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Kansas Secretary of Agriculture
Adrian Polansky invites all Kan-
sansto join the state’s agricultural
groupsand Governor Kathleen Se-
beliusin celebrating Kansas Agri-
culture Day, Monday, at the State-
house.

This focus of thisyear’s event
will extend beyondfood production
and include information about
biobased products, including fuels
like ethanol and biodiesel.

Farmers
In D.C.
this week

Farm hill,
renewable fuels,

trade, top agenda

A group of about 150 Kansas
county FarmBureau presidentsand
their families are bound for Wash-
ington, D.C., to carry the message
that agricultureremainsanintegral
focusof thenation’seconomicwell
being.

Threerepresentativesfrom Sher-
man County are part of the Kansas
group, County Farm Bureau Presi-
dent Greg Sederstrom, his wife
Amy and Linda Franklin who has
been elected to the state Farm Bu-
reau board.

The county Farm Bureau presi-
dentsrepresent agroup of volunteer
farmersand ranchersin each of the
state’s105 counties. Thegroupwill
spend today through Wednesday
carryingtheagriculturemessagein
the nation’s capital.

WhileinWashington, theKansas
county Farm Bureau presidentsin-
tend to push for renewable fuels,
trade issues, the permanent repeal
of thedeathtax andthepreservation
of theintegrity of the2002farmbill.

“When Congress passed the’ 02
farm bill, they entered into a cov-
enant with American farm and
ranch families,” said Stacey
Forshee, president of the Cloud
County Farm Bureau, who chairs
the state’s Young Farmers and
Ranchers committee. “ Our family
operatesour farmjust likeany smart
American businessperson, by plan-
ning ahead. To undothosecommit-
ments now would leave a percep-
tion that Congress can't keep its
promises.”

ThistriptoWashingtonispart of
ayear-round Kansas Farm Bureau
public policy advocacy and educa-
tion process. The grassroots effort
involvesregional andstatedial ogue
that culminates each fall with the
adoption of a set of Kansas Farm
Bureau policy proposals, whichthe
organization then advocatesfor in
Washington and Topeka.

“This kind of personal contact
with membersof Congressisabso-
lutely vital,” said Steve Baccus, an
Ottawa County agriculture pro-
ducer who serves as president of
Kansas Farm Bureau. “ Personal
interaction with thefolkswho sup-
port their families on the farm and
ranch hel pslawmakersput afaceon
the policy work they’re involved
with.”

In addition to visits with mem-
bersof Congress, the Kansas Farm
Bureaudelegationplanstovisitthe
Canadian embassy to engagein a
dial ogue about the ongoing trade
and animal health issues which
haveanimpact on producersinboth
nations.
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“Kansas continues to steadily
expand its biobased fuel produc-
tion, which is good for Kansas
farmers and our environment,”
Polansky said.

“Clean-burning, renewablefuels
likeethanol promotebetter air qual-
ity and increasethevalueof grains
grown by Kansasfarmers.”

Tomark theevent, Governor Se-
beliuswill sign aproclamation de-
claring March 21 KansasAgricul-

MARCH 20-26

Kansas celebrates Agriculture Day Monday

tureDay. Shewill meetthewinners
of theKansas Foundationfor Agri-
culture in the Classroom’s annual
agricultural art contest for kinder-
gartenthough sixth gradestudents.
Theday-longcelebrationisacol -
laboration of the Kansas Depart-
ment of AgricultureandtheK ansas
Department of Commerce's agri-
culture marketing division.
Kansas Ag Day isalocal event
held in conjunction with National
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Ag Week to raise awareness of the
significance of U.S. agriculturein
our national and global economies.
National Ag Weeks runs from
March 20to 26.
“Agricultureisincredibly impor-
tant tothe Kansaseconomy and our
day-to-day lives,” Polansky said.
“Farmers provide the food we eat
andtheingredientsneededfor prod-
uctsused in transportation, energy
production, health care, construc-
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tion, manufacturing, printing, per-
sonal care, education and sports.”

Representativesfrom the state’s
agricultural organizationswill have
displays on the first floor of thre
capitol rotundaon Monday from 9
am.to3p.m.

Exhibitorsinclude: Kansas De-
partment of Agriculture; Kansas
Department of Commerce; Kansas
Foundation for Agriculture in the
Classroom; Kansas Farm Bureau;

NATIONAL AGRICULTORE WEER

The National Agricultural Center
and Hall of Fame; Kansas Soybean
Commission/Association; Kansas
Corn/Sorghum Commissi on/A sso-
ciation; KSU Research and Exten-
sion; Kansas AgriWWomen; Kansas
Agritourism Project; ICM Inc.;
United Bio Energy; and KSU De-
partment of Grain Science and In-
ternational GrainsProgram.
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