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59°
noon Monday

Today
* Sunset, 5;22 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 6:38 a.m.
* Sunset, 5:23 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 40 degrees
* Humidity 27 percent
* Sky cloudy
* Winds southeast 8 mph.
+ Barometer 29.79 inches

and falling

* Record High today 68° (1947)
* Record Low today -8° (1936)

Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 59°
Low Sunday 27°
Precipitation none
This month 19
Year to date .28
Normal .56

The Topside Forecast

Today: mostly cloudy with a 50
percent chance of snow with an
accumulation of less than one
inch, higharound 31, low near 18,
winds east 10-14 mph. Wednes-
day: mostly cloudy with a 20 per-
cent chance of snow, high around
34, low around 17, winds north
northwest 5-7 mph.

Extended Forecast

Thursday: partly cloudy. Friday
and Saturday: slight chance of
snow or rain.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.08 bushel
Posted county price — $3.08
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.79 bushel
Posted county price — $1.75
Loan deficiency pmt. — 20¢
Milo — $1.46 bushel
Soybeans — $4.65 bushel
Posted county price — $4.84
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $6 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.60 cwt.
NuSun — $10.70 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection — $19/$13 cwit.
Pinto beans — $25

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Overtime

win for boys

Although senior Lane Win-
ter (No. 21) lost the tipoff to
Oakley’s Chad Baalman, it
was the Cowboys who
scored first on their way to
a 72-67 overtime win over
the Plainsmen on Friday in
Oakley. Photos, story on
Page 9a.

Officers help kids ride safely

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

KansasHighway Patrol troopers
joined forces with the Goodland
Police and the Sherman County
Sheriff’ sDepartment on Saturday to
show parentshow tokeeptheir kids
alittlesafer inthecar.

Carslinedupforacar seat“ check
lane” between 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. at
Lonny’sQuality Auto Body, mark-
ing Child Passenger Safety Aware-
nessWeek. Specially trained offic-
erschecked out kids' seats.

The officers inspected the seats
for cracksor defectsand asked own-
ersif the seats had ever beeninan
accident. Theseatswerecheckedfor
year of manufacture and compared
against arecall list.

Oneof thebigthingswasto show
parents how to strap the seatsin
right, so kidswould be safe. Good-
land Officer Bob Juleson said about
75 percent of the seatswere not in-
stalled properly.

Kary Amos, another Goodland
officer, said most people have the
seat in the right position, but the
strapsaretooloose, or thestrapswill
beright but and theseatisnot set up
right.

He said officerslike seatswith a
five-point harnessthat doesn’'t have
a bar or other obstructions. For
younger children, he said, the seats
are safer if installed facing to the
rear.

TheHighway Patrol officershold
thecheck lanesfor theChild Passen-
ger Safety Awareness Week, said
Tod Hileman, public resource of-
ficer for thepatrol inHays. Hesaid
through the nationwide program,
the Highway Patrol triesto raise
awarenessfor child safety. He said

-

Emily Smith, 5, (above) waited as Kansas Highway Patrol Trooper
Joe Greene leaned overto check car seat Saturday ata “checklane”
atLonny’s Quality Auto Body. Goodland Police officer Rob Juleson
demonstrated to Katie and Stan Bulinski how to properly strap in
their 15-month-old daughter Aurora (right). Goodland officers went
through 32 hours of training with the patrol to learn to become an

installer.

they usethe check lanes and some-
timesevenissuemoreticketsto get
people more activein keeping kids
safe.

Officers handed out “ Click It or

Photos by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

Ticket” ice scrapersand had afew
new seatsonhandtoreplaceany that
they determine are dangerous.

Hileman said officersinstalled a
total of 12 seats Saturday.

Beef, ethanol highlight Ag Expo Thursday

The second annual “Rally for
Beef” will highlight the 14th annual
HighPlainsAgExpogtartingat 8am.
Thursday at Max Jones Fieldhouse.

Theexpoissponsored by KLOE,
KKCI and KWGB Radio in Good-
land, the National Sunflower Asso-
ciation and Western Plains Energy
of Campus.

Station manager Marty Melia
said Congressman Jerry Moran has
beeninvitedto speak, but hehad not
confirmed by Friday.

Meéeliasaid the theme of the expo

thisyear is ethanol and itsimpor-
tanceto agriculture. Master of cer-
emonies will be Greg Akagi of the
Kansas Farm Network.

Meliasaid therewould beexhib-
itsand speakerson ethanol, agrain
a cohol whichisblendedwith gaso-
line to make motor fuel. Mike
Erhart, general manager of Western
Plains Energy, anew alcohol plant
east of Oakley, will talk about the
construction of the plant, its opera-
tionand theimpact of ethanol onthe
farm economy.

Other speakerswill includeMike
Irvin, alawyer from Goodland now
withtheKansasFarm Bureau, talk-
ing about agriculture law issues.
Meliasaid therewill bealivestock
industry person— exactly who has
not been confirmed —totalk about
thenew identification program and
other livestock issues.

TheRallyfor Beef promotionwill
stressthat Americanbeef issafeand
goodtoeat. A freehamburger lunch
sponsored by cattlemenfrom north-
west Kansas and eastern Colorado

start at noon on the exhibit floor in
Max Jones.

Therewill beaspecial presenta
tion during the rally by “the Cow-
guy,” Ron Schilling of Edson.

Nearly 40 agribusinesses will
have displays set up to show off
some of the latest developmentsin
services and technol ogy, including
Shay Realty, Northwest Outback
Guidance, Goodland Greenline,
Topliff Seeds, Triumph Seeds,
World Info Network, Farm Credit,
Mueller Grain, Western State Bank,

Sigco-Sun, Servitech, Cornerstone
Energy, Frontier Equity Co-op, E-
Hedger, Sherman County Farm
Bureau, Sherman County Soil Con-
servation, Sherman County Exten-
sion, EagleCable TV, Colorado Soy,
Westward Products, Eastern Colo-
rado Seeds, Hitchcock, First Na-
tional Bank, Northern Sun, Kansas
Wheat Commission, Fontanelle
Seeds, Northwest KansasTechnica
College, the Kansas Cattlemen'’s
Association, Cochran Farm Supply
and Mycogen Seeds.

Candidates: Enrollment, money major school issues

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Candidates el ected to the Good-
land School Board will go into of-
fice facing challenges due to the
district’s declining enrollment and
an uncertain future as school dis-
tricts, legidatorsand thecountsfight
over school finance.

The state's school finance for-
mula, which determineshow much
money each district gets, has been
declared unconstitutional by the
state Supreme Court, which gave
the Legislature until April 12 to
make changes.

“It'shard to ask aquestion about
(the funding formula),” candidate
Greg Stover said, “without involv-
ing some expert who needs several
daystocomeupwithananswer, and
morethanlikely hastocheck witha
lawyer beforegivingit.”

Other candidates agree, saying
therulesarecomplicated andwould
taketimeto study.

“1I"'m not really familiar with it,”
said LeAnn Friedrichs. “That's an
areawherel would haveto educate

By Kathryn Burke

School board candidates a varied lot

Short has been on the school board since 1982.

Goodland School Board.

The Goodland Star-News

Eight people— aveterinarian, ahousewife, acourt
clerk, asportswriter, adeputy sheriff, apastor, afarmer
and a business owner — walked into the courthouse
last month and signed up to run for three seats on the

Thecandidates
Current board member Dick Short, stock holder and
president of Short and Son truck lines and Century
Feeders, isthe only candidate seeking re-election to
one of thethree school board seatsup for grabs.

He has experience with schools, since he was a
math and busi nessteacher inthe high school from
1969t01973. All threeof hischildren, Amy Hofer
of Garden City, Angie and her husband Ben
Labertew of Natoma, and Andy of Sublette, are
teachers, and hiswife, Sarah, teaches family and
consumer science at the high school.
“1"mrunning becausel careaboutkids,” hesaid.
“Educationisjust really important to me.”

See VIEWS, Page 8a

myself.”

She added the complicated issue
is critical to schools and the board
will beforcedto makethebest of the
legislature’sdecision.

The Rev. Chad DeJong said al-
though he knowsthe funding issue
isimportant to Goodland, hewould
spend moretimestudying theprob-
lem before making any moves.

Stover addedthedistrictwill have
tomakethebest of thestateformula
for now. He said the issues seem
more political than concerned with
education.

“It's an issue,” said Dr. Gary
Smith. “Any rural areaisgonnabe
concerned with that.”

Hesaid legidatorsfromthisarea
are trying their best to keep funds

Gym sale contract, money in hand

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland School Districtis
one step closer to selling the old
Edson school gymnasium, asSuper-
intendent Marvin Selby received a
signed contract last week with a
check for $10,000.

Thesaecamefrom Jeff Soper of
California, who has been talking
with Selby for weeksabout thedeal.
The district has been trying to sell
the gym for more than two years.

Soper wants to use the building
for his Internet business selling
goods from abandoned storage
units. Hewill usethe gym for stor-
age and open it up as a permanent
fleamarket in the summer.

“We'reexcited about thisgentle-
man,” Selby said.

The building went for $50,000
and Soper sent $10,000 for the
school toholdinanescrow account.
Selby saidthebalanceisdueJunel,
alowing the school to usethe gym

through spring.

Soper is still interested, Selby
said, in buying roughly eight acres
of adjoiningland owned by Melvin
Musil where the old Edson schoal,
the football field and bus barn are
still standing. Selby saidalthoughhe
wants the land, Soper will wait to
make adeal after he getshere.

“He'sjustgotlotsof ideas,” Selby
said. “I think he' Il enjoy being here

See GYM, Page 8a

equal, but the district has to work
withwhat it gets.

“We'll try to finance and budget
accordingly,” hesaid.

Veteran board member Dick
Short said thedistrict hasbeen con-
cerned about the formula and the
board ishoping for achange.

“It's abig concern where we're
gonnabe,” Shortsaid. “ Thelawsuit

says they need to change the for-
mula.”

He said he expects to see more
money come into Goodland
schools, but fears declining enroll-
ment will makeit harder for thedis-
trict to make ends meet.

“There' sgottobeaway for Good-
land to get a better shake,” Jason
Showalter said, adding he doesn'’t
want to rai setaxes.

Andrew House said wewill have
towait, but heexpectsthelegidature
to make changes.

“Wejust have to deal with what
wehave,” hesaid. “It'sgonnahave
to change over aperiod of time.”

Amy Sederstrom said she fears
bigger schoolsineasternKansasare
pushing smaller schools toward
consolidation. She plans to work
against letting the minority of
smaller school sl osefreedomstothe
bigger districts.

“Thebudgetsaretight,” shesaid.
“We'rejust going to haveto do the
best withthemoney that’ sout there.

See SCHOOL, Page 8a

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer and
Sen. Jim Morrison will be at
Hank’scafefrom7-8am. on Sat-
urday to visit with taxpayersand
hear ideasonissuesinthelLegis-
lature.

Thetwowill begintheirday in
Goodland and then travel to
Colbyforasessionat 9:45a.m. at
the Quality Inn. They will bein
Hoxie at 11:30 am. at Trish’s

Town meetings Saturday

Steak House, Hill City at 1:30p.m.
at the Catholic Church, andfinish
thedayinPlainvilleat3p.m.atthe
Dog House.

Themenwill haveinformation
on issues facing the Legislature,
including school finance, and be
ready to talk about the impact on
all of us.

Everyoneisinvited to the ses-
sions.




