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from our viewpoint...

City finds a way
to support Chamber

When the subject of paying for the Fourth of July fireworks
came up at last Monday’s City Commission meeting, it ap-
peared there was adlim chancethat any increaseinthecity’s
contribution would pass.

Hats off to Commissioner Dean Blume, who suggested a
compromise where the city would match the money the
Goodland Area Chamber of Commerceisabletoraiseto pay
for thefireworks.

Commissioner John Garciahad beentryingtoget anincrease
approved, but his motion to raise the city amount by $1,000
met with silence, dying for lack of asecond.

Commissioner DaveDaniels,whohadsaidheliked Blume's
idea, made a motion to have the city match the money the
Chamber canraiseupto $2,500.

It passed with Daniels, Blumeand Garciainfavor.

Therewasno surprisethat Mayor Rick Billinger and Com-
missioner Jim Mull voted no, asthey both had said they were
not in favor of increasing the budgeted $500.

The compromisewill allow the Chamber to moveforward
withitsfundraising, and ensurethat therewill befireworksin
July.

Daniels said he believes the Chamber can raise the full
$2,500, which will mean the city will increaseits support by
$2,000 to match what Sherman County commissioners have
pledged.

Thesuggestion for acity match wasademonstration of the
art of leadership through compromise, one of thebasic politi-
cal processesonwhichour country wasfounded over 200years
ago.

It is now up to the Chamber to raise the money and show
public support for thisannual event.

The commission made it clear thisis a one-time matching
proposal, anditwill beimportant for the Chamber tofindways
toraisethemoney for next year’s Freedom Fest and establish
afund to bank the money in advance.

Spending tax money for fireworksto disappear into the sky
doesseem abit of astretch, and when two-thirdsof thecostis
borne by the taxpayers, it appears quite lopsided, but the in-
creasewon't break thecity.

“Thisisnot going to bust our budget,” Garcianoted.

However, thisisacountywideprogramthat should bemostly
self-funding.

Chamber leaderstriedto makeit that way withfund-raising
eventsduring the Freedom Fest, but rainslast summer busted
their budget.

Celéebrating the nation’s birthday on July 4 should be sup-
ported by everyone, anditisnot wrong for apart of themoney
to comefrom taxes.

However, citizens, businessesand civicorganizationsshould
be contributing more than half to cost.

People in Sherman County are touched by everyone who
needs money, but if enough of those give at least $15 to the
festival, it should beenoughto keep the Chamber shooting of f
fireworksfor yearsto come. —Tom Betz
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Feminists? Crusaders for equal rights!

A couple of weeks ago whileworking on a
columnabout gay marriage, | uncoveredadis-
turbing bit of information about women’s
rights.

It turns out that women are not specifically
guaranteed equal protection under the law. (|
know; | was shocked, too).

| remember learningin school that the Con-
stitution of theUnited Statesguaranteed equal
rightsfor everyoneregardlessof race, religion
and sex. | distinctly recall thinking about how
wonderful that documentisand how everyone
has a chance in this country because of free-
domsfor everyone.

My world of equality came crashing down
when, to prove a point about equality for all
(gay marriage column, remember), | re-
searched the passages.

To my dismay, one of thefairest and wisest
documentintheworldguaranteesequal rights
regardless of color, creed and religion, but
doesn’t mention anything about sex.

Don'tget mewrong; thoseareimportantand
| wouldn’twant totakethemaway, but why was
| left out?

| know that my freedomisimplied and count-
lesscourt casesuphold my equdl status, but’m
upset that itisn’t specifically stated.

Whointhisday andageactually believesthat
women aren’t deserving of equal protection?

| am not totally naive and | understand that
womenarenot treated equally andwouldn’tbe
regardless of the Constitution.

Anexampleof innatesexismwascleartome
when | waswatchingtheseasonfinaelastyear
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of one of my only reality television vices,
NBC's"“TheApprentice.”

Donald Trump, arguably one of the most
powerful men in the country, was trying to
choose between a young man and a young
woman as hisnext apprentice.

He kept asking for advice on who to hire
fromaudiencemembersand | gritted my teeth
as again and again, middle-aged white men
stood up and told Trump to hirethe man.

OK, so everything wasn't the same, and
maybethe guy was abetter fit for thejob, but
it seemed sowrong. It wasasif powerful men
were just clearing spaces to make more men
powerful and ignoring women altogether.

Does wearing a skirt really open me up to
thiskind of clear discrimination?

Harvard University President LawrenceH.
Summersgaveaspeechin January suggesting
that biological differences between men and
women makewomen steer clear of topjobsin
math and science professions. Summerslater
said he was trying to be provocative and he
called for more research to investigate the
theory.

| guessif weuse" scientifictheories’ todis-
criminate, it sOK. Summers' ridiculousidea
that states women can’t measure up in some

areas could factor into later decisions on
whether to hirewomen in math and science.

Sure, everyone has strengths and weak-
nesses, but awoman isas capabl e of learning
math and science asaman.

Even in the courtroom, the differences are
being debated.

A recent case against Wal-Mart accusesthe
retail giant of passing up women for promo-
tions. Thelargest-ever sex discrimination case
pits 1.5millionwomen against acompany ac-
cused of unfair promotions, jobsassignments,
training and pay throughout the U.S.

Thereishope. The 14th Amendment to the
Constitution guaranteesthat “ no state shall ...
deny to any person within itsjurisdiction the
equal protection of thelaws.”

“Person” means women and men, right? |
guess | do have some protection, although
sinceit isn't specifically state, it's not quite
equal.

Hopeal socomesintheformof law that have
been enacted to prevent discrimination based
onaperson’'srace, sex, religion, age, previous
condition of servitude, physical limitation,
national origin and in some instances sexua
preference.

| just hopethat someday wecanl ook past our
differences, inniesandouties, black andwhite,
maleand female.

I want my daughter and my daughter’s
daughter to have every right afforded to her
without theencumbrancesof innatesexual dis-
crimination.

Public shouldn't be fooled by Bush plan

TotheEditor:

AsPresident GeorgeW. Bushhasbeentrav-
eling around the country to promote his plan
to privatize Social Security, he has told
Americathereisan imminent crisisin fund-
ing for Social Security.

TheAmerican public should not be fool ed.
Privatization is a benefit cut in disguise and
weakens the program, making its financial
problemsworse— not better.

Privatizationisthecrisis; it would balloon
an aready huge deficit and increasesthe debt
futuregenerationswill haveto pay by trillions
of dollars.

We shouldn’t lose sight of the fact that So-
cial Security ismorethanjust aretirement pro-
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gram. Itisacomprehensivelifeand disability
insurance program as well. When someone
retiresor becomesdisabled, or inthe event of
adeath, families receive desperately needed
monthly benefits.
Privatizationignorestheneedfor disability
and survivor benefits, and replaces lifetime
guaranteed benefitswithaprivateaccount con-
taining afiniteamount of money. For women,

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.Ssenate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CM Email.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; Fax (202) 225-5124
e-mail address— jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capi-
tol Building, Rm. 128-S, 300 SW 10th, To-
peka, Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail ad-
dress — ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767

who tend to live longer than men, this means
wecouldliteraly outliveour benefits. Further,
the value of such accountswould fluctuate at
thewhim of thestock market. Anyone having
the misfortune of retiring during a bear mar-
ket would be out of luck.

Asawoman, | joinwiththeAmericanAsso-
ciation of University Women in opposing
privatizing Social Security. | know that Social
Security isof particularimportancetowomen.
| know that privatization is nothing but bad
newsfor women.

TheAmerican publicshouldmakeit cleartc
our president and our members of Congress
that we' re not willing to gamble our guaran-
teed, inflation-protected benefitsonanill-con-
ceived privatization plan.

Americanworkersandtheir familiesdeserve
better.

AdaTaylor

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes|ettersfrom readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include atelephone
number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill
not be published. Form letters will be re-
jected, aswill letters deemed to be of no pub-
lic interest or considered offensive. We re-
serve the right to edit letters for length and
good taste.
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EVER LEAVE
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AND WHAT
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www.garfield.com

2)e2IpuAg SS3.d |BSianIun Ag paInqLasIa

©2005 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

FIRE PRILLS AND
SKINNY-DIPPING
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