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Farmers are more than modern food factories

By John Schlageck
Kansas Farm Bureau

The stereotypical image of the
family farmcompletewithredbarn,
afew layer hens scratching in the
yard, some pigs wallowing in the
mud and contented cows chewing
their cudsinthefieldisn’t common-
place anymore.

Neither isthe farm as a sterile,
mechani zed emotionless*foodfac-
tory” an accurate picture.

Today, raising livestock on the
farmor ranchisadynamic, special-
ized professionthat hasprovenone
of themost successful intheworld.
Only in the United States can less
than 2 percent of the population
feed 100 percent of our population
— and other people around the
world — asefficiently aswedo.

Becauseour livestock arethebest
caredfor, wecan providesuch effi-
ciency. Today’s animal husbandry
is no accident. Improvementsin
housing, handlingand animal nutri-
tionaretheresult of billionsof dol-
lars of private and government re-
search.

Many consumersareunaware of
afarmer’s relationship with their
animals and how meat, milk, eggs

and other food productswindupon
their dinner table. Farmershaveal-
waysenjoyed sweeping public sup-
port for their efforts to provide
abundant, nutritiousfood.

But some people do not agree.
They are working to convince the
publicthat farmersand ranchersno
longer tend their animals but treat
them only asfood machines. Some
peoplebelievethat not only areani-
mals confined but most areheld in
cratesand cagesand not allowedto
moveat all.

Animal behavior variesjust like
human behavior. In some cases
livestock arerestrictedtoavoidin-
juringthemselves, other animal sor
thefarmer. All formsof restraintare
designedfor thewelfare of theani-
mal aswell asefficiency of produc-
tion.

As an example, beef cattlein
herdsor feedlotsarerestrained gen-
eralywhenbeingdoctored. Incow/
calf operations, housing allowsfor
protection from predators and the
elements, disease control and ease
of handling.

Farmersand ranchersareneither
cruel nor naive. A farmer would
compromisehisor her ownwelfare
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if animal swere mistreated.
Agriculture is extremely com-
petitiveinthiscountry. Farmersand
ranchersrecelveslimmarginsonthe
animals they care for. It isin the
farmer’s best interest to ensure the
animalsin his care are treated hu-
manely, guaranteeing a healthy,
high-quality animal, agreater return
on hisinvestment and awholesome
food product. Farmerscontinuously
look for new methods to improve

their farming operations to make
sureanimalsarewell cared for.
Farm animals are generally
housed in barns or other buildings
with the exception of beef cattle.
Thisisto protect the health and
welfareof theanimal . Housing pro-
tectslivestock from predators, dis-
ease and bad weather or extreme
climate. Housing makes breeding
and birth less stressful, protects
young animals and makesit easier

for farmersto carefor both healthy
andsick animals.

Modern animal housing is well
ventilated, warm, well lit, cleanand
scientifically designed for the spe-
cific needs of the animal. Inside
these facilities, livestock receive
plenty of freshwater and nutrition-
ally balanced feed.

As U.S. livestock production
growsand changes, farmers’ meth-
ods for ensuring welfare of their

cattle, hogs, sheep and other ani-
mal s also progresses. Farmers and
ranchersarededicatedtoproviding
the highest quality and safest fooo
intheworld — their livelihood de-
pendsonit.

John Schlageck hasbeenwriting
about farming and ranching in
Kansasfor 25years. Heistheman-
agingeditor of “ KansasLiving,” a
guarterly magazine dedicated tc
agricultureandrural lifein Kansas.
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Some things never change ... agriculture isn’t one of them.

In today’s complex business world, you not only have to stay on top of what's going on in
your own back pasture, you have to be aware of what's happening halfway around the world.
Working together you can be both in the fields and on-line at the same time. Getting infor-
mation about everything from replacement tractor parts to the cloning of beef cattle to the
genetic reengineering of corn and soybeans without missing a beat.

The business of agriculture is changing every day, but Farm Credit is still the ag lending
expert. We've been financing America’s agri-businesses for over 80 years, so you might say
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