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from our viewpoint...

Taking a sledge
to Social Security

Socia Security has been the retirement plan for most
Americanssinceit wassignedinto law in 1935.

But theremaybedark daysahead, andif theestimatesare
right, thefund will be unableto pay all retirement benefits
by 2042.

President George Bush has decided it istime to fix the
problem, and heisgoing around the country promoting his
privatization plan astheanswer. Hehastried tofinessethe
plan by sayingthoseover 55—thosebornin 1949 or before
— will get the benefitspromised under thecurrent system.

Bush’splanwould allow younger workerstotakepart of
themoney they pay intothesystem— uptohalf —andhave
it invested in an attempt to out produce Socia Security’s
lower rate of return.

Soundsgood, but theplan doesnot actually solvetheprob-
lemwith Social Security. Taking money out of theprogram
to beinvested would mean thetrust fund would run out of
money yearsearlier. Estimatesareit wouldtake $2trillion
to cover the shortfall.

Having people invest their retirement sounds good be-
causeit would put moremoney into the businesseconomy
— something Bush'’sfriendswould like—and pushupthe
rateof returntotheindividual whenthey reachretirement.
Thisplan could befraught with problems, though, because
theaveragecitizen doesnot havethefinancial background
to handleinvestment decisions.

True, thereareplenty of expertsout thereto“ help” make
thosedecisions, but thereisnoguaranteethoseinvestments
are going to be the winning path. Faced with those prob-
lems, most A mericanssimply opt for the* safe” roadwhich
putsthe money infundswith alocked-ininterest rate. Un-
fortunately, withtoday’ sinvestment rates, that isnot much
better than Social Security isdoing now.

Dismantling Social Security doesnot appear tobethean-
swer, but the evidenceistherethat about thetime our kids
areready toretirethey will findthel ock box hasbeen picked
and at | east 20 percent of themoney for their retirement has
disappeared.

It istime to address the future of Social Security, but
Bush’splanusesawrecking ball approachwhichleavesbig
holesin the program and costs more than we can afford.

Therearealternativesthat have been discussed sincethe
firsthig“crisis’ inthe1980s. Onesuggestionistoraisethe
retirement age to 70. For those who have crossed the 55
mark, the retirement age is aready being raised to 67 be-
forethey canclaimfull benefits. Another threeyearstosave
the system seemsfair.

Turningthebillionsof dollarsinthe Social Security trust
over toalist of investment counselorswho are moreinter-
ested intheir commissionsisnot an appealing picture.

There are some things that should not be chopped into
pieces, and Social Security isontopof that list. — TomBetz
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Famlly has triumphs in mlsplannlng

Our family has had a series of triumphsin
misplanning.

It started with my husband getting unhappy
withour television provider. Wehaveoneof those
littledishesonthesideof thehouseandthefolks
that maketheprogramsgofromthesatelliteinto
thedish raised thefees.

To lower the cost, Steve dropped CBS and
FOX, among others. Thisdidn’t bother either of
us, sincewe never watched those channels.

Actually, about theonly thingwe"watch” isa
couple of music channels. These show you a
whitebox onablack screen. Thetitleof thesong,
artist and album scrollsalong acrossthe box.

Occasionaly, I'll watch an old movie while
foldingclothesandtwotothreetimesayear we'll
order apay-per-view feature.

| havenoideawhen Steve dropped part of the
service. Thefirst | heard of it was a complaint
from our son at Christmas. He was home and
gluedtothetubebut couldn’t get asportsprogram
hewanted to watch on CBS.

Hisfather explained what had happened and
suggested that the Christmaslightsneeded to be
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® Open season

put up, at which time our son became very en-
grossed in something on another channel.

Thesubject wasdropped until Saturday when
we were discussing watching the Super Bowl,
whichwas shown exclusively on FOX.

Wedidn't really want to watch the game, but
wewerelooking forward to the commercials.

We ended up watching neither.

Instead we looked up the Internet site our
daughter and son-in-law had spent thelast month
building.

Feliciaand Nik were planning to go on vaca-
tion to Mexico with usthelast week of January
until they realized that the Super Bowl was be-
ingheldinJacksonville, Fla., wherethecompany
they work for ownsthe newspaper.

They had already been told that they needed
to set up a super web site for the big game. So
instead of lyinginthesuninMexico, thekidssat
hunched over computer screensin Jacksonville.

Anothertriumphto planning, althoughit really
wasn't their fault that the Super Bowl waswhen
or whereitwas.

Thethird triumphwasin Mexico.

Youngest daughter was able to make the trip
and had a great time. She also tried to burn the
place down.

Shewasmaking sticky riceby putting therice
in a plastic colander on top of a pot of boiling
water. Thericewasamost donewhen | decided
to go to the clubhouse for lunch. Daughter de-
cided that wasagreat idea.

Anhour later, wearrived back toasmoke-fille
villa. Theplasticcolander wasmel tedintothepot,
which had gonedry. Thewindowswereall open
and the celling fansturned on. It still took most
of two hours to get the smoke out of the place,
and it smelled faintly of burned plastic for two
daysthereafter.

Planning, they say, makesall thedifference.

Some words seem to stick in the mind

Ever notice how some words just tend to get
in the collective mind and stick, whether they
ought to bethere nor not?

Mandate comesto mind. It'saperfectly good
English word, meaning an authoritative order,
especialy awritten one.

It's not, however, asynonym for order or re-
quire. It hasamore specific meaning.
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talk, but it's not good communication. Report-

There’'smore— take community.

Community iseverywhere, meanseverything.
“The community this, the community that.”
People who say it just mean “people” or “the
town.”

But | know I’ mfighting alosing battle here.

No onewants any of my unfunded mandates.
Surely no one will fund my crusade, if I'm al-

If you listen to the bureaucrats, though, it's ersspend hourstryingtostraighten thisstuff out, lowed to usethat term.

mandate this and mandate that. No one saysre-
quire anymore. And “unfunded mandates” ar
everywhere.

People say mandate when they’re not really
surewhat it means.

Personally, I’ d liketo mandate peopleto stop
using theword.

Thenthereisfund.

Timewaswhentheuseof fundswas, at best, a
genteelismusedin placeof themorecrassmoney.
It might beused by abanker or aparticularly eru-
dite bum in amovie. The word means a supply
that can be drawn upon, or a sum of money set
asidefor some particul ar purpose.

Exceptintechnical financial circles, itwasn't
thought of asaverb. Today, it sthehot synonym
for money. Bureaucratstalk about “ getting some
funding.” Officialssay, “we'll fund that.”

It'snot that it’swrong; it’sjust that it snot the
way “real people” talk.

That's one of the things about abureaucracy.
Bureaucratsset themsel vesapart fromtherest of
usby talking lingo. And those who hang around
withthem, likenewspaper reporters, tendtopick
up theargot.

Every business has its lingo. Newspaper
peopletalk about tabsand cutlinesandincheslike
ordinary people knew what they meant. (That's
tabloid, apaper size; aphoto caption, and column
inches, a unit of square measure, in case you
wondered.)

But that kind of language doesn’t belong in
public.

Everyone— school officials, teachers, public
officials, reporters, bureaucrats— hasaduty to
talk plain language when they’re outside the
shop.

It may be good to set yourself apart with “in”

are and not alwaystoo successfully.

And | don't think the community cares.

AR

}m ¢ Yy,

/

|

KE« Wikl CRELECHRIONS CoH

By g o ///M////wg/// ,W; W/%/W//WW//M ,///%//%/% 3 A

s e Pl tlon

W

,//
//,f/

garfield

M VAVES 2-22

OKAY GUYS,
THE COAST
IS CLEAR!
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