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Today
* Sunset, 5:45 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 6:08 a.m.
* Sunset, 5:46 p.m.

Midday Conditions
« Soil temperature 48 degrees
* Humidity 27 percent
« Sky partly cloudy
+ Winds northwest 28-40 mph
* Barometer 29.99 inches

and rising

* Record High today 83° (1989)
* Record Low today -4° (1932)

Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 69°
Low Sunday 33°
Precipitation none
This month none
Year to date .34
Normal 1.07

The Topside Forecast

Today: partly cloudy and breezy
witha 20 percent chance of show-
ers after 11 a.m., winds north
northwest 10-39 mph, high around
56, low near 24. Wednesday:
partly cloudy, high around 59, low
around 29, winds north northwest
11-33 mph

Extended Forecast

Thursday: partly cloudy and
breezy, high around 56, low
around 27. Friday: partly cloudy,

high around 63, low near 31.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.21 bushel
Posted county price — $3.17
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.86 bushel
Posted county price — $1.91
Loan deficiency pmt. — 4¢
Milo — $1.58 bushel
Soybeans — $5.44 bushel
Posted county price — $5.67
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $5.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11 cwt.
NuSun — $11.10 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection — $19/$13 cwt.
Pinto beans — $25

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Special day
for reading

Blake West, Kansas Na-
tional Education Associa-
tion Vice-President, read
stories to students West El-
ementary School on Wed-
nesday. He visited the
school to celebrate Read
Across America Day. Photo
on Page 3.

Buyers
can get
refund

Anyonewho bought acar froma
private seller in Sherman County
after July 1 may beabletoget are-
fund on part of the salestax, thanks
toalaw passed by the Kansas L eg-
islaturethisyear.

A law that went into effect last
year required buyersto pay salestax
onthebook valueof thecar if itwas
higher thantheamount they actually
paid.

Sherman County Treasurer
Shelby Miller saidthelaw had afew
people grumbling last year and
some even decided not to tag their
car when they found out about the
change.

For example, if a buyer paid
$1,000for acar, but theproperty tax
value was $2,500, he was charged
$180 salestax at 7.2 percent. The
amount due before the 2004 law
would have been $72, and the
changesfueled anoutcry acrossthe
State.

Under thelaw passedthisyear, the
buyer would get a sales tax refund
of $108.

To get their money back, people
must fill out a refund application
available from the county
treasurer’s office, or on-line from
http://www.ksrevenue.or g/pdf/
forms/st21V.pdf.

Miller saidtheapplicationformis
availableat her office. Shesaid that
last year several people filled out
protest forms and sent them to the
state over the salestax issue.

“Wedo not havealot of peoplein
thissituation,” Miller said, “but we
do have the forms here. We are not
sending out any special notices, and
itisuptothepersonto either down-
load the form from the Internet or

See REFUND, Page 9

Councll
closer
to hiring

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County Economic De-
velopment board members have
decidedtoformahiring committee
tonegotiateacontract for their next
executivedirector.

Although the boardisnot releas-
ing the name of the potential direc-
tor, the group met for an hour in
closed session Friday, Feb. 25, at
S& T Telephone.

When the meeting was reopened
to the public, board member Don
Newell made a motion to form the
committeewith himself, Chairman
John Garcia, Steve West and Gary
Slough as members.

Garcia said the committee will
negotiate the contract and bring a
recommendation back totheboard.

“Thecommitteeisgoingtotalk to

See COUNCIL, Page 9
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Cowgirls
lose to
Colby

Cowgirl Dani Bedore
(above) leaped past the
Colby Lady Eagle defend-
ers Jessie Stephens, Lissa
Mazanec and Tasha Wag-
oner to score late in the
fourth quarter of the sub-
state championship Satur-
dayinLarned. The Cowgirls
lost to Colby 52-37. Good-
land’s Jordan Frazier (right)
found it difficult to move the
ball up the court against the
pressure from Colby’s
Jessie Stephens (5) and
Ashley Barnes (24) in the
second half Saturday. See
story, photos on Pages 11,
12.

Photos by Tom Betz /
The Goodland Star-News
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ew
city
slogan?

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

What representsGoodland?How
dowewant potential touriststoview
the town? What kind of marketing
will convincepeopleto comehere?

Those are the questions being
asked by the Sherman County Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau as the
group plansfor the next Goodlanc
Getaway Guide. The bureau has
been thinking about developing &
logo and slogan for Goodland but
waited for the state’ s new logo and
dlogan to decide what to do.

Now thebureauwantstoget every-
oneinvolved in developing aslogan
and logo and want all areaorganiza-
tions on board, particularly the city,
county and Chamber of Commerce.
Visitors bureau board members
brainstormed ontheidea, who shoul o
beinvolved and how to get it off the
ground at their meeting Thursday,
Feb. 24, at Howard Johnson Hotel.

Thestate Commerce Department
started marketing Kansas with the
dogan, “KANSAS. AsBig asYou
Think” the first week of January
withtelevision, radio and print ads
featuring Kansans Dwight D.
Eisenhower and AmeliaEarhart.

TheKansasimagecampaign pro-
motestheideathat the state’swide
open spacesallow peopleto dream
big and make big things happen.

Thevisitorsbureauwantedto see
the Kansas campaign before devel -
oping a Goodland logo to see if it
could borrow ideasand run aparal-
lel campaigntothestate’s.

The Goodland slogan and logo
should not divide the community,
saidBrendaM cCants, whoisserving
on the Goodland guide committee;
theChamber, city and county should
beinvolved. There should be conti-
nuity, shesaid, andit could bring co-
hesivenessto other organizations.

Itwill havemorebangif you canget
everyone on the same page, Visitors
Bureau Director DonnaPrice said.

The slogan and logo would be
used in the guide, and visitors bu-
reau members would like it to be
somethingthat could beusedoncity
and county letterhead and by arez
businesses. They cited the success
of Colby’s “Qasis on the Plains”
marketingasareasontomakeasl o-
gan and logo that could be widely
used to get Goodland’'s name and
reputation out.

Thebureau isthinking of having
acontest too.

“I liketheideaof community ef-
fort,” said Lincoln Wilson, aboard
member and Howard Johnson
owner. “The community ownsit.

“1 can’timagineother affiliatesin
the community being against the
ideaof aslogan.”

A lot of businesses use “ Topside
of Kansas,” Chamber M anager
Courtney Wardensaid; it’snotaslo-
gan, but that together with alogois
agood idea.

Thebureau voted to havethe Get-
away Guidecommitteemeet thefirst
week of Marchtocomeupwithapro-
posal topresent tothecity and county
at their commission meetings.

Goodland athletes post some smart grades

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Goodland’sHigh School athletes
juggle long practices with school
work and, fromalook at recent num-
bers, have found away to balance
both.

Principal Harvey Swager said
schools in the Northwest Kansas
League ask how well athletesdoin
theclassroomandthen comparethe
numbers each year.

Goodland'sfootball teamcamein
fourth, with a 3.24 grade point av-
erage, about aB plus, for the team.
Hoxieledtheleaguewitha3.42for
the football team. On the low end,
the St. Francis football team has a

2.93, more of aB minus.

Theaveragesfor ateamaretaken
from everyone who participates,
Swager said, including the team
manager. Some athletes excel in
academics; at least 10 Cowboyshad
a3.70 (A-) or higher and aletter in
football: Josiah Goodley, JohnMos-
barger, Wyatt Dautel, Anthony
Benavides, Dexter Deeds, Jake
Johnson, David Livengood, Brock
Lohr, Derrick Raymer and Drew
Wilkens.

Involleyball, Swager said, Good-
land camein last with a 3.29 aver-
age, aB plus, andtill higherthanthe
football team. The highest was a
3.71fromHoxie.

Girlswith a3.70 or higher and a
letterinvolleyball includeDani Be-
dore, Emily Murray, Jordan Frazier,
Justeen Koehler, Melissa Swager,
LishaTedford and AubreaWinter.

Theboys cross country team av-
eraged 2.77, a C+. The Goodland
boys scored near the bottom, while
Hoxiewas at thetop with a3.49.

Students with a 3.70 or higher
grade point average and aletter in
cross country were Daniel Blake
and Craig Mason.

The girls cross country team
scoreda3.08, aB. Colby wasat the
topwitha3.84.

Swager said even if the teams
didn’t comein first in the league,

they still made good grades.

“1"m pretty pleased with how our
athletes show,” hesaid.

Inneighboring towns, Colby had
nine football players who lettered
with a 3.70 grade point average or
higher, RawlinsCounty one, Hoxie
six, Oakley 11, Oberlin four,
Quinter four and St. Francisseven.

For volleyball, Rawlins County
had six, Colby seven, Hoxie six,
Oakley nine, Oberlin two, Quinter
threeand St. Francis12.

In boys crosscountry, Colby had
five, Hoxiethree, Oberlin two, and
Quinter one. For girlscrosscountry,
Colby had nine, Hoxietwo, Oakley
six, Oberlinthree, Quinter oneand

St. Francisone.

Theideatomakeanall academic
team and compare grades, he said,
came from Goodland about three
yearsago.

“1"m kind of proud of that, too,”
hesaid, adding it setsa standard to
honor students who do well on the
classroom and in sports.

He said the mark helpsto combat
stereotypesof the* dumbjock.” Mak-
ing good grades is harder for some
athletes, hesaid, becauseof practices
and missed classesfor games.

“Wewant to show peoplethat not
only are our kids doing well in the
field,” hesaid, “they’ re doing well
inthe classroom.”



