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from our viewpoint...
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Immigrants come
to build better life

WEe' vebeentryingto get ahandleonwhy peopleget soworked
up over the current wave of immigration.

It'sjust people coming hereto work, and to build abetter life,
likeweawayshave.

No one moves here to go on welfare or subvert the American
way of life.

Immigrantswanttowork. Thewant to makemoney. M ost want
tobeAmericans, and history shows, in ageneration or two, they
will be.

Most of them speak another language, Spanish or Vietnamese
or Thai. So did every immigrant group after thefirst.

But thechildren of all those Polesand Swedesand Bohemians
and Germans learned to speak English. So will the children of
today’simmigrants.

And despite what is says on the base of the Statute of Liberty,
today itisno different than acentury ago.

There' veawaysbeen thosewho abused and maligned thel at-
est immigrants, whether they were Italian or Irish or Greek or
Mexican. While we say we welcome the tired, the poor and the
hungry, just as often, we' ve called them names and told them to
stay away.

By themiddleof thelast century, we' d put quotasonimmigra-
tion and tried to limit the number who came here.

But our economy is so good, we can’'t find workers at home.
Haven't been abletoinyears. And quotasor not, they come.

Acrossthe border, through thefence, following trailsthrough
the desert or hiding in trucks and railroad cars. Many risk their
lives. Some pay the ultimate price.

They must think it’sworthit to be here.

Wemust, too, becausewe hirethem.

Without immigrants, roads wouldn’t get built in this country.
Construction would stop. Packing plantswould close. Fast food
would be slow.

Americansdon’t want thesejobs. Wethink they’ rebeneath us.

Maybethey are.

Immigrantswill takethem. They want towork.

But it's natural for humans to look askance at someone from
another tribe. Wefear that wedon't know or understand. Wedis-
likeanyonewhoisdifferent.

Thereishope.

Thelonger animmigrant groupishere, themoreit assimilates.
Children losetheir accents and the grandchildren are asAmeri-
can asthenext guy.

It' [l happen.

Meantime, we need to just stop worrying and get on with life.
Immigrantsaren’t thethreat. Prejudiceand ignorance are.

Common sensewill prevail.

Wethink. —Steve Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not be
published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed
to be of no public interest or considered offensive. We reserve
theright to edit letters for length and good taste. We encourage
letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-
news@nwkansas.com>.
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Holiday combines compassion, daring

| don’t know about you, but accordingtomy
calendar, Valentine'sDay has passed.

Withall my work, it wasreally just another
day. | even had ameeting that night.

But tomany peopleitisaholiday filledwith
thoughtsof loveandromance. Afrienddidsend
meacard and another friendincluded abox of
candy, all of which | sincerely appreciated.

That'srealy morethan | did. As| get older
it isharder and harder to keep up with al the
relativesand all the holidays.

Valentine's Day. A day to honor your loved
ones.

Did you know it began many years ago —
probably during the Roman Empire? There
arevariousclaimsaboutitsorigin, butit seems
to have been linked to a problem Rome was
having.

Mendidn’twanttogotowar andleavetheir
families. So the emperor cancelled all mar-
riages and engagements.

However, that didn’t solve the problem. A
few priests, likeValentine(later tobenameda
saint) secretly performed marriagesand hel ped

lorna

® commentary

struggling Christianmartyrs. For hiscompas-
sion, Valentinewasarrested and sentenced to
deathby clubbing. Hismartyrdomoccurredon
February 14th, which also wasthe holiday to
honor Juno, the Queen of theRoman godsand
goddesses. Junowasknown asthegoddess of
women and marriage.

So our holiday honoring loveisacombina
tion of compassion, daring and paganism. It
isn't a Christian holiday, but our society cel-
ebratesit with gesturesof love.

SoI'll endwith aquoteabout love:

“Lovedeeply. Donot hesitatetoloveandto
lovedeeply. Youmight beafraid of thepainthat
deep love can cause. When those you love
deeply reject you, leaveyouor die, your heart
will be broken. But that should not hold you

back fromloving deeply. Thepain that comes
from deep love makes your love ever more
fruitful. Itislikeaplow that breakstheground
to allow the seed to take root and grow into &
strong plant. Every time you experience the
pain of rejection, absence or death, you are
facedwithachoice. You canbecomebitter and
decide not to love again, or you can stand
straight in your pain and | et the soil on which
you stand becomericher and moreabletogive
lifeto new seeds.

“Themoreyou havelovedand haveallowed
yourself to suffer because of your love, the
more you will be able to let your heart grow
wider and deeper. Whenyour loveistruly giv-
ing and receiving, those whom you love will
not leave your heart, even when they depart
from you. Those you have loved deeply be-
comeapart of you....” (Henri J. M. Nouwen,
Thelnner Voiceof Love).

Don't beafraidtolove. And don’t be afraid
toexpressyour love. Godislove. Andloveis
what makesall of lifeworthwhile,

Sheriff explains vehicle replacement, decals

TotheEditor:

Regarding Mark Jenkins' letter in the Feb.
25Goodland Sar-New, | wouldliketotakethis
opportunity to addressacoupleof issues| feel
need clarification.

Thebudget of the Sherman County Sheriff’s
Officeisamatter of publicrecord, and| would
encourageany andall county citizenstoreview
theserecordsregularly.

It is my hope anyone with any concerns,
complaintsor questionsingeneral will feel free
to cometo my office, or stop me onthestreet,
todiscusswhatever isweighingontheir minds.
| amawayswillingtolistentoanew perspec-
tive, or differing opinion, and clarify my own
line of thinking on a particular issue to those
with questions.

With regard to Jenkins' concerns over my
office purchasing two new vehicles, | would
liketo offer thefollowing, as | hope it might
clarify my position and reasoning for making
such purchases:

My deputiesroutinely respondto crimesin
progress. Theserunthegamut from shootings,
matters of domestic violenceto something as
simple as yard ornaments being vandalized.
My patrol vehiclesare driven at high speeds,
at times on bad roads, and under sometimes
extreme conditions.

Thistype of wear ishard on any vehicle. A
typical shift for one of my deputies might in-
clude 200 miles of patrol on county roads. A
relatively low odometer reading on a given
vehiclemight bedeceiving, asit probably does
not adequately reflect thelife of that vehicle.

Asour officeislimitedinsizeand resources,
evenmy off-duty deputiesmay becalledonto
respondinanemergency fromtheir homes.We
need vehicles on which we can depend to get
usto that major accident, or the scene of that
violent crime. Wearetrained first responders,
andweoftenarrivebeforetoemergency medi-
cal services. | would hate something as aca-
demic as a budget concern result in our not
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being able to respond to a medical crisis
quickly. Reliabletransportation can meanthe
difference between lifeand death.

My officehaspurchased two new patrol ve-
hicles. Using one, the pickup, asan example,
by trading our current pickup in, | received
$23,399, and am only using $11,660 of tax
money towards the new truck which will re-
placeit. If | wait another year to tradein the
currenttruck, itsmileagewill certainly exceed
100,000, andthetradevaluewill drop. 1 believe
trading this year will maximize the tradein
money wereceive, and thereforesavetax dol -
lars.

Withregardtodecal srecently appliedtoone
of our patrol cars, the $300 required came not
fromtax money, but rather fromthejail’ scom-
missary fund. That money is accrued when
inmates buy optional items at their own ex-
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pense, such as AM/FM radios, snack fooo
items, and phone cards.

| believe the sight of patrol cars sitting to-
gether, with officers from the same or differ-
ent agencies conversing, isawelcomed sight
in Sherman County. As alifelong resident of
thiscommunity, | can remember atimewhen
interagency rel ationswere so poor that such e
sightwasunheard of. Tome, patrol carssitting
and officerstalkingisasignthey areworking
together, comparing notes on various issues,
suchasthelatest known or suspected criminal
activity. Often, thisinformation is sensitive,
and cannot be aired over the radio, as many
criminals have scanners. Criminalsdo not re-
spect jurisdictional boundaries, and far fewer
would be apprehended if the agencies work-
inginthiscounty did not shareinformation.

Inclosing, | wouldliketoreiterate my invi-
tationtoanyoneand everyonewhohasaques-
tion, comment, or concern they would liketo
voiceto pleasefeel freeto comein and share
those thoughtswith me. | am your elected of -
ficial, and am therefore accountableto you.

Sheriff KevinL. Butts
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ALL HAIL!
I AM KING
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I MIGHT HAVE BEEN MORE
IMPRESSEP IF I WERE A
SPIPER AS WELL




