A visit from the cat

The Catin the Hat, played by librarian for the grade schools Marcia Smith, visited Wheat Ridge
Acres Retirement Home Tuesday to commemorate whatwould have been Dr. Seuss’ 101st birth-
day Wednesday, March 2. Smith shared some history of Theodor “Ted” Seuss Geisel, explain-
ing he started out as a cartoonist after college. Smith went on to read “My Many Colored Days
one of Seuss’ later books, published in August 1996, and “The Sneetches and Other Stories” a
book publishedin August 1961. Residents of Wheat Ridge gave Smith awarm round of applause

after the presentation and agreed it had been a while since they heard a Dr. Seuss book.
Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The three-year old grant writer
program may be on thin ice asthe
Sherman County commissioners
were thefirst of the four groupsto
decidenot to continuewiththecur-
rent contract.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
made the motion not to renew the
existing contract and it passed
unanimously with Commissioners
Mitch Tiedeand Kevin Rasurevot-
inginfavor.

The commissioners said they
were not satisfied with the current
arrangement, and said they might
consider a different fee based ar-
rangement.

Actiontoend or changethecon-
tract has to be taken 90 days prior
totheend of thecurrenttermwhich
endson June 30.

Thomas said he did not feel the
county wasbenefitingfromthepro-
graminrelationtothecost. Hesaid
the city and possibly hospital have
seen more benefit.

Overthepast threeyearsthecity,
county, school district and the last
year the Goodland hospital have

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
should befair andfactual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Non-surgical treatment
of hemorrhoids.
John D. Ferris, MD

will be at:
291 15th Street

Burlington, CO

For information
or appointment, call
1-800-593-0009

sharedthe$36,000 annual salary for
Penny Nemechek who hasbeenthe
grant writer.

Rasure said he was not satisfied
with the current arrangement. He
felt the idea was a good one, but
feelsit should be done on afee ba-
sisor apercentageof thetotal grant.

Tiede agreed that the county has
not had avery good record getting
grantsthroughthegrant writer, and
saidit seemedtohimthat thedepart-
ment heads have been doing their
own grantsor using the Northwest
Planning and Development office
inHill City.

In other business the commis-
sioners:

* Discussed putting theimprove-
ment of Caldwell Ave. fromthecity
tothe airport as the top priority in
the next transportation five-year
plan. The commissionerssaid they
felt thiswasan important entrance
tothecity, and that they wouldwork
with the commission. Rasure said
hewould contact Ron Pickman, city
manager, todiscusshow thiswould
be handled. Other areas the com-
missionersfelt shouldbeintheplan
areEighth Street and U.S. 24.

Program skating on thin ice

 Approved the appointment of
Carolyn Paul to replace Marie
MooreastheM cPherson Township
treasurer. The commissioners ac-
cepted the resignation of Moore
because she is moving out of the
county.

» Approved a bid from Rugtukr
Flooring Service owned by Randy
Raile, for $250tostretch carpetson
thesecondfloor of thecounty court-
house.

* Tiedereported apre-bid confer-
ence onthenew firetruck washeld
at thecourthouselast week, andthat
bids will be opened at 9 a.m. on
Monday, March 28. He said the
commissionerswill haveto hold a
special meeting to review the bids
becausetheformshavetobeturned
in beforethe end of the month.

 Approvedgrant applicationsfor
thecounty health department to es-
tablish an Elderly Advocacy Pro-
gram. Dorendo Harrel said
Nemechek is writing the grant
which would be $5,000. The grant
request is from the Kansas Health
Foundation, and is to educate se-
niors 60 and older in the county.
about services available to them.
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Opens Office in

Dr. Mark
Wahlmeier,
Optometrist,

Goodland!

Drs. Morrison & Wahlmeier, Colby, are pleased to an-
nounce the opening of their eyecare office in Goodland.
Dr. Wahimeier is committed to bringing professional,
patient centered vision and eye health care to Goodland
area patients. Beginning March 7th, Dr. Wahlmeier will be
available to see patients in the Goodland office on Mon-
days and Wednesdays and office hours will be maintained
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Appointments
may also be scheduled with Dr. Wahlmeier in the Colby
office on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

110 W. 10th Street
Goodland, Kan. 67735

785-899-3654

Comprehensive vision and eye health testing
*Two-year frame and lens warranty
*Guaranteed contact lens success program

Dr. Mark Wahlmeier

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM
www.eyeclinic.com

180 W. 6TH
Colby, Kan. 67701

785-462-8231

joodland
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Argument erupts
at Kanorado meeting

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Anargumentinvolving aformer
city mayor candidateand other citi-
zens at the Kanorado City Council
meeting around 7 p.m. Monday
night sent Sherman County Sheriff
Kevin Butts and Deputy Roger
Studer to the scene.

Butts said the verbal fight was
over before they arrived, but they
took names and filed an in-house
incident report.

“Itwasalot of namecalling,” he
said.

City Clerk SusanAdamssaidthe
dispute, involvingabout 10 people,
cameupat thecity meetingandfol-
lowed the group out the door. She
saidthepeopleinvolvedweredone
with their businessand had | eft the
building when the incident hap-
pened.

SandraBagley, Kanorado citizen
and owner and operator of King's
Cafe, said the fight was only indi-
rectly related to the city meeting.
She said it started because one
couple, Boband LindaHandle, are
negativeinfluencesin the commu-
nity.

“Bob and Linda are always su-
ing,” shesaid adding they threaten
tosuethecity andindividuals.“It’s
really abad situation.”

She went to the city meeting
Monday alongwithfriendsto show
supportfor thecity councilmen, she
said, becausetheHandleswerepre-
senting a petition to get a city
worker fired.

“It was a set up deal when we
walked in there,” said Linda

Handle, adding the Pettibones,
Kings, Bagleys and Wilkersons
werewaiting for them at the meet-
ing. “Bob Helderman, the mayor,
said‘ There'stroublewalkinginthe
door” whenwewalkedin.”

She said the other group knew
they were coming to the meeting
because Jay Pettibone, thecity road
grader, hasn’t done a good job on
Kanorado streets.

“The roads are worse now than
they’ ve ever been,” Lindasaid.

The couple tried to present the
32-signature petition, she said, but
were not taken seriously by the
council because they said some of
thesignatureswerenot fromregis-
tered votersor property owners.

“People still have aright to talk
about their streets,” she said. “I
think what upset themthemost was
therewereabunch of Hispanicson
(the petition).”

Baob said the signatures were al
from property ownersand the peti-
tion should be taken seriously.

Lindasaid they wereworking to
get Pettibone off theroadswith the
petition partially because he dam-
aged afenceontheir property. Bob
saidat thepreviouscity meeting, the
council agreed to pay for the dam-
ages, but hethinkstheaccident may
have been intentional because of a
feud between thefamilies.

Themeetingturnedintoanargu-
ment, Linda said, and the council-
men asked everyone involved to
leave.

Whenthey got totheparkinglot,
Linda said, she told Sherry
Wilkerson not to go into her work-

place, Wal-Mart, and maketroubl e
for her.

“That's al | said,” Linda said.
“ She had tried that once before.”

Bagley said theHandlesbrought
up concerns about a stray dog that
livesin Kanorado.

“We dall liketocatchit,” Bagley
said, about thedog that hasbeenin
the city since she moved there 12
yearsago.

Bagley saidthemain causeof the
fight was negativity between the
Handlesand other citizens.

“1t’s bad when the community
gets torn apart,” she said. “The
community’s tired of them; I'm
tired of them.”

“We'rejust tryingto stand upfor
ourselves,” Linda said. “1 woulc
like to live in that town without
peoplebothering us.”

“1 wish peoplewouldjust get off
my back,” agreed Bob. “We pay
taxes, too.”

The fight escalated, Linda said,
and almost broke into physical
fighting, but was stopped before it
got too intense. After they left the
scene of the fight, she said, the
Sheriff’s Department came by tc
takeastatement.

Adams said as far as she knows
the city meetings have not broken
into fighting before.

“Other than that, we're areally
quiet community,” shesaid.

The city meeting, she said, went
ahead asplanned after theincident.

“We're trying to pull everyone
together out here,” Bagley said,
adding shehopeseveryonecanfino
away toget along.

Burlington publisher
honored by colleagues

Burlington Record publisher Rol
Hudler was recently feted by his
peers, when he was named News-
paper Person of the Year by the
Colorado PressAssociation.

Hudler, presented with hisaward
atthe127thannual convention Feb.
26, in Denver, was sur-
prised with the honor.

“Allwetrytododownin
Burlingtonisput out apa-
per the people of the area
like to read every week,”
he said during the lun-
cheon.

“l lovewhat | do every
day, whichmakesitaplea-
sure to be in the profes-
sion.”

Outgoing Colorado Press Asso-
ciationpresident Suzy Meyer of the
Cortez Journal presentedtheaward
to Hudler; before naming him, she
listed someof hisaccomplishments
over the yearsin professional and
personal interests.

Shetold association membersin
attendance the Hudler family
bought the paper in Burlington in
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Hudler

AHoward Johnson

1927, gave a short history of the
family, including mentioning that
Rol’s father, John, had been
awarded Newspaper Person of the
Year exactly 25yearsagototheday.

“That makes this award extra
special,” Hudler said. “1 remember
quite clearly when dad
received his award; our
entire family wasin at-
tendance to watch and it
wound up being one of
thelastthingshereceived
before passing away a
year later.”

When telling the audi-
ence who the winner of
this year’s award was,
Meyer expanded on the
local coverage provided by The
Burlington Record, saying, “it is
oneof thefinest weekliesanywhere
around.” Hudler wasquick to point
out that employeesarewhy.

“We would not have anything
without thepeoplewhowork at The
Record,” he said. “Most everyone
whoworkstherefull timehasspent
decades at their job, which iswhy

Join us for a St. Patrick’s Dance
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Dance to the sounds of DJ Scott King

2218 Commerce Road
Goodland, Kan.

call 890-3644

Friday
March 18th
9 p.m.-1 a.m.
6 single

$10 couple
T

the paper isas successful asitis.

“Infact, if it wasn't for them, we
would not betalking about thispar-
ticular award today.”

Hudler was nominated for his
award by Tom Bredehoft, publisher
of theFlagler Newsand Mile Saver
Shopper. He said earlier this week
hislong timefriend isdeserving of
the honor.

“This award is for people like
Rol” he said. “ Someone who has
spent their entirelifeinthisprofes-
sion like he has should be honorec
by the association; | wasmorethan
happy to nominate him for this
award.”

Former Colorado PressAssocia-
tion President’s Steve Haynes of
Oberlinand Tom Betz of Goodlanc
added their congratul ations tc
Hudler as a great newspaperman
they have known for many years.

Hudler isthethird generation of
his family to work at The
Burlington Record. His wife, Joy,
hasal so put decadesintotheopera-
tion and still writes aweekly col-
umn.
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