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By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A Floridatruck driver went high-
way surfing onapieceof hiswind-
shieldafter rolling histruck Sunday
on|-70west of town.

Rayscott Waller, 46, Destin, Fla.,
was taken to Goodland Regional
Medical center for treatment, said
Trooper Jason Duffey of the Kan-
sas Highway Patrol. He said the
truck rolled about 12:30 p.m. about
10 mileswest of Goodland, on the
curvesnear therest stop.

Duffey’sreport saidthetruck was
westbound when it went off the
road, Waller overcorrected and the
vehicleturnedonit’sside. Itwound
up facing east.

Waller, reached at the Howard
Johnson Hotel in Goodland, said
Monday heisthankful to come out
of theaccident OK.

“| feel very blessed,” hesaid. “It
wasapretty amazing accident.”

He said when he realized the

The other half of this broken-outwindshield helped save Rayscott Waller, Destin, Fla., when his truck
rolled on I-70 Saturday. After breaking out the windshield, officers said, Waller slid 288 feet across
both lanes of traffic on the westbound side of the road.
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truck was going to roll, he thought
he needed to get out. Waller, who
wasn’t wearing a seat belt, said he
wasthrownintothepassenger seat,

dland

Truckdriversurfsroad
on piece of windshield

where he decided to punch out the
truck’ swindshield.

“l wasjust tryingto get out of the
truck,” hesaid.

The truck was at full speed, 70
miles per hour, he said, when the
accident happened. He said truck-
ersknow thesurvival rateof ahigh
speedrolloverisn’tvery high, sohe
knew hehadto act fast.

“I1t’sall going through your mind
soquickly,” hesaid.“| punchedthe
window out. Miraculously, the
windshield cameout.”

Sherman County Undersheriff
Roger Studer, thefirst officer onthe
scene, said Waller slid 288 feet
acrossboth lanes of traffic.

“He'slucky,” hesaid.

Waller said he escaped the acci-
dent, hisfirst, with nothing more
than scrapes and bruises. He said
thehospital put himthroughamag-
netic resonance imaging machine,
or MRI, just to besure.

“I"'mbruisedup,” hesaid, “butno
broken bones.”

Studer saidthewindshielddidn’t
shatter, but popped out of the ve-
hicleintwopieces. Onecametorest

County upgrading 911 emergency calling

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County isupgradingits
911 emergency calling system, and
last Tuesday, commissioners ap-
proved an additional $1,440 for a
uninteruptable power source from
SBC Corp.

Mary Messamore, manager of
county dispatch and emergency
management, told thecommission-
ers the first phase of the upgrade
began with the arrival of the new
equipment last week. However, the
technicianstold her theemergency
power backup onthecurrent system
isnot big enough to handlethe new
gear.

She said they recommended a
larger backuptohelphandlethein-

creased power needs at a cost of
$1,440 from SBC, which is han-
dling the installation and provides
the phonelines.

Thecommissionersaskedif there
was enough money in the 911
equipment fund, and County Clerk
Janet Rumpel said there was more
than enough to cover the cost. The
commissioners approved the pur-
chase.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
asked Messamore how much
money the county was receiving
fromthenew monthly tax on cellu-
lar phonesthat beganin September.
Messamore said it is bringing in
about $750 amonth.

She said Wallace County has
asked if Sherman County could

handle wireless 911 calls for their
county.

The commissioners said they
might consider that after the new
system isup and running, but they
preferredtotakeonestep at atime.

Rasure said he had heard some
complaintsthat the911 systemwas
not always working, but Mess-
amore said the system is working
well and that the upgrade is to be
ableto better handlethecell phone
cals.

Rasure said anyone who thinks
the 911 system has not answered
their call should redial to be sure
they have hit theright numbers.

“Wewanttoknow if thereareany
failuresinthesystem,” Rasuresaid,
“and we can check back in the

phonerecordsto seewhat may have
happened. Weall depend onthesys-
temtowork, and weknow how im-
portantitistothosecallingin.”

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

» Approved reappointment of
MarvinDuell totherural fireboard
for athree-year term. They will try
tocontact Melvin Sieck to seeif he
is interested in serving another
term.

 Had areport from the Western
PrairieResource Conservationand
Development that Greg Nemechek
iswilling to stay on as the county
representative and that Fred Hall
would be his alternate. The com-
missioners approved the appoint-
ments.

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Most everyoneisgladtheareahasbeen get-
ting more moisture, but more rain will mean
more weeds along the county roads, and it
lookslike the cost of mowing those weedsis
going up becausefuel for themowersiscost-
ing more.

Contractor Darrell Schrader told the
Sherman County commissionerslast Tuesday
that he wants to work with the county and
handlethemowingfor thisyear, buthesaidthe
cost of fuel is so high heisasking the county
to help cover theincrease.

Hesaidthecost of diesel fuel hasrisen8-12
percent in the last three months, and he has
beentryingtowork out acontract pricefor the
summer.

Sherman County has a contract with
Schrader to mow the county roadsat acost of
$160,000, and Commissioner Rasure said he
feltthat wasafair price, but agreed the county
might hel p with some of thefuel costs.

Schrader said he had a firm contract with
Frontier Equity last year, and hopes to work

More rain means more weeds, more cost

out asimilar contract thisyear. He said thefuel
priceisabout 40 centsper gallonhigher thanlast
year.

Heused 23,000 gallonsto dothemowingl ast
year, and had acontract for 20,000 gallons. He
said the extra moisture made it harder to mow
some of theweeds, and that they hadto go over
some places more than the normal two
mowings.

Curt Way, public works manager, said the
county’s diesel cost has risen about $16,000
over the past year, whilethe number of gallons
used hasfallen from 64,760 in 2003 to 63,186
last year. Way said the cost has risen from
$85,195t0$101,616 last year.

The commissioners said they felt Schrader
did agood job of mowing, but that there were
sometimeswhenit seemedthemowerswerenot
getting afull day of work, and they had to take
afew extradaystofinish upin December.

Schrader said he has six mowersand ishop-
ingtoreplacetwo of theolder onesthisyear. He
said theweed amarath isreally making him go
through the blades. He said he uses apallet of
blades a month and there are 14 sets of blades

inapallet.

Way said he appreciatesthat Schrader tries
tohelpkeeptheditchescleaned out, especially
when hefindstires.

Schrader said beer bottles play havoc with
the mowers, and heisfinding more palletsin
the ditches, which slow down the mowing.

Onthefuel cost, Schrader said heiswilling
to absorb some of theincrease, but would ask
the commissionersto consider paying part.

Commissioner Mitch Tiedeasked Schrader
if hehasafirmfigure or anideaof how to de-
terminetheamount heisaskingfor.

Schrader said hewanted to talk to the com-
missionersabout the problem beforehemade
acommitment for thefuel.

The commissioners told Schrader they
would discuss the matter and have Way con-
tact him. They plannedto put themowing cost
ontheagendafor today’s meeting.

After Schrader left, thecommissionersdis-
cussed thefuel cost with Way, and suggested
they consider afuel surchargewith abasefig-
uredon 20,000 gallons. Rasureaskedthat they
discussit beforetoday’smeeting.

corrections

An article “Hundreds learn to
stay healthy” on the front page of
The Goodland Star-Newson Tues-
day, Feb. 8, reportedincorrectly that
the Sherman County Health De-
partment wasresponsiblefor blood
tests. Participants had their blood
profilesdonetwoweeksbeforethe
fair by staff and volunteers at the
Goodland Regiona Medical Cen-
ter.

Test results were reviewed with
Drs. David Younger, Travis Daise
and M ohedine Shafei inascreened-

Affordable Chiropractic Care
Guolven Chiropractic Clinic

1002 Broadway
Goodland, Kansas 67735

off area, not privaterooms. A booth
to check body fat percentages was
set up by Sherman County Exten-
sion, not the health department.
Diabetes testing was provided by
the hospital. These were the
reporter’'serrors.
EENEN

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
shouldbefair and factual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Customary Our Fee
Fee
Examination and X-rays: $125.00+ $65.00
Treatment and Therapies:
Spinal Traction T5He -0-
Electric Muscle Stimulation TS8O, -0-
Ice or Heat Pack Therapy Toea. -0-
Vibratory Massage Therapy TO60 -0-
Office Call with Spinal Adjustment $A50Q+ $45.00

Never pay more than $45.00 per office call including spinal
adjustment, any and all therapies

(BCBS Cap Provider - All insurance and Medicare Accepted)

785-899-5522

 Accepted the resignation of
Marsha Schilling from the City/
County Recreation board and ap-
pointed Terry Taylor toreplaceher.

¢ Heard Commissioner Mitch
Tiedesay hehad beenlookingatthe
county salary resolution, andfelt it
needed to be updated.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
noted that it was about three years
old and did need some revisions.
They will consider that at today’s
meeting, along with reviewing the
salary recommendations from de-
partment heads.

« Discussed the need to havethe
Kanorado ambulancehousedinthe
firestation. Commissionersagreed
that for the present time, the ambu-
lance should be housed in the fire
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ontheground next to thetruck anc
theother slid acrosstheroad carry-
ing Waller.

“I’ve never seen it before,” the
undersheriff said.

He said Waller landed partly in
the westbound passing lane anc
witnesses stopped to direct traffic
around him.

“1 wascognizent thewholetime,”
Waller said, adding that he held on
to a pre-pass unit, a two-inch by
four-inch electronic device at-
tachedtothewindshieldtoidentify
atruck at weigh stations. “When |
stopped, | thought, ‘ Did that really
happen?”

Studer said when he arrived and
saw Waller on the other side of the
highway, he assumed he had
crawled or walkedthere. Thesaf ety
glassin the truck’s windshield, he
said, didn’t break, and it protectec
Waller during hisslide.

The Tyson-owned rig was not
Waller’snormal truck, he said, but
aloaner from the company out of
Springdale, Ark. Theload of frozen
chicken headed for Denver wasre-
moved by McB’sMotor Co.

system

station, and that thecommissioners,
therural fire board and the City of
Kanorado should look for along-
term solution.

Rasuresaiditwouldbeimportant
for Kanorado to be sure there are
enough trained crew members tc
keeptheambulancetherebeforethe
station isexpanded.

» Approved billsfor thefirst half
of themonth totaling $82,312.

* Helda15-minutecl osed session
with County Clerk Janet Rumpel to
discuss personnel.

The commissionerswill meet at
8 am. on Monday in the commis-
sion room on the main floor of the
Sherman County courthouse, 813
Broadway, to closethe month out.

City Commission
to hear about wind

Renewable Energy Resources, a
Tennessee company that is plan-
ning a 10-tower wind farm south-
west of town, is asking the City
Commission to consider a sales
agreement and an option for some
power.

The firm is opening an office
here, and plans to build several
wind farms in Kansas and Colo-
rado.

The commission will meet at 5
p.m. tonight because the meeting
wasdelayed by thePresident’sDay
holiday on Monday.

In other business, the commis-
sionwill:

« Consider authorizingthemayor
to sign the annual operation and

mai ntenance assurance statement
for Steever Park. Thepark land was
purchased with afederal recreation
grant years ago when the ballpark
wasbuilt. Thecity hastoassurethe
government that theland is still in
usefor outdoor recreation.

« Appoint one person to the Rec-
reation Advisory Board.

e Approve payment to Evans,
Bierly, Hutchison and Associates
for engineeringwork ontheairport
lighting project.

Thecommissionmeetsat 5 p.m.
upstairsinthe City Administration
Building, 204 W. 11th.

Thecity officecloseat 4 p.m.,and
thefront door will belocked.

Opens Office in

Dr. Mark
Wahlmeier,
Optometrist,

Goodland!

Drs. Morrison & Wahlmeier, Colby, are pleased to an-
nounce the opening of their eyecare office in Goodland.
Dr. WahImeier is committed to bringing professional,
patient centered vision and eye health care to Goodland
area patients. Beginning March 7th, Dr. WahIimeier will be
available to see patients in the Goodland office on Mon-
days and Wednesdays and office hours will be maintained

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Appointments
may also be scheduled with Dr. Wahlmeier in the Colby
office on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

110 W. 10th Street
Goodland, Kan. 67735

7/85-899-3654

*Comprehensive vision and eye health testing
*Two-year frame and lens warranty
*Guaranteed contact lens success program

Dr. Mark Wahlmeier

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM
www.eyeclinic.com

180 W. 6TH
Colby, Kan. 67701

785-462-8231




