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Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

The Goodland Star News Service Directory
785-899-2338

Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush 204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

Home: (785) 899-3974

www.shelterinsurance.com

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium
Custom
Tailoring
by Marie

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.

785-890-3510

Michael Downing
General Contractor

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Concrete Work • Patios & Decks
 •  Garages & Etc.  •

•  Remodels & Additions  •

“Seek Shelter Today!” American Financial Group
of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”
Managed Futures -

Come see the possibilities

www.lamerican-financial.com
Now with two offices to better serve you!
Sheryl Davis

1109 Main • Goodland, Kan. •
785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth
470 14th St. • Burlington, Colo.

• 719-346-9435

Commercial - Residential
Free Estimates

650 N. Grant
Colby, Kan.
785-462-6995 or 1-800-611-6735

Schedule your
 Spring cleaning

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado 785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS  67701

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Chris & Beth Lewon • “ We do windows”

225
Access to over

digital-quality channels

SUNFLOWER SATELLITE
COLBY, KS 67701 • 785-462-9669

An Authorized DIRECTV Dealer.  Hardware and programming sold separately.  Programming subject to change.
DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo are registered trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. and are used with permission.

Ask
about local
channels!

Pro Floor CarePro Floor Care
Carpet and Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialists!

Call for This Month’s Steam
Cleaning Special!

785-462-8313 • Cell: 443-1091
Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138

Commercial and Residential Carpet
Office and Dining Room Chairs

Recliners - Sofas - Autos
Drop off at our location or we can steam clean at your location

PARKS CHEVROLET
AUGUSTA

Our nationwide maintenance network, Operating Centers and 5,000+ driver
support associates ensure that directions, a repair or even a hot meal is just
up the road, 24 hours a day.  Call for opportunities in your area!
• No experience necessary
• Company-paid CDL training for qualified candidates
• $35,500-$43,500 1st year (inexperienced)
• $49,500-$58,500/year in 4 years
• Low-cost medical & dental insurance; free vision & life

EOE M/F/D/V

APPLY ONLINE @
www.schneiderjobs.com

1-800-44-PRIDE
(1-800-447-7433)

Mon-Fri: 7am-9pm, Sat & Sun: 9am-6pm (Central Time)

WE’RE WITH YOU EVERY MILE

It’s Your Money - Take it Back!

It’s FREE!  Search & claim CASH turned

over to the Kansas State Treasurer’s office!

Bank Accounts   Deposits   Stocks   Jewelry

www.kansascash.com

1-800-432-0386

“Each year $12 to $15 million
worth of new unclaimed money

 & property is added to our
database.  Find out if any

belongs to you or your friends
and family!  Contact my office

today at no cost to you -
regardless of the claim

amount!”
Lynn Jenkins, CPA

Kansas State Treasurer

Declining population, streets, sewers top list of city issues
ISSUES, from Page 1

does a good job of doing his home-
work most of the time, but I feel the
commission needs to be running the
city rather than the city manager.”

What can commissioners do?
The candidates were asked what

they could do as a commissioner to
move the city forward.

• “Have a commission that works
together on the same goals,” Wood
said. “Focus the commission on the
same page and get people to help
develop the goals and determine
how we get there.

“I have some ideas, but may not
be what we end up with. There are
ways to start.

“An example is the success of my
sister, who works for economic de-
velopment in Ellsworth, of what she
is doing with free land to attract

people to move to their city. The
effort has drawn nationwide atten-
tion and has drawn at least five
families to move to the city. The
web site they developed has re-
ceived many hits and over 80 fol-
low-up contacts.”

• “As a city commissioner I
would help achieve progress by
helping to develop a detailed and
prioritized list with a feasible time
frame for our infrastructure issues,”
Dechant said. “I will stress the need
to support our local organizations
that are trying to bring growth to
Goodland. I will encourage the ex-
pansion of our grant research for
these type of improvements, as well
as additional funds from the state
and federal levels.”

• “I can contribute to the success-
ful future of our town,” Fairbanks
said, “through my willingness to lis-

ten, my ability to make informed
decisions and my position of being
proactive rather than reactive.”

• “Help get our streets taken care
of,” Farris said. “We have to keep
our infrastructure up. Anything that
would bring jobs to town we need
to accommodate them in any way
possible.”

• “I believe that two years as a
commissioner has allowed me to
understand how the mechanics of
city government works and bring a
vast and broad experience of busi-
ness knowledge to the commis-
sion,” Garcia said “I believe the
record of the commission over the
past two years speaks for itself, and
I believe we have accomplished a
lot of things, including Pioneer Park
that had laid dormant for four years.
I think this will be a good boost for
the community.

“I want an opportunity to con-
tinue serving the people of Good-
land and keep our city moving for-
ward with a positive attitude, and I
believe with all of us working to-
gether, and the Good Lord’s help,
we can make Goodland a strong
community.”

• “I feel the city needs to have a
knowledgeable city manager,”
Golden said. “The commission is a
policy organ, and we need to be sure
the manager is a quality person and
that the city policies set by the com-
mission are admirable goals.”

• “Get out of the mindset that
there is a white knight coming to
save us,” Walker said. “We will
probably have a city-owned build-
ing empty, and three jobs are not
going to save us.

“I think there are many ideas out
there that would work here. One

example is we heard recently that
business fire alarm calls are being
routed to California and then back
here. Why couldn’t we have a ter-
minus for fire alarms rather than
sending them to California.

“We have an excess of space, and
I think we could go to Topeka and
tell them we would take care of
many of the battered women. We
can bring them here and put them in
a secure housing and put them in
classes as the college and put their
kids in our schools. This is a win-
win for us. There are many win-win
ideas where we can make progress
that promises a return. We need to
find ways to keep our top kids from
leaving for good.

“We need to woo people from
Denver. Encourage retired people
to move here from Denver where
we don’t have the crime and the

housing is less expensive. ‘We can
put the “good” back in Goodland,’
is my campaign motto.

• “I would gather information
about the issues and make informed
decisions,” Miller said. “I feel my
experience as a business owner
would help in making these deci-
sions.”

Asked about the possible conflict
of interest with his construction
business, which sometimes bids on
city work, Miller said, “I would as-
sume I would not to be involved in
any negotiations where I would be
involved in business with the city.
Hopefully the contract we are work-
ing on for Pioneer Park would be
resolved before the election, and
should be an ongoing contract.”

He said he would excuse himself
from any discussion on that contract
if elected.

Bones found in Sherman County reveal evidence of ancient people
Hemisphere,” said Mandel. “This
could be the oldest site of human
activity on the Great Plains.”

Carbon-14 dating completed last
week shows the bones are between
12,200 and 12,300 years old,

Mandel said, which could mean
humans lived on the Great Plains
1,300 years earlier than previously
thought.

Mandel said if excavations this
summer verify the finding of the
stone tool, it would make the ar-
chaeological site among the oldest

in the Western Hemisphere.
“It would be one of the most im-

portant sites in North America,” he
said.

Researchers initially found mam-
moth bone and stone-tool flint next
to each other in soil dating back
11,000 years at the site. Below that,

they found mammoth and camel
bone that were fractured in a way
that appears to be caused by people
who shattered bone with stone.

“Some scientists won’t be con-
vinced that the older bones got here
because of human hunters,” said
Mandel, who is leading the team

DIG, from Page 1 that found the bones. “I’m not con-
vinced, either. But I’m 75 percent
convinced. There are few other
ways the bones could be broken
naturally the way they’re broken.”

Archaeologists and geologists
are planning to dig in the site and
others in the surrounding area in
June, Mandel said. About 20-30
people will be at the site, he said,
and there will be others surveying
in Cheyenne County, Kan., and in
sites across the Colorado border.

There will be a few more people

than at previous digs, he said, but
they will be spread out over a larger
area. Harlan House, a Sherman
County farmer, had said there
would be hundreds of people,
Mandel said, and that kind of
freaked the landowner out.

There may be hundreds, he said,
but not all will be on her land.

The findings have gotten national
attention from several news organi-
zations, Mandel said, including The
Washington Post and the Associ-
ated Press.

How do scientists know how old
the bones and artifacts they find
are? How can the age of things thou-
sands of years old be measured with
no written record of what they are
or when things were buried?

Carbon-14 dating measures the
deterioration of radioactive carbon
in the objects to determine how old
they are. Carbon-14 has a measur-
able half life, said Dr. Rolfe Mandel,
archaeological geologist at the
Kansas Geological Survey.

“Webster’s New World College
Dictionary” defines half life as “the
constant time period required for

Carbon dating helps scientists determine age of bones found
the disintegration of half of the at-
oms in a sample of some specific
radioactive substance.”

Carbon dating is not theoretical,
Mandel said, nor a ballpark figure.
It is precise, with a standard devia-
tion of 30-40 years.

The depth of burial can help, too,
he said, when there are undisturbed
layers of dirt and artifacts. Scien-
tists find “horizons,” concentra-
tions of material at a certain depth
below the surface. Each layer,
Mandel said, contains artifacts of a
certain age.

Some artifacts found at the Sher-

man County site are from the Clovis
period, Mandel said, around 11,500
years ago, and were found at four to
five feet. The mammoth and camel
remains were found at 6-8 feet, he
said, and carbon-14 dating puts

them at 12,200 years old, pre-
Clovis.

Clovis is the name for what are
believed to be people of North
America from 10,800 to 11,500
years ago.


