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from our viewpoint...

Spurts, sputters mark
economic progress

When the city commission voted Thursday to send a 30-day
noticetoAircraft Seal and Gasket Corp., therelikely were some
headsnoddinginthe*I told you so” mode.

Itwouldbeagreat boonto Goodlandif theCaliforniacompany
wasableto producethetypeof devel opment that itsleadersta ked
about when they first approached the city over 18 monthsago.

It appears, though, thereisvery little chancethe company will
beableto meet thetermsof itsleasewith thecity, which callsfor
15 peopleto beemployed, or to beableto show that it isready to
bring more machinery into production.

Thiswasadecisionthecity hadtoface, and after thelast series
of promises in December, including one that there would be at
least nine people hired by March, it wastimeto ring the bell and
end theround.

The advantage the city hasisthat the Wol ak building, remod-
eled at taxpayers expense, isinwonderful shape and can easily
handle a change of occupation. The design used to rebuild the
building makeit ideal to handleany change, and thefacility isa
great asset.

When Aircraft Seal approached the city, officials committed
timeand resourcesto renovatethe old M osbarger IGA to handle
thefirm’sneeds. City workers, contractorsand studentsfromthe
Northwest KansasTechnical Collegetransformedtheempty, fire-
damaged shell to amodernindustrial plant.

Over thepast months, peoplehavequestionedAircraft Seal and
Gasket’sprogress. Thefirmmadeassurances, but thefact remains
that it hastwo fewer employeesnow thanit did at thetime of its
grand opening last February.

Theremay beanother company waitinginthewingsthat could
make use of the building, and move more quickly. Whether that
company endsupintheWolak buildingor Aircraft Seal and Gas-
ket makes some miracul ousrecovery, whatever happenswill be
good for thecity.

Having abuilding availablemakesopportunitiespossible, and
many timesitisability and timing that make economic devel op-
ment work.

Commissioner John Garcia, as the chairman of the Sherman
County Economic Development Council, hasbeen dealing with
thenew company. That promptedthecity toask Aircraft Seal and
Gaskettoliveuptoitslease, or find asmaller placewhereistwo
empl oyeescan continueto producethegasket partsthey havebeen
making since November.

Thereareother thingsthat will comeupinthenext 30 days, but
it wasthecity investing in the building that have made these op-
portunitiespossible. Evenif the current company movesout and
anew onemovesin, it may not bethefinal answer.

That is one of the risks with economic development, but itis
better to be abl eto make choicesonwhowill occupy thebuilding
thanto haveit stand empty. — Tom Betz

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters from
readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include atelephone
number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage |etters, with address and
phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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Moran visits every hospital in the district

Last Friday, | joined Tom Bell, president of
the Kansas Hospital Association, and Doyle
Johnson, administrator of MoundridgeMercy
Hospital, for avisit tothe hospital and adjoin-
ing physicians' clinicin Moundridge.

My visit to Mercy completes my effortsto
have a discussion about health care at every
hospital inthe1st District. Therearemorehos-
pitals— 75— than any congressional district
inthecountry.

Mercy Hospita isowned by the Church of
God and Christ Mennonite, headquartered in
Moundridge. Itisanacutecarefacility,andthe
steff is ableto provide lab, X-ray and emer-
gency room services.

Duringmy timein Congress, | havechaired
theRura Health CareCoalition. Thisgroup of
180 membersadvocatesimprovementsin our
health care system. Our most recent success
occurredlatelast year withthepassageof H.R.
4453, reauthorizing the J-1 Visawaiver pro-
gram, which givesforeign medical graduates
the opportunity to stay in the United Statesif
they agree to practice in a medically
underserved areafor at |east threeyears.

Keeping Manufacturing Jobsin Kansas

OnFriday, | joined David Cox, chief execu-
tive of the Bradbury Co. in Moundridge.
Bradbury providesroll forming, cut to length
and leveling of metal to suit any scale. The
company employeesover 250 peopleand oc-
cupiesover 172,000 squarefeet of space.

Cox and | discussed product liability con-

jerry
moran

:

1

cerns and correction of the uneven playing
field between American manufacturers and
their foreign competitors under the U.S. tax
code. Theseissues areimportant to our Kan-
sas businesses and their employees, and we
must |ook at waysto ensureAmericaremains
competitivein the manufacturing sector.
M eetingwith Youth at L arned Juvenile
Correctional Facility

On Thursday, | met with Superintendent
Robert Rivenburg of the JuvenileCorrectional
Facility in Larned, which is administered by
theKansasJuvenileJusticeAuthority for atour
of thefacility. When| wasastatesenator, | was
involved in the creation of the authority. The
Larnedfacility hasbeenespecially successful
at leveragingitsresourcesby partnering with
the state’s correctional facility and mental
health facility to offer programsto offenders.

| wasableto meet with staff and discussthe
issues and challenges of the juvenile justice
system. Thefacility has 88 residents, with an
averageageof 17, whoarebeingtreatedinthe
Residential Substance Abuse Treatment Pro-
gram. Thisprogramisavailableinpartthrough
the Juvenile Justiceand Delinquency Preven-

®in congress

tionprogramattheU.S. Department of Justice.
Discussing I ssueswith Studentsin Great
Bend

OnThursday, | visited Lincoln Elementary
School inGreat Bend. | spoketol edliePerkins
fourth grade class about how abill becomesa
law and about the three branches of govern-
ment. Her classhad been studying government
and the students had good questions.

Joiningthe SalinaLionsClub Meeting

and Welcoming Sir Richard Branson

On Wednesday, | joined the Salina Lions
Clubfortheirweekly lunchattheBicentennia
Center. | attended thelunch asaguest andwas
ableto speak withmembersabout theprojects
thegroup isinvolved in and theissuesfacing
Salina. Thank you to club president Rick We-
ber for theinvitationandthechancetoget feed-
back from club members.

OnSunday afternoon, | welcomed Sir Rich-
ardBranson, owner of VirginAtlanticAirways,
and a number of international reporters to
Salinafor thelaunch of GlobalFlyer.

Contact Me

You cane-mail methrough my web pageat:
www.house.gov/moranksO1/hearing-
fromyou.htm, or contact one of my offices:

HaysDidtrict Office, 1200Main Street, Suite
402, Box 249, Hays, Kansas 67601-0249,
Phone (785) 628-6401, Fax (785) 628-3791

Washington Office, 2443 RayburnH.O.B.,
Washington, D.C. 20515, Phone (202) 225-
2715, Fax (202) 225-5124

Bills move through committee process

This brings us up to date following the re-
cent round of appearancesacrossthedistrict.

TheCapitol hasbecomenoticeably busieras |

we approach the halfway point of thelegisla-
tive session. Committee meetings are busy
with hearings and debate to push bills out be-
foretheturnaround deadline on Saturday.

I mportantissueslikehumantrafficking, the
school financeformulaand worker’scompen-
sation will soon reach the Housefloor.

Worker’sCompensation

HouseBill 2141, thefirstin an expected se-
riesof billsdealing withworker’scompensa-
tionissues, was heard on thefloor and passed
tofinal action by avoteof 78-37 on Feb. 17.

Thebill dealswith worker’s compensation
claimsin caseswherecontrolled substanceuse
may have played arole in aworker’sinjury,
reducingrestrictionson admission of drug test
resultsinaworker’s compensation hearing.

If itisdiscovered during the courseof treat-
ment that theinjured worker wasunder thein-
fluence of alcohol or drugs, and the employer
can prove the impairment contributed to the
accident, theworkerisnot eligibleforworker’s
compensation benefits.

Currently, employersareunabl etointroduce
resultsof apositive drug or alcohol test taken
inthe course of aroutine post-accident exam.

Thishill allowsfor apositivedrug test tobe
allowed into evidence if an employer had a
written policy of testing in place prior to the
date of the accident. Test results are also ad-
missibleif thetesting wasdonein the normal
course of medical trestment for the accident,
theinjured worker had given written consent
for atest prior to an accident but then refused
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® capitol review

testing after anaccident, or thetestingwasdone
hasaresult of federal or statelaw.

Contrary to some reports, this bill upholds
thedoctrineof “innocent until provenguilty.”
It allows for the protection of employersand
the fellow workers of an employee who
choosesto work whileimpaired.

Human Trafficking

President Bushmetwithagroup of stateleg-
idatorslast year regarding human trafficking
and he urged them to stiffen the penaltiesfor
crimesof exploitation.

HouseBill 2004 createscrimesof first- and
second-degree trafficking in cases of forced
labor or prostitution. The House Corrections
and Juvenile Justice Committee heard testi-
mony from proponents, including KansasAt-
torney General Phill Klineand aState Depart-
ment representative.

School Finance

L ast week, the Sel ect Committeeon School
Finance introduced House Bill 2474, which
will help to make up a comprehensive K-12
education funding plan.

The plan will add $63 million in new money
to the education base, distributed among hilin-
gual weighting, at-risk weighting, special educa
tionand capital outlay. Theplanalsoseekstoadd
$244 to the base state aid per pupil by shifting
money from the del eted correlation weighting.

The bill callsfor the creation of an advisory
Education Council based onthemodel of the Ju-
dicial Council. The Council will havetheahility
to gather input from committees of itsmaking.

Theplan also alowsfor morelocal control
of raising revenue through local option bud-
gets. The proposed legisation allows school
districts a5 percent increase in local option
budget authority and a5 percent cost-of -living
allowancefor qualified districts.

While details are still emerging, we know
that additional money will beaddedtothebase
($4,107.00final figureasof last Friday). The
House Education Committee will hear testi-
mony onthebill thisweek.

Health

HB 2337 on importation of drugs will be
heard. Thiswouldmakeitillegal toimport drugs
from Canadaor any other foreign country. Un-
fortunately, thisislikely to become apolitical
issueand divide along party linesrather than e
discussion of the meritsof importation.

HB 2417 regarding formation of a Council
on Obesity Prevention and Management will
alsobeheard. Many other legid ativeissues(in-
cluding school food vending machines) would
be germaneto thishill and could be added on
the floor as amendments. For that reason, |
doubt it will leavethe Health committee.

Previous billsthat have been heard may be
worked on Monday and Tuesday. Tuesday is
thelast day wehavetoget billsout of theHealth
Committeethisyear.

Weekend meetings

Last Saturday, Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer and |
visited Goodland, Colby, Hoxieand Plainville
to hear concerns from people in the district.
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