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from our viewpoint...

Moving cold pills
helps cut drug labs

Anideawhichseemstohaveworkedin Oklahomaiscom-
ing to Kansas, and unlikemost of thewar ondrugs, it might
just work.

Oklahoma forced drug stores to move the cold remedy
pseudoephedrinebehind the pharmacy counter. Policeoffi-
cials say it’sreduced the number of meth labsfound inthe
state by morethan 80 percent in ayear.

That’sremarkablefor such asimple change.

Sudafed, asthebrand-nameversionisknown, isstill avail-
ableover thecounter, but purchasershavetosignforit. Phar-
maci stsget achanceto sizeupthebuyer. Methfreakswitha
lack of snifflesmight wind up talking to the cops.

Pseudoephedrine is akey component of meth manufac-
turing. Thetiny red (or white) tabl etsprovidethemainfeed-
stock for thechemical processof “ cooking” meth. Takeaway
thesupply, andyou makethetask immeasurably morediffi-
cult.

We suspect that meth use hasn’t declined by 80 percentin
Oklahoma. That would betoo muchto ask for. But the state
isnearly freeof dangerous, smelly labsandtheresiduewhich
littersroadsides, pollutes houses and endangers children.

That’saclear victory that’sall toorareinthebattleagainst
drugs, evenif it meansthe labs just moveto the next state.
Kansaswould dowell tofollow suit. Drivethelabsto Mis-
souri or Arkansas, for al wecare.

Drugenforcementisadifficult game. M ost measuressim-
ply hamper the drug trade without really reducing it. M ak-
ingdrugsillegal guaranteesnothing butjobsfor drugagents
and drug smugglers.

Thereal answer, of course, isteaching kidsthe dangersof
drugsand hoping they have sense enoughtolisten. There's
evidencethat isworking in America, too, at least, working
better than border interdiction or profiling smugglersonthe
highway.

But if alaw can put any kind of adent in the meth trade,
we'real forit. Of al theillegal drugs, meth comes closest
toal cohol initsdestructivepower. Methruinslives, wrecks
bodies, rends families, leavesrelatives crying and victims
destitute.

I’ sawicked substance. We probably cannot driveit from
theface of the earth— since you can makeit inthekitchen
—butif wepushthelabsout of Kansas, we' |l havesucceeded
in cleaning up the place.

It'sworthatry. —Steve Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage | etters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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HE WAZ AUN OVER
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People love Christ; not all or In the same way

My column regarding Christmaswas hot a
tiradeagainst Christianity. |’ mglad peoplelove
Christ, strive to turn the other cheek and at-
tempttoliveuptotheteachingsof agreat man.

| don’t want to take that away from anyone.

| was and still am simply trying to show that &

not everyone believesthe samething. Not ev-
eryone celebratesthe birth of Christ.

In my column, | mentioned separation of
church and state and how Christmas carols
don’'t belong in schools.

Why dowestill arguethispointanyway?The
courts have traditionally ruled on the side of
keeping religion out of school. It'snot anis-
sueanymore, becauselearnedjudgesand con-
stitutional scholars can ook past their own
beliefs.

A lettertotheeditor expressingtheopposite
opinion included the mention that the Found-
ing Fatherswere Christian.

Yes, they were, but being Christian didn’t
stop them from understanding that not every-
onebelievesthe samething.
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| think maybesomepeoplejust can’t seepast
what they believe.

| triedtousetheMuslimor Jewishreligions
as examples.

Would the author of the letter be OK with
reciting a Muslim prayer in school ? Muslim
teachings express good morals, but I’m sure
she would agree they don’t belong in our
schools.

I’ m not pushing to include a Jewish prayer
into the curriculum, because | understand
some peopledon’t agreewith the Jewishreli-
gionandthat’sOK withme. Why can’ tthel et-
ter writer seethat not everyoneagreeswith her
beliefs?

At the foundation of our country, the very

first Americans came hereto escapereligious
persecution. Maybe they weren’'t the most
open-mindedgroup, but theideathat they came
heretoworship how they pleasedisstill perti-
nent today.

Americahasalong history of allowingfree-
dom, andthat includesfreedom of religionfor
everyone, not just Christians.

Our constitutionisset uptoprotect therights
of the individual, and that means even if the
majority isChristian, peopleof al religionsare
freetodo asthey please.

I’m also alittle bit offended that the letter
writer assumes that only two choices exist,
Christian or bad. Christians do not own the
rightstomorality. | canbeagainst crime, hate,
murder, teen pregnancy, divorceand disrespect
without believingin Christ. School scanteach
kids to do the right things without including
religion. If you look at the teachings, almost
al religionsteach love and understanding.

I thought Christians were supposed to be
accepting and loving of everyone.

The economy of hunger

One of the many ironies of our timeisthat
no newsis strictly local. Corporate culture's
homogenizationleavesmefreetotell aquirky
littlestory about my townandbefairly certain
itisrelevantinyours, evenif yoursisPalencia,
Guatemala.

Thepoor, andthereforethehungry, haveal -
ways been with us, so it would seem thereis
no news in this matter. Nonetheless, a group
of well-meaning folks assembled recently in
my town, Missoula, Mont., with the straight-
forward mission of eradicating hunger here.

Onewouldthinkittobeaneasy enoughtask.
Missoulahasalively economy, affluenceand
adeep-seated progressivestreakimmunetothe
smear of red that has so stained the rest of the
region. Sointrueprogressivetradition, wesaw
thisassimply amatter of rolling up our sleeves
and getting onwithiit.

After all, most of us have seen the hungry,
the shuffling homeless under the Interstate
bridges. Theredidn’t seemto beall that many
of them, and they didn’t look asif they would
eat all that much.

But the people who had been doing the ac-
tual work of collecting and distributing food
tothepoor for yearsinthistownwerequick to
tell usthat stereotypesare simply wrong.

It hasbecomeincreasingly difficulttowork
at small-town food banks because often the
staff knowstheclient not asabeggar from be-
neaththebridge, but asaneighbor or colleague.
Food bankstoday cater increasingly — and a
sociologist’s survey of our town borethisout
— to people who are employed, the classwe
now call theworking poor.

Thesepeopleearnsolittlethey barely get by.
Catastrophic medical billsor Missoula sesca-
lating housing costs, can chew up their inad-
equate paychecks so that by the end of the
month thereisno money | eft for food.

If we areto really do anything about the
shameful matter of hunger in our town, we
must addressthese larger issues. What at first
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looked likealittleholeto plug now appearsto
beabottomlesschasm, ever widening.

Thereissomethingfundamental buriedinall
of this: where these people work. Many of
them, report the food bank people, work full
time for minimum wage and no health insur-
ance at the ring of chain stores that has
suburbani zed this once-unique mountain
town.

Thebig-box retail businesshasexplodedin
Missoula, making usaregional market center,
part of thecauseof our prosperity. Thatis, hun-
gerisincreasinginour town notin spiteof our
healthy economy, but because of it.

Hunger in Americaisno longer amatter of
fallingthroughthecracks, of happenstanceand
misfortune. Hunger hasbeeninstitutionalized
asapart of theeconomicfabric, including es-
pecialy thebusinessof selling food.

where to write

Thereisamirror image that extends this
story to the devel oping world. The New York
Times recently reported, “Across Latin
America, supermarket chainspartly or wholly
ownedby global corporategoliathslikeAhold,
Wal-Mart and Carrefour have revol utionized
food distribution in the short span of adecade
and have now begun to transform food grow-
ing, too.”

Simply, small subsistencefarmersareunabl e
to sell to the chain stores because they cannot
meet the stores' conditions. At the sametime,
thebigcompaniesaremurderingthelocal mar-
ketsthat used to sell thefarmers' products.

“Thestark danger isthatincreasing numbers
of them will go bust and join streams of des-
perate migrants to America and the urban
slums of their own countries,” the Times re-
ported.

Look for some of them, coming soon to &
food bank near you.

Richard Manning is the author of several
books, most recently” AgainsttheGrain: How
Agriculture Has Hijacked Civilization.” He
wrote thisessay for the Land I nstitute’s Prai-
rieWritersCircle, Salina.
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POU'RE AWFULLY IMPRESSED
WITH YOURSELF, AREN'T YOU?
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