand optionsrather than hew

toatop-down program of cutsand restrictions
imposed by the White House.

Polling showsthat votersreject cost of liv-
ing cutsby over 2:1. Thereisalot lessantipa-
thy toincreasesintheretirement age. Particu-
larly if theageislinkedtolifeexpectancy, vot-
ers under 55 are willing to accept a delay of
their retirement without undue acrimony.

But Bush must couch his proposal sasalter-
nativestobefreely adopted by eachindividua
and each family, rather than required by fed-
eral fiat.

All this requires a deft and subtle political
hand — the exact opposite of the line-in-the-
sand stancethepresident hastakenininterna-
tional affairs. | wondered if hewas capabl e of
the required subtlety. But as his State of the
Union unfolded, | realized that | had, once
again, underestimated him. He getsit — and
will skate through this legislative obstacle
course unscathed.

| hope.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. Look for Dick's new book “ Be-
cause He Could” about Bill Clinton. © 2004
Dick Morris, all rights reserved. Distributed
by Cagle Cartoons, Inc. www.caglecar-
toons.comCall Cari Dawson Bartley at (800)
696 7561 or e-mail: cari@cagle.com. e-mail
for Dick Morrisisdmredding@aol.com.
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systemfor our children, Max JonesFiel dhouse
for sportseventsand other community activi-
ties, the Vocational

founded Goodlandandworked sohardtomake
itacommunity wherefamilieswantedto come
and live, will add beauty to our city and wel-
comeweary travelersto stop and rest awhile.

Thank you al for making beautiful Pioneer
Park possiblel

TheRev. GeneM. Tromble

volunteer chairman of Pioneer Park commit-
tees

College where young
persons come from
many states to gain
skills for lifelong ca-
reers, a business dis-
trictwhereyou canbuy
everything you need,
including get well and
birthday cards, cos-
metics, quality cloth-
ing, furniture, carsand
much more, aregional
medical center with
staff and doctors who
treat our aches and
painsandtry tokeepus
healthy, and churches
whose pastorsand fel-
lowship help us
strengthen our rela-
tionship with God and
carefor the lessfortu-
natein our community
throughtheMinisteria
Allianceand Genesis.

Pioneer Park, honor-
ing our ancestors who
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