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from our viewpoint...

Argument calls
for raising taxes

Elsewhereonthepage, you’ |l findanargument for atax in-
creaseto keep Kansas government growing.

Theesteemed Emerson Lynn Jr. of thel olaRegister argues
that Kansaswouldn’t havethefinancia fixit'sintoday if only
the L egislature hadn’t cut taxes all through the 1990s.

Lynn isthe dean of Kansas editors and perhaps the state’'s
finest editorialist. Hemakeshispoint with el oquence. A reader
asked if wewould reprint hispiece, and wehave. Hedoesnot
reach the same conclusionswe do, but then, theright answer
to any question often depends on your viewpoint.

Thereislittledoubt thelL egid aturewill put moremoney into
school sthisyear, maybe asmuch asthe $455 million Senate
proposal, inaneffort to appeasethecourtsand school districts
that feel slighted by the state financing formula.

Thereisalimittohow muchthestatecan pay, though, with-
out raising taxes, and thereisno sigh Kansastaxpayerswant
or would approvethat.

Timesaretoughinthisstate. After fiveyearsof drought and
recession, small businessesareontheir knees. Theeconomic
“recovery” movesat asnail’space.

State government hasfelt the recession ashard asanyone.
Income hasn't met expectationsfor years, and budgets have
been tight. Schools know they can expect little help from a
strapped state.

Inour view, the state, and K ansas school s, need to make do
withwhat they have, just asK ansasbusinessesand taxpayers
have been doing.

Thereisno sign of acrisisin education, other than the arti-
ficial crisiscreated by alawsuit challenging thestate’ sschool
funding formula. In that case, the plaintiffs were school dis-
trictsthat failed to get what they wanted fromtheL egislature,
and so turned to the courts.

But acrossthe state, test scores are high. Kansas students
are learning and schools are improving, despite the budget
crunch.

It'strue, in the 1990s, the state did slash taxes. It did what
government should do when it gets too much money: give
some back to the peoplewho earnediit.

Cries to boost the school budget belie the fact that state
spending hasincreased every year for 40 years except one.
Over that time, the budget hasgrown from $526.5 millionin
1966 to aprojected $11.268 billion next year, an astounding
21 timesgrowth.

Adjusted for inflation, today’s budget is nearly four times
the 1966 version. Why?

Schools. Welfare. New programsand agencies. But mostly
schoolsand welfare.

Thedreamsof 1966 aretoday’ sentitlements, andif youlis-
ten to some peopl e, the growth will continue.

The voters, though, arefed up. They elected more conser-
vativesto the Legidaturelast year, not more spenders. They
have no usefor atax increase. They don’t seeacrisisin edu-
cation, only acrisisinthecourts.

Anditistheir money. Let’sseeif they areconvinced schools
really need atax increase.

—SeveHaynes
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Barely-Making-

Ends-Meet

The earth is springing to life

I don’tknow about you, but I’ venoticedthe
earthisspringingtolife.

Godisobvioudly creating, asthebulbsshoot
they tender sproutsthrough thestill cool earth.

Wehavehad alot of moisturethiswinter, so
thingswill probably belushthisspring. Itcan’t
cometoo soon for me.

Asl sit herethinking about how wonderful
lifeis, | redlizethat much of that comes from
thefact that | am happy and content.

“Lifeisworththeliving” — asawonderful
Easter hymntellsus. Soherearesomethoughts
about lifeand living. Think about them:

1) “A good conscience is a sweet perfume
that spreadsitsfragranceover everything near
itwithout exhaustingthesupply of it.” Luce St.
Clair Robson, WalkinMy Soul.

2) “When your lifeisin balance, your soul
will belight.” “ I’ mback with Camille. Things
aregood between us. | canlaugh about every-
thing now, which is certain proof that timeis
the greatest of all comedians.” Richard Paul
Evans, A Perfect Day.

3) “Every man desiresto live long, but no
man would be old.” Luce St. Clair Robson,
WalkinMy Soul.

4) “Just wait, Billy; always hasten slowly.”
Day of Reckoning, Jack Higgins.

5) “You sometimes don’t get accol ades for
the good things you do,” writes zine editor
Ledlie Powell in The Interesting Times, “ be-
cause the universe is balancing out the bad
thingsyougotaway with.” (That'sagoodthing
toremember. LGT)

6) “Follow your faith, asweak asit is, rather
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than your doubts, as strong asthey seemto you
right now. You do that, and leave therest up to
God. He'll makesureeverything goesaccording
toplan.” FrancineRivers, And the Shofar Blew.

7) “Youthand skill areno matchfor old age
andtreachery.” FrancineRivers, Andthe Sho-
far Blew.

8) “Homeiswhereyoucansay anythingyou
like * cause nobody listens to you anyway.”
Unknown.

9) “Regular napsprevent old age, especially
if youtakethemwhiledriving.” Unknown.

10) “Wasthewordsineveninthedictionary
anymore? What used to be called self-indul-
gence was now called self-fulfillment. What
was once called moral irresponsibility was
now considered freedomtofind oneself. What
was once considered disgusting and obscene
was now tolerated — and even taught in
schoolsas' aternativelifestyles.” Temporary
fixes. Feel-goodreligion. Disciplinewascon-
sidered repression; depravity, creative self-
expression; murder, a matter of choice; and
adultery, sex between consenting adults. What
waswrongwascalledright, andwhat wasright
wascalledwrong!” Francine Rivers, Andthe
Shofar Blew. (Something we all need to con-
sider —and correct. LGT)
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11) “ Awoman cannot arguewithyouif youdo
not standandargue.” MorganLlywelyn, Druids.

12) “ Something suspiciously like moisture
sparkledin hiseyes. My ownwerestinging. |
hate farewells. Nature offers a better model.
Animalsgreet oneancther with theritual sap-
propriate to their species, but they part with-
out ceremony. No painful moments. They just
go. That iswhat | wanted to do then; just go.”
Morgan LIywelyn, Druids.

13)“ Afterall issaidand done, usually more
issaid than done.” Unknown. (Thisismuch,
muchtootrue. LGT)

14) “Don’'t cry becauseit’s over; smile be-
causeit happened.” Unknown, fromane-mail.

15) “Manisborn broken. Helivesby mend-
ing. Thegraceof Godisglue.” EugeneO’ Neill.

16) “Themost preciousthingwehaveislife.
Yet it has absolutely no trade-invalue.” Un-
known.

Yes, | believelifeisworththeliving. And
today isabeautiful day tobealive. Yet, weall
know therearetimeswhenwearediscouraged,
depressingandwonderingwhy. Atthosetimes,
| hopeyouwill remember thisquote:

“Andwhen lifewoundsyou, | hopeit'sbe-
causeyou loved people, not becauseyoumis-
treated them. | know that although we may
never understandit, thereisaplan, andthough
it may betraced in pain, in the end there will
be joy, and it will be beautiful.” Donna
VanLiere, The ChristmasBlessing.

Why not have ahappy life?

It'stheonly oneyou get, andit goeshby very
quickly.

Republicans focus on Sebelius; ignore kids

ByEMERSONLYNNJR.
ThelolaRegister

L ast Tuesday, the K ansas Senate Education

Committee produced aplan to raise spending

on the state’s public schools by $455 million B

over thenext threeyears, whichwouldinclude
hikesfor bilingual, special educationand poor
children.

If passed, it would become the largest in-
creasesincethestatetook over school finance
in1992.

The Senate plan appearsto bean earnest ef -
fort to meet demands made by the Supreme
CourttospendmoreonK-12anddistributethe
fundsmorefairly.

Asit stands, however, it doesn’t passmuster
becausethemoney isn’tthere. Perhapsthefirst
year could be funded from existing money by
strippingthetreasury of itsreservesandripping
funds away from other areas that don’t have
enough political clout to protect their budgets.

Sponsors say privately they know that tax
increaseswouldbenecessary for yearstwoand
three— and maybethisyear, too. They aren’t
ready, however, to say which taxes should be
increased or by how much.

The Senate plan is even richer than the one
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius proposed | ast year. She
askedfor $310millionover threeyears. Thedif-
ference, however, is she recognized that in-
creased spending requiredincreasedincomeand
proposed higher sal es,incomeand property taxes

from other
pens
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topay forit. Theplanwasrejected by theL egis-
|aturewithout seriousdebate, not becauseitwas
abadidea, but becauseit wasaSebeliusidea.

This sequence of events leads to only one
conclusion: Thisyear’ sRepublican-dominated
Legislatureistrying every trick in the book to
avoid raising taxesfor school s because doing
sowould benefit the governor politically.

Republicanleadersseemtobelievethatrais-
ingtherevenueneededto provideK ansasstu-
dents with an adequate education would be
seen by voters as an admission that Gov. Se-
belius was right and they were wrong. To do
so would help her win re-election next year,
they tell themselves.

THEY ARE WRONG in every way they
could beonthisissue.

Thereason Kansasis short of the money it
needsforitspublic schoolsisthat theLegisla-
ture cut taxes sharply under Gov. Bill Graves
when the treasury was flush during the boom
yearsof the1990s. Thestatewideproperty tax,
for example, was slashed from 35 millsto 20
mills. More property tax was lost when the
homestead exemption was increased. Still

other exemptions reduced state income frorr
thesal estax. Stepsto stimul ate busi nessaddec
further tax exemptionsand reductions.

Theoverall impact of tax cutsin the 90s by
now amountsto billions. The primary reasor
why statefunding fallsshort of today’s public
school needsisthat thestate’ stax structurewas
severely weakened duringthoseeight years. |
isunrealistic to argue those needs can now be
met without restoring at |east some of thein:
comethat they, themselves, stripped away.

Republicansmay beaimingat Gov. Sebelius
with their no-tax-hike rhetoric but the shot:
backfire. The lawmakersin control come
across as Scrooges willing to short-change
Kansas youngsters to make political points
They giveammunition to critics who point tc
skyrocketinglocal taxesand blametheRepub:
licansfor beggaring school districts, citiesanc
countiessothey cantakecredit withvotersfol
holding down state taxes.

Kansans are brighter than that. They know
their schoolsare underfunded. They know the
property tax increases they face at home are
being forced on them by state government’s
refusal to meet state responsibilities.

Thebest strategy K ansasRepublicanscoul
follow for 2006 would beto forget the opposi-
tionandfocuson doingthebest jobthey cantc
fulfill theresponsibilitiesthestatehastoitsciti-
zens. Providing atop-notch educationtoevery
Kansaschild remainsat thetop of that list.
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