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from our viewpoint...

Who iIs running
the state of Kansas?

Maybewe' |l get onething settled in Kansasthisyear.
Andthat’swhoserunning this state.

Incivicsclass, weall learned how astateis supposed to work.
Thegovernor proposes abudget and |eadsthe bureaucracy.
TheL egidlature makeslaws, adjustsand approvesthe budget.
Andmost of all, the Legislatureraisestaxes.

ture.
Courtshave no power to draw up abudget or increase taxes.
Or sowethought.

ever that means.
Thejudgesaren’t saying.

taxes. Weall learned that in civicsclass, or thought we had.

If the court finds school s not suitable, perhapsthe judgeswill
shut them down. Right. That would be good for our kids.
thestate has, not on atax increase.
school districtsthat felt they lost out in thelegislative process.
money ought to be stopped. Someone needsto stand up to legal

suit.
Many inthe L egislature are mad.

B;oth ideas have merit.

our highjudgesandtheir self-imposed roleasspending advocates.
Whatever happens, we' d suggest that any judgewho thinks
we need moretaxes should step down from the bench and run
for the Legidlature. That’ d give abetter picture of what people
want. — Steve Haynes

where to write

Thecourtsrefereeeverything. They interpret thelawsand, when
asked, decidewhether they fit in the state’s constitutional struc-

In Kansas today, the state Supreme Court has ruled that the
Legidlatureisn’t putting enough money into schools. The court
based itsdecision on one sentenceinthe Constitution. It saysthe
state shall make* suitable” provisionsfor educating all students.

What happensif theL egid aturedoesn’t movefast enough?The
court set an April 12 deadline for making things suitable, what-

Presumably, the court can’t just order the Legislatureto raise

Atbest, thecourt shouldbeabletoruleondividingupthemoney
Thewholelegal processwasbegunby agroup of medium-sized
This brazen attempt to circumvent the process and get more
blackmail, and to activist, liberal judgeswho would back sucha
Onebill wouldreguirejudgesto beconfirmed by thestate Sen-

atebeforetaking office, asfederal judgesmust be. Another would
return the high court to the el ection process, giving voters more

There' sno evidence Kansanswant to pay moretaxes, evenfor
schools. It d beinteresting to see, at the polls, what they think of
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Stay-at-home moms keep country together

After much thought and soul searching, I've
decidedthat stay-at-homemomsarethegluethat
holdsthiscountry together.

I’ vealwaysbeen aworking woman. | quit my
jobjust beforemy first childwasborn, but by the
time shewas 2 weeksold, | was on the phoneto
my old boss, begging to be taken back.

| hate housework, I’ m no expert on child rear-
ing and I’'m no good at clubs and groups.

But looking around, | see dozens of mothers
taking careof their young childrenand volunteer-
ingtheirtimetohel ptheL ittleL eague, PTA, Cub
Scoutsand other groups.

I’m not saying that there aren’t lots of work-
ing moms doing the samethings. But, let'sface
it, by thetimeyou get thehusband and kidsready
fortheday, putin8hoursat ajoband get hometo
fix supper, help with homework, throw inaload
of laundry anddothedishes, youdon't havemuch
timeor energy for other projects.

Wevisited Steve' ssister and brother-in-law last
week, and| startedtorealizehow much shedoes.

BarbisSteve'smuchyounger sister. Shelived

Aid comi

Disaster Sign-up Comingin Mid-March
Last October, | helped shepherd through
Congressassi stancefor farmerswho havesuf-
fered from multiple yearsof drought.

| have received many calls from Kansas
farmersandtheir bankers, asking when disas-
ter assistance would be available. Following
myinquiry, topofficialsattheU.S. Department
of Agriculture have confirmed to me that a
sign-up should beginthethirdweek of March.
The Crop Disaster Program (CDP) and the
Livestock Assistance Program (LAP) will be
administered in the same manner as 2002.

Producers with crop or quality losses that
exceed 35 percent of historicyieldsduetodam-
agingweather or drought in 2003 or 2004 will
be eligible to sign up for disaster assistance
payments. The livestock provides assistance
for stockmen for 2003 or 2004 in any county
that hasrecei ved anemergency designation by
thepresident or thesecretary after Jan. 1, 2003.

For additional information, asthat date ap-
proaches, contact your Farm Service Agency
office.

Workingfor Kansans

Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert has
asked meto continue serving on the Agricul-
ture, Veterans Affairsand Transportationcom-
mitteesfor thissession. Theseassignmentsare
important, because they represent the priori-
tiesof many Kansans.

On the Agriculture Committee, | will con-
tinueto serve aschairman of the Subcommit-
tee on General Farm Commodities and Risk
Management. The subcommittee will play a
prominent rolein crafting the next farmbill. |
will also serve asamember of the Conserva-
tion, Credit, Rural Devel opment and Research
Subcommittee and the Subcommittee on De-
partment Operations, Oversight, Dairy, Nutri-
tion and Forestry. The protection and preser-
vation of our farmsandranchesisvital for the
survival of the economy and our Kansas way
of life.

On the Veterans Affairs committee, | will

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

withusfor several yearsand sheseemsmorelike
my sister or oneof my older childrenthananin-
law.A smart, good looking woman, she has a
master’ sdegreein city planning and hadworked
for severa townsin the Kansas City area. Then
her husband got ajobintheir old hometown.

Instead of getting another job, sheturned her
timeand energiesinto raising her son and doing
volunteer work.

She'sthe secretary of adog rescue group and
drives hundreds of miles every month or so to
pick up or deliver Hungarian vizulas, a breed
about thesizeof apointer, but withtheleanlooks
of agreyhound and the dark red of an Irish set-
ter. Besides finding new homes for displaced
dogs, she keeps them for up to three or four

jerry
moran

e in Congress

serve on the subcommitteeson Health and on
Disability Assistance and Memoria Affairs.
Health overseesthehealth care systemfor the
Department of Veterans' Affairs, whichserves
nearly 250,000 veteransinK ansas. Itisimpor-
tant that we do everything possibleto guaran-
teethat they receivethehealth carebenefitsand
servicesthey deservefor protecting our coun-
try.

Finally, on the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee, | will serveontheAvia-
tion; Railroad; and Highways, Transit and
Pi pelines subcommittees. These assignments
areimportant tohel pensurethat thethousands
of Kansansemployedintheaviationfield are
represented during this changing timefor the
industry. Itisalsoimportant aswework to pass
anew federal transportation bill that will im-
prove of country’shighway infrastructure.
DiscussingtheFutureof Railroad Service

Thisweek, | joined several of my colleagues
ontheHouseTransportationand nfrastructure
Committee for the national conference of the
American Association of Railroads. We dis-
cussedthechallengesfacingtherailroadindus-
try andreceivedinput onwaystoimprovethis
vital means of transportation for Kansas and
the country.

In our state, many farmers and businesses
dependonrailroadsto keepthem connectedto
the national transportation network. Kansas
has over 2,000 miles of short-line railroad
track, and ranks second in the nation in the
amount of farm products it ships by rail. In
2004, ahill I introduced providing atax credit
toencourageinvestment inshort-linerailroad
infrastructurebecamelaw. In 2005, | will con-
tinueto look for waysto improve transporta-

months adding them to her menagerie of three
indoor and countless outdoor cats, two vizulas
of her own andfiveto eight horses.

She’s the president of the Lake Kaholza
HomeownersA ssociation, havinginherited hal f
of her parents’ cabin at thelake. With her know!-
edge of planning and development, she keeps
folksfrom building garages on the public right-
of-way or somebody else’sland and other such
nonsense. It doesn’t makeher too popul ar some-
times, but shejust keepsworking to makethings
right.

She'samember of the parent-teacher group,
and when we were visiting, she had designed,
copied and was mailing 1,800 flyers for the
school carnival.

| realized that she and hundreds of otherslike
her are keeping things going acrossthe country,
volunteeringtheir timetoguidechildren, protect
animals, enforcetherulesand bakethe cookies.

Thanks, Barb, andall you stay-at-homemoms,
who just never seem to spend that much time at
home. You all keep usglued together.

ng for drought sufferers

tionandinfrastructureneedsthat areimportant
to our Kansas economy.
M eetingwith Ambassador Allen Johnson

OnWednesday, | metwithU.S. Ambassador
Allen Johnson, chief agriculturenegotiator for
the United States. Ambassador Johnsonisre-
sponsible for critical trade negotiations and
enforcing trade agreementsrel ated to agricul -
ture products. We discussed beef trade with
Japan, the pending Brazilian cotton case, the
timeline for future World Trade Organization
negotiations and the Central American Free
Trade Agreement.

Ambassador Johnson hasspent timein K an-
sas, meetingwithfarmers, and understandsthe
needtoopenforeign marketstoour agriculture
products. Kansasfarmers benefit from higher
priceswhenwecan expand export marketsfor
our surpluscommodities.

Increasing Finesfor FCC Violations

On Wednesday, | supported H.R. 310, the
Broadcast Decency Enforcement Act of 2005.
Thislegidlationincreasesthe Federal Commu-
nication Commission’s maximum fine on
broadcasterswho violateindecency laws. The
measure passed in the House and now moves
totheSenate. Violatorsof thelaw will facefines
of upto $500,000 for each incident.

Contact Me

It is an honor to serve you in Washington.
Pleaselet meknow how | canbeof service. You
can e-mail me through my web page at:
www.house.gov/moranks01/
hearingfromyou.htm

You can also contact me through one of my
HaysDistrict Office, 1200 Main Street, Suite
402, Box 249, Hays, Kansas 67601-0249.
Phone (785) 628-6401 Fax (785) 628-3791

New Washington Office, 2443 Rayburn
HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515 Phone (202)
225-2715 Fax (202) 225-5124. Phone, fax or
e-mail are preferred. Mail may be delayed.
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