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Today
* Sunset, 5:26 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 6:34 a.m.
* Sunset, 5:27 p.m.

Midday Conditions
« Soil temperature 36 degrees
* Humidity 29 percent
* Sky clear
+ Winds light and variable
 Barometer 30.15 inches

and falling

* Record High today 74° (1986)
* Record Low today -6° (1942)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 32°
Low Wednesday 21°

Precipitation 0.04
This month 0.23
Year to date 0.32
Normal 0.60

The Topside Forecast
Today: partly cloudy with a 30
percent chance of rain, high near
42, low near 33. Saturday: mostly
cloudy with a 20 percent chance
of rain, high near 50, low near 33.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: partly cloudy, high
near 58, low near 32. Monday:
mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of rain or snow, high near

41, low near 22.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7. a.m.

Wind towers to generate power

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Asthetowersgoupandthebladesget mov-
ing, Sherman County will get itsfirst wind
farm.

Mark Justus, managing partner of
ReNewableEnergy Resources, saidthecom-
pany had staked out afive-acrespot about 10
miles southwest of Goodland off of County
Road 10to put thefarm.

He said the firms plans ten 150-foot-tall
windtowerstoformasix-megawatt-per-hour
windfarmwhichwill behookedintotheMid-
west Energy power grid.

Justus said the average home uses about
one kilowatt per hour, meaning the farm
could power 6,000 homes.

Thesitewaspicked becauseof itsproxim-
ity toapower line, hesaid, makingiteasy for
the power to befed into the system.

Midwest haslinesthroughout K ansas, but
Goodland’spower isfed through Sunflower
Electric Power Corp. Justus said the power
will be placed on agrid, or put on linesthat

feedinto the power company, and then used
asneeded by Midwest subscribersin Kansas
and surrounding areas.

Justussaidareafarmersareinvestinginthe
wind operation. Although they will not use
the power immediately, he said, the farmer-
investorsand part ownerseventualy will use
thewind energy to power irrigation pumps.

“Inaway,” hesaid, “thisisbeing doneas
afutureproject for irrigators.”

Whenthey do start usingthewindtowers,
he said, they will pump water through the
summer with the energy. In the winter, the
power generated will be sold to Midwest.

“It will help offset irrigation costs,” he
said.

Justus said ReNewable Energy will break
ground near the end of April, depending on
theweather, and the project should be com-
pleted within 80 days.

The company has been researching the
area since July, he said, and has found that
theareahasidesal conditionsfor awindfarm.

“Kansashasanextremely consistentwind

source,” hesaid. “1’ m surprised there's not
more wind farms out there now.”

Thewind, hesaid, isnot very heavy, butis
consistent enoughto createenoughpower for
thefarms.

“Itall comesdownto Mother Nature,” he
said.

Hesaid thefirmis putting wind farmsin
near Cheyenne Wells and Sterling, Colo.
Justussaidthecompany approachesthecon-
cept onasmaller scale. Itshiggest one, with
around 80towersnear CheyenneWells, will
produce around 50 megawatts of power.

Toputinwindfarms, Justussaid, youhave
togain“qualifying facility status’ fromthe
federal government Federal Energy Regula-
tion Commission. He said ReNewable has
gainedthat mark foral locations. Justussaid
they get incentives that vary from state to
statefor adding renewabl eenergy sourcesto
other energy generation and they get tax
breaksfederally.

The company creates energy they sell to
power companies. Their Kansas plants use

wood fire, coal fire and gas for energy anc
thecompany’swindfarmsonly generatetwc
to three percent of theall their power.

“We've been involved in power genera-
tionfor 25years,” hesaid.

ReNewable will be opening an officein
Goodland, Justus said. Employeeswill pro-
vide counseling to people interested in set-
ting up wind generators to run irrigation
pumps or even energy for their homes.

“There’'s astrong interest,” Justus said.
“It'sworthwhileto have an office there.”

The wind towers installed here will be
placedin alineextending east west to catch
wind from the north and from the south.
Justussaidthe 150-foot towerswill befitte
with 55-foot blades.

Thisrenewabl eenergy source, Justussaid,
only takesaround 10 hoursper year of main-
tenance. He said sincethe nearest houseise
guarter of a mile away, the wind farm
shouldn’t affect anyone.

“Youwon'tevennoticethey’ rethere,” he
promised.

Noon
Wheat — $3.00 bushel
Posted county price — $3.02
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.79 bushel
Posted county price — $1.79
Loan deficiency pmt. — 00¢
Milo — $1.51 bushel
Soybeans — $4.93 bushel
Posted county price — $4.89
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $6.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.20 cwt.
NuSun —$10.20
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection — $19/$13 cwi.
Pinto beans — $25
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Regionals
begin today

Junior Mark Starr tied up
Oakley’s Aaron Racette on
his way to a 2-1 decision at
215 pounds last Friday at
MaxJones Fieldhouse. The
Cowboys will be in Colby
today and Saturday for the
regional tournament. Pho-
tos, story on Page 11.

Dig yields evidence
of ancient people

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Findingsfromarcheologists' digs
in Sherman County are getting na-
tional attention, asbonesand arock
fragment found near Kanorado are
believedto provethat humanswere
inthearea 12,200 years ago.

Another dig is planned for June,
and archaeologists are concerned
about protecting the site in the
meantime. Dr. RolfeMandel, anar-
chaeological geologist with the
Kansas Geological Survey, said he
isworried that attention could stir
curiosity, leading peoplewho know
nothing about archaeology to tear
through the site.

And there has been some misun-
derstanding astowhat themenwith
picks and shovels are looking for.
They arelooking for evidence that
people were there, Mandel said,
suchasstonetools, but do not expect
to find human remains.

Mandel, archaeologist Steven
Holen of the Denver Museum of
Nature and Science and archaeol o-
gist Jack Hofman of the University
of Kansasanthropol ogy department
have conducted research on bones
andarock fragment discovered|ast
summer in Sherman County.

Bones from at |east two mam-

Declining population,

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Major issues facing the City of
Goodland, candidates for the City
Commission say, include adeclin-
ing population, the need to rebuild
sewer andwater linesand streetsand
aleys, andtryingtoattract newjobs
and people.

Theissueshavebrought out eight
candidates for three seats on the
commission. That forced aprimary
onTuesday, March1,tocutthefield
downtosix.

Of theeight city candidates, John
Garcia, owner of Garcia’'s Home
Furnishing and Appliance, is the
only incumbent seeking to be re-
elected, having served two years.

There are eight candidates run-
ningfor threeseatsontheGoodland
School Board and four running for
Kanorado mayor. Primary voting
for all officeswill beat theVeterans
of Foreign Wars Hall in Goodland,
with no polling placein Kanorado.

Voters may choose three candi-
dates in the city and school board
elections and one for Kanorado
mayor. The top six candidates for
city and school board and the top
two for mayor will advance to the
general election on Tuesday, April
5.

“A major issuefacing thecity is
progress,” said Josh Dechant, anag
loan officer at Bankwest. “ | believe
wecanredevel op our streets, sewer
and water lines, and by starting at
thislevel, the bottom up, our city
will grow, causing adomino effect.

“With this development it will
bringinnew business, thusbringing
in more familiesto run those busi-
nesses, inturnbringingmoremoney

mothsand at | east oneextinct camel
werefound, Mandel said, alongwith
aflakeof basalt believedtobefrom
astone hammer. These were six to
eightfeet below thesurface, hesaid.

The research suggests the bones
were flaked by a hammer, Mandel
said, but it is not irrefutable. Evi-
dence suggests, he said, that the
fragment was not a natural occur-
rence.

Dated by carbon-14 methods at
12,200 yearsold, Mandel said, the
boneswould betheoldest evidence
of humans on the Great Plainsif it
were proven they were broken by
humans.

The finds include bones from a
now-extinct lceAgecamel andtwo
mammoths.

“Fracture patterns on the bones
suggest they were broken by hu-
manswho may have been process-
ing them for marrow or to make
bonetools,” ssidHolen.“ Theradio-
carbondating showsthat thesefinds
are athousand years older than the
best documented evidence of hu-
mans on the Great Plains.”

“This location has the potential
for shedding new light on the tim-
ing of humanentry intotheWestern

See DIG, Page 7
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From irrigation tires to insurance, the Hi-Plains Ag Expo on Thursday at the Max Jones Field-
house featured almost everything in agriculture. Atthe Goodland Machine and Automotive booth,
manager and partowner Terry Selbe described the features of anirrigation engine to Dale Cloyd.
Selbe said the 8.1-liter natural gas Chevrolet engine’s computer system produces a 20 percent
fuel savings. The show featured speakers from Kansas Ag Network, Kansas Farm Bureau,
Western Plains Energy, Kansas Cattlemen’s Association and Kansas State University Research
and Extension. The day featured a free barbecue beef lunch courtesy of area beef promoters

and live entertainment the Best of the CowGuy, by Ron Schilling.
Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News
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Fairbanks

Golden Miller

to our community.”

“ Goodlandisacharmingcommu-
nity inwhichtowork, liveandraise
afamily,” said Annette Fairbanks,
owner of TeetersAbstract and Title
Co.,"“butinorder toflourish, Good-
land needs to attract new business
andindustry.

“We can accomplish thisby pre-
servingand protectingthecity infra-
structure, working on long-range
plans, setting attainable goals and
promoting northwest Kansas.”

“The major issue is declining
population,” said Gary Farris,
owner of Farris Manufacturing.
“We've got to have something to
keep the people here. The kids are
leaving. The farm economy is not
good enoughtosupport all thecom-
munities.”

“ Streetsand alley improvements
andcurbandgutteringonMain,” are

Farris Garcia

Walker Wood

among the top issues, Garcia said,
“and we have sewer plant issues.

“| feel those are some of the ma-
jor issues facing the city and there
are other things where the city and
county havetobeonboardtogether
and representing the citizensin the
best way possible.”

“Infrastructure is something we
need to pay attention to,” said John
Golden, owner of Golden Wheat
Ranch, “andkeepinmindthat much
of it was put into place many years
ago. Whilel wasonthecommission
before, there were three water
projectsthat replaced about 40 per-
cent of theexisting lines.

“When outside money is avail-
able, we need to see that sufficient
funds are available to take advan-
tage of this. | am speaking about
water, sewer, streets, fire and po-
lice

streets, sewers top CIty Issues

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News
Seven men and onewoman are
vying to advance to the general
electioninApril for thethreeseats
open on the City Commission.
Two of themwill beeliminatedin
theprimary on Tuesday, March 1.
AnnetteFairbanks—theone
womaninthefieldsaid, “ Asaresi-
dent | careabout the City of Good-
land. My husband Jerry and | work
here, own our home, have raised

Eight candidates vie
for city commission seats

our children and been actively
involved in school and commu-
nity for the past 27 years. | know
thechallengesandrewardsof liv-
ing and workinginasmall town.
| feel Goodlandisat acrossroads
and needsstrong, positiveleader-
shiptosenditforward. | believel
am one of thoseleaders.”

She was born and raised in
Kansas City but has lived in

See CITY, Page 8

“We need to keep the cost of liv-
ing as affordable as possible,” said
Mike Miller, owner of Miller Con-
struction. “1 feel that economic de-
velopment needs to be an ongoing
processinsomeform. | feel thede-
cliningpopulationisabigissuefac-
ing not only thecity but the schools
and the county.”

“Economic devel opment should
be our main effort,” said Brent
Wood, afinancia advisor with Sun
AmericaSecurities,“ andasapart of
that, we need not only to focus on
bringing businessto Goodland, but
tohelpthebusinessesthat areexist-
ingtostay hereandtoexpandif pos-
sible”

Dave Walker, who moved to
Goodland from California and
works at the Kit Carson Correc-
tional Facility, saidthebigissuefac-
ing the city is*an unwillingnessto

recoghizethefactsthat aredestroy-
ingthecity.”

“Taxesaretoohigh,” hesaid,“and
the commission is unable to estab-
lish realistic priorities. We need
things more important than a park,
like water treatment and to fix the
streets. Weneedtoset prioritiesnec-
essary for thesuccessof thecity. We
have unrealistic tax rates that are
killing us.

“1left Californiatoget away from
themadness. | believethisisagooo
placetolive, andincontrast to Den-
ver, we do not have the crime, and
outside of the taxes, agood cost of
living.

“1 believethecity commissionis
willing to secede responsibility to
the city manager. | have nothing
against Ron Pickman and feel he

See ISSUES, Page 7



