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from our viewpoint...

Gambling money
not best school deal

It seems certain the Kansas Legislature is going to put
another $400 million to half abillion ayear into public
schoolsover the next few years.

No oneseemsto know how thestatewill pay for this, be-
yondthefirstyear. Revenueprojectionsdon’t show thestate
bringinginenoughto makeendsmeet, but thenafew years
ago, the projections showed the state having a lot more
money than it actually got. A rising tide makes all the dif-
ference.

Andwhiletheremay bealot of support forincreasingthe
school budget, it sthe L egisl ature— not the courts— that
needsto decide how much and whereit comesfrom.

Thereisnoground swell amongvotersor businesspeople
for atax increase, no matter the reason. Theresults of the
last el ection ought to convince peopl e of that.

Relying on gambling expansion to finance schoolsis a
badidea, bad because gamblingisdestructive, and bad be-
causeit’snot areliable source of money.

There'sjust something repul sive about paying for kids
education with sintaxes, any way you diceit.

SothelL egislature, faced with a Supreme Court order to
come up with more money before it goes home, needs to
shift around existing dollarsand new incomefromagrow-
ing economy to find the money for schools. It's not going
tobeeasy.

The memberswill have to keep in mind, as Chancellor
Robert Hemmenway at the University of Kansassays, that
it makeslittlesenseto educatekidsthrough high school and
not provide adecent higher education.

Kansas coll egeshave been starving thelast few yearsas
public schoolsand welfare soaksup every availabledollar
from the state budget.

Nor can the Legislature expect to take much out of the
highway fund, lest the state default on its promises under
the 10-year transportation plan.

Thedevilsintheworks, it seems, includesocial programs,
from public assistance to help for the disabled, Medicaid
and welfare. These programs have grown uncontrollably
during the recession. Even today, they show little sign of
slacking off, and many are considered “entitlements,”
which the state hasto pay for whether it hasthe money or
not.

Special-interest groupskeep pushing for moremoney for
these programs, and at even a hint of cuts, they organize
demonstrationsin front of the State house. It's hard to be
firmwith peopleinwheelchairs. It |looks mean.

The Legidlatorswill have to balance all that out and do
the best they can. That may not be good enough for the
courts, but then, the courtshaveno power toraisetaxes. At
least, we hopethey don’t.

Thebest anyonecan hopefor isthat theeconomy will keep
improving and there’ Il be money to cover all the bases. If
not, there is nothing writ in stone that says the state gov-
ernment hasto grow every year. — Steve Haynes
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The weather makes me want spring

| don’t know about you, but I’'m ready for
spring.

Theweather hasn’tbeenall that bad thisyear,
but I'mstill ready for it to get warm.

There's something about “the dead of win-
ter” that conjures up thoughts of futility, de-
pression and death.

So | thought I’ d go to my fileand share some
quotations| havesaved ondeath. Not acheery
subject, but oneweshould consider occasionally.

“Thereain’t but three things worth saying
about somebody that’s passed on, and | can
truly say al threeof thisgood man. | loved him.
I’ll misshim.And|’ [ not bethesamefor know-
ing him” — Sutter’s Cross. W. Dale Cramer.

“Sothat wasthelifeof LittleMary. Shehad
gotthroughit...theway you eat aplateof food
when you're not hungry abit. The truth was,
she wore out. Just wore thin and then wore
through, likeashirtsleeveat theelbow.” Fare-
well,I"'mBoundto L eaveYou, Fred Chappell.

“Thesocial structure of the hospital had re-
gressedtohighschool sensibilities: Us-Them
asreligion, alusty proliferation of castes,
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cliques, and cabals, endless jockeying for
power and turf. Adding to that was the end-
means inversion that captures every bureau-
cracy: the hospital had devolved from aheal-
ing place needing funds to treat patientsto a
large-scalemunicipal employer requiring pa-
tient fees to meet its staff payroll.” — John
Kellerman, TheConspiracy Club. (That last
sentenceis certainly astatement of our time.
—LGT)

“Obituaries always list the year you were
bornandtheyear youdied, separated by adash:
1990-1996. When you were born and when
youdiedisnot nearly asimportant aswhat you
did in between— what you put in your dash.
What have you put in your dash?” — Wally
Amos, “Add adose of fun to your daily rou-

tine,” The Costco Connection. (Something to
consider while we still have time to make 8
difference. —LGT)

“Her voice seemed so clear to him that he
could not accept the fact that she lay beneath
the ground he knelt on, never to see the day-
light again. Hewasal onenow and thethought
|eft him lost. When awoman loses aman, he
recalled hearing somewhere, shepicksup her
lifeasbeforeand perseveres. But whenaman
|loses awoman, he dies by half.” — Clive
CusslerinViking 03.

“That which we expect of lifeisindeed all
that it ever can be.” — Richard Paul Evansin
The Locket.

“We come into the world crying while all
around usaresmiling. May weso livethat we
go out of thisworld smiling while al arounc
usarecrying.” — Old Persian proverb

“We'reall goingtodie. Wejust havetotake
turns.” — 6 year old child— KylieHouse.

Kyliehastheright idea. Deathisnothingto
dread. It'sjust aturnin the road as we travel
toward our eternal home.

New vehicles a waste of tax money

TotheEditor:

I, Mark Jenkins, own a1996 Chevy pickup |;

andit has 278,000 milesonit.

Then the sheriff’s department wantsto buy
anew car and apickup.

| got more milesthan these sheriff vehicles
they want to get rid of combined.

That'sjust atotal waste of taxpayer money.

Takealook at all the new vehiclesthe sher-
iff and the city have. Itisatotal waste of tax-
payer money, and all they want todoisdrive
around and show it of f with coffeeand adonut
intheir hands.

| haveseen onetoo many timesthepoliceand
sheriff talking to oneanother throughtheir car
windows and trying to figure out what to do
next. Many timestheir conversationisway too
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long, and weastaxpayersare paying themfor
visiting.

Takealook at all the new vehiclesthat city
has. Look brand new to me. For what!

| noticethecity got acouplenew dumptruck
that haul dirt. The farmers have old dump
trucksthat are20to 30yearsoldand haul grain
and madeprofit off of, andthecity dumptrucks
haul dirt.

Gofigure.

The sheriff and the city spend entirely toc
much money on vehiclesand thistownisget-
tingsmaller.

If the city and sheriff stop wasting money,
then maybe we' d have some money to clean
up thistown.

Thistownisgetting smaller andthetaxpayer
are spending money on new vehicles just to
show off with new decals and lights flashing
through thetown.

If peopledon’t believethat | havemorethan
278,000 milesonmy pickup, pleasedon’ thesi-
tateto stop by at Goodland Car Wash and take
alook. Maybel’ll giveyou afreecar wash to-
ken.

Mark Jenkins

Goodland

Bills must be moved out this week

This brings us up to date following the re-
cent round of appearancesacrossthedistrict.

TheCapitol hasbecomenoticeably busieras
we approach the halfway point of thelegisla-
tive session. Committee meetings are busy
with hearings and debate to push bills out be-
foretheturnaround deadline on Saturday.

I mportantissueslikehumantrafficking, the
school financeformulaand worker’scompen-
sation will soon reach the Housefloor.

School Finance

Last week, the Sel ect Committee on School
Finance introduced House Bill 2474, which
will help to make up a comprehensive K-12
education funding plan.

Theplanwill add $63 millioninnew money
totheeducation base, distributed amongbilin-
gual weighting, at-risk weighting, special edu-
cation and capital outlay. Theplan also seeks
to add $244 to the base state aid per pupil by
shifting money from the deleted correlation
weighting.

Thebill callsfor the creation of anadvisory
Education Council based on the model of the
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Judicial Council. The Council will have the
ability to gather input from committees of its
making.

Theplan also alowsfor morelocal control
of raising revenue through local option bud-
gets. The proposed legislation allows schoo
districts a5 percent increase in local option
budget authority and a5 percent cost-of -living
alowancefor qualified districts.

While details are still emerging, we know
that additional money will beaddedtothebase
(%$4,107.00final figureasof last Friday). The
House Education Committee will hear testi-
mony onthebill thisweek.

Health

HB 2337 on importation of drugs will be

heard. Thiswould make it illegal to import

drugsfor Canadaor any other foreigncountry.
Unfortunately, thisislikely to becomeapoliti-
cal issue and divide along party lines rather
than adiscussion of themeritsof importation.

HB 2417 regarding formation of a Council
on Obesity Prevention and Management will
alsobeheard. Many other legidlativeissues(in-
cluding school food vending machines) woul o
be germaneto this bill and could be added or
the floor as amendments. For that reason, |
doubt it will leave the Health committee.

Previous billsthat have been heard may be
worked on Monday and Tuesday. Tuesday is
thelast day wehavetoget billsout of theHealth
Committeethisyear.

Weekend meetings

Saturday, Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer and | visited
Goodland, Colby, Hoxie and Plainville to hear
concerns from peoplein the district. Meetings
werewel | attended withlotsof goodinteraction.
| really appreciateyour comments, helpand sug-
gestions. You can e-mail me at jmorriso-
@ink.org. With any other address, receipt may
be delayed or | may never seetheemail.
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