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lobituaries

Dale Murphy

Dale H. Murphy, 79, aretired
Goodland con-
tractor, died
Thursday,
March 10, 2005,
at St. Anthony

Central Hospital .
inDenver. ..

He was born L
Oct. 11, 1925, at r
Seibert, Colo., &-
the son of Cole- Murphy

man E. and

Mattie B. (Wilmoth) Murphy. The
ninth of 10 children, he was raised
onthefamily farm south of Seibert.
He attended school at Rock Cliff,
south of Seibert, and at Seibert High
School.

From 1945-47, he served in the
Army. On Dec. 21, 1945, while
home on furlough, he married
Myrtle Mae Aumiller at the
Sherman County courthouse. They
had three children.

Murphy worked for the Seibert
Co-op and then Gates Rubber Co.
in Denver. He later managed the
Akron (Colo.) Co-op and a Co-op
in Hooker, Okla. While in
Goodland, heowned anexcavating
and construction business.

He excavated the foundation for
theMax JonesFieldhouse, hauling

14,400 cubic yards of dirt it to
where the Van Gogh painting now
stands.

He sold the excavating business
to Don Baldwin, whom he later
worked for at Goodland Redi Mix.

Duringthisperiod, hesupervised
pouring concrete on [-70 from
Brewster to the Kansas/Colorado
line and the concrete at the Great
Western Sugar Beet factory.

In the early 1970s, Mr. Murphy
ownedaconstructioncompany that
built many homes from Seibert,
Stratton and Bethune, Colo., to
Haysand Phillipsburg, Kan.

Inthelate’ 70sand early ' 80s, he
moved back to Seibert and served
onthetowncouncil. Hewasrespon-
siblefor building abigbarbecuepit
and a building for Seibert Daysin
thetown park.

Heproposed refurbishingtheold
Veteransof Foreign Warshbuilding,
andthat dreambecameareality. He
put inakitchen for serving funeral
dinnersandfamily reunionsandfor
senior citizens. Theother part of the
building wasleft for roller skating.
The city officesare now in part of
it.

Murphy was active in the
Goodland VFW post and held of-
fices at the 9th District, state and
national levels. Someof hisproud-
est moments were when he and

some of his comrades went to
Washington. Heserved onthecolor
guard and helping with the annual
SantaClausvisit, wherehehanded
out treats to children. He built a
memorial casefor WorldWer | vet-
eran James Raybeck.

He enjoyed spending time with
hisfamily, playingtown-teambase-
ball and basketball, hunting and
fishing. Hewasan avid gardener.

Preceding him in death were his
parents; four brothers, Lionel,
Loyd, Lorenand Troy Murphy; and
threesisters, Florence Gibbs, Lena
Patterson and Grace Murphy.

Survivors include his wife; two
sons, Norman (Gwen) Murphy of
Flagler,and Doug (Ronda) Murphy
of Ogallala, Neb.; a daughter,
Leatha Murphy of Akron; two sis-
ters, Twila Gorton of Seibert and
Arvetta “Betty” Randall of King-
fisher, Okla.; seven grandchildren;
and four great-grandchildren.

Services were Monday, March
14, 2005, at the Koons Chapel in
Goodland, with burial in the
Goodland Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the
Goodland Veterans of Foreign
Wars, the Goodland Senior Center
or the Yaffee House in Denver, in
care of the funeral homeat 211 N.
Main, Goodland, Kan. 67735-
1555.

Roberta O’Leary

Roberta Rose O’ Leary, 79, St.
Francis, aretired nursing home ad-
ministrator, died Wednesday,
March 16, 2005, at the Cheyenne
County Hospital.

She was born Sept. 5, 1925, the
daughter of Ferdinand and Rose
Ostdiek, on the family farm at
Indianola, Neb. She was the ninth
out of 16 children.

Sheattended country elementary
schools and went through her jun-
ior year at Indianola High Schooal.
Her family moved to afarm near
Benkelman, Neb., in 1940, and she
and her sister went their senior year
to Cheyenne County Community
High School, wherethey graduated
in1942.

After graduation, she taught in
country schools in Cheyenne
County, living with parents of stu-
dentsshetaught.

On Aug. 5, 1943, she married
Paul O’ Leary; they had three chil-
dren. They farmedinthe St. Francis
areauntil 1946, when they moved
to Anton, Colo., where they lived
until movingtoWoodrow, Colo.,in
1954. In 1956, the family moved
back to St. Francis, where Mrs.
O’ Leary worked in the laundry at
the Good Samaritan Village.

In 1957, they moved Parkton,

S.D.,whereboth O’ Learysworked
for the Colony of Mercy Nursing
Home.

In 1958, they moved back to St.
Francis and bought the Dr. Peck
Hospital, whichhad been converted
into anursing home.

They opened a nursing homein
Cheyenne Wells, Colo., in 1963,
operating these homes until their
closuresin 1974.

The couple then moved to
Sharon Springs, where they were
administrators of the Prairie
Manor NursingHome. Shecontin-
ued to operate the home until her
retirement in 1995.

She moved back to St. Francis
after her son-in-law, RonKrien, and
grandson, WadeK rien, compl etely
remodel ed her house. Shecaredfor
her son Jim until his death Aug. 7,
2001.

O’ Leary never forgot abirthday,
wedding anniversary or any special
day of any of her relatives and
friends, especially the kids. She
settled quiteafew discussionswith
her memory of dates.

Alsopreceding herindeathwere
her parents; her husband; twoinfant
brothers; two infant sisters; four
other brothers, Gerald, Alvin,
RaymondandWalter; twoother sis-
ters, Lorraine Stevens and Irene
Reining; and a great-grandson,

Bits of humor passed around can brighten

There are always bits of humor
circulating by word of mouth, by e-
mail, in print. It's nice that people
think up these things, and others
pass them around to brighten our
days.

Jo Simmons, manager of the
Goodland Churches Thrift Store,
has been sharing a poem that was
found onaslip of paper at thestore.
Thetitle at thetop is“The Art of
Negotiation.” Yvonne Ornelas, an
employee at the store, saysit’s by
Shel Silverstein andisin hisbook,
“Wherethe Sidewalk Ends:”

My dad gavemeaonedollar hill

"Causel’m hissmartest son,

And | swapped it for two shiny
quarters

' Causetwo ismorethan onel

Andthen| took the quarters
And | traded themto Lou
For three dimes — | guess he

didn’t know
That threeismorethan two!

Just then, along came old, blind
Bates

Andjust’causehecan’t see,

He gave mefour nickelsfor my
threedimes;

And four ismorethan three!

And | took the nickelsto Hiram
Coombs

Down at the feed-seed store,

And the fool gave me five pen-
niesfor them;

Andfiveismorethanfour!

matters of record

sharon
corcoran

| o just for fun

Andthen| wentand
showed my dad

And hegot red in
the cheeks;

And he closed his
eyes and shook his
head,

Too proud of meto
speak!

| really liked ajoke passed on a
whileback because, eventhoughall
theclueswerethere, | still didn’t see
the punch line coming:

Thechurchwasneeding repairs,
and the minister had several cases
of Bibles in the basement that
weren’'t being used. He decided
they could be sold to raise the
money.

After the Sunday service, the
mini ster asked membersof thecon-
gregationtohelp sell them. Peter, a
salesman, said he' dbehappy touse
hisexpertiseto help the church, so

the minister gave him cases of
Bibles.

The minister said there weretoo
many Biblesfor Petertosell by him-
self, he needed othersto help.

Paul, alawyer, said hewaspretty
smooth with words; surely he
could sell some Biblesto help the
church.

After giving Paul some cases of
Bibles, theminister saidtherewere
plenty moretosell, and hehoped at
|east one more person would help.
Fred, afarmer, piped up from the
back of the church, “1-1-I" d-d-d b-
b-b-be-e h-h-h-a-p-p-py t-t-to h-h-
el-p-p.”

Theminister wasskeptical. Fred
was shy and usually kept quiet be-
causehewasembarrassed about his
stuttering. But Fred insisted he
could sell Bibles, so the minister
gave him some cases.

When the congregation met for
thenext Sunday’ sservice, themin-

ister asked how themenweredoing
selling Bibles.

Peter wasvery proud of himself:
“| sold 400 Bibles for $10 apiece,
raising $4,000 for the church.”

Paul wasthrilled that he had out-
sold the salesman: “I sold 600
Bibles for $10 apiece, raising
$6,000 for thechurch.”

Almost afraid of the answer, the
minister asked Fred how hedid.

“l-1-1 s-s-s-so-ol-1d-d-d th-th-
three-eeth-th-thous-s-sand-d-d B-
B-Bib-b-bles-s-s, r-r-rais-s-singth-
th-thir-t-t-ty th-th-thous-s-sand-d-
dd-d-dol-I-lars-s-sf-f-for th-th-the
ch-ch-church,” hesaid.

The minister thought there must
be amistake. Surely Fred had not
been ableto outsell Peter and Paul
combined! But Fred handed himan
envelope with the money, sure
enough, $30,000.

“How did you do this?!” he
asked.

Michael Krien.

Survivors include a daughter,
Janice(Ron) Krienof St. Francis; e
son, Ron O’ Leary of Topeka; twa
brothers, Louis (Darlene) Ostdiek
of Northglenn, Colo., and J.D.
(Marilyn) Ostdiek of Fresno, Calif.;
three sisters, Irma Johnson anc
Kathleen (Paul) Hamm of
Benkelman, and Yvonne (Johnny)
Eggersof Bird City; two brothers-
in-law, Joy Stevens of McCook,
Neb., and Bunt Reining of
Benkelman; two sisters-in-law,
Agnes Ostdiek of Benkelman anc
ArillaZimbelmanof St. Francis; six
grandchildren; three step-grand-
children; andthreegreat-grandchil-
dren.

A funeral masswasscheduledfor
10 am. Monday, March 21, 2005,
at St. FrancisCatholic Churchwith
Father John Walsh officiating. Fa-
ther Beryl Gibson conducted rosary
services Sunday.

Pallbearers were Wade Krien,
Paul O’ Leary, TravisO’ Leary, Jeff
Lopp, Francis O’ Leary and Gabe
Walz. Buria wasintheBenkelmar
Cemetery alongsideher mother anc
father.

Memorialsmay bemadetotheSt.
FrancisSenior Center or Cheyenne
County Hospital in care of Knodel
Funeral Home, 202 S. Benton, St.
Francis, Kan. 67756.

days

“S-S-Simp-p-ple,” Fredsaid. “1-
I-1 kn-kn-knock-ck-cked-d-d ond-
d-doors-sa-a-and-d-ds-s-said-d-d,
‘W-W-Would-d-d y-y-you I-I-like
t-t-to b-b-buy a-a-aB-B-Bib-b-ble
f-f-for-rt-t-ten-n-nd-d-dol-l-lars-s-
s, or sh-sh-should-d-d I -1-1 j-j-just-
t-t st-st-stand-d-d h-h-here-re-rea-
a-and-d-dr-r-read-d-dit-t-t t-t-toy-
y-you?”

A friend passed on some good
advice: “Don’'t go for looks; they
can deceive. Don't go for wealth;
eventhat fadesaway. Gofor some-
onewho makesyou smile, because
it takesonly asmileto makeadark
day seem bright.

“Find the one that makes your
heart smile. Dream what you want
todream; gowhereyouwanttogo;
be what you want to be, because
you have only one life and one
chancetodoall thethingsyouwant
todo.”

District Traffic

Thefollowingfineswerepaidin
the Sherman County District Court:

Jan. 28 — Hugo C. Ortiz, 30,
Arlington, Texas, $150 for speed-
ing.

JohnL.Hatfield, 23, Fort Collins,
Colo., $132for speeding.

Matthew A. Bryce, 23, Good-
land, $160 for no Kansas registra-
tion.

LuisA. Jimenez, 26, San Diego,
Calif., $126 for speeding.

Victor F. Arguelles, 26, Rogers,
Ark., $144for speedingand $20for
no child restraint.

Robert W. Lodsin, 34, Arvada,
Colo., $150for speeding.

LisaA. Hartenbower, 34, Len-
exa, $150 for speeding.

Zachary M. Mandel, 19, St.
Louis, Mo., $126 for improper
parking.

Amanda Caldwell, 18, Denver,
$138 for speeding.

Joshua R. Lawrence, 19, Bis-
marck, N.D., $168 for speeding.

Matthew M. Mead, 19, Purcell,

Okla., $10for no seat belt.

Jan.31—NicholeM. Maharrey,
26, Reno, Nev., $150 for speeding.

Jeronimo Montoya, 16, Kan-
orado, $126 for speeding.

Herminio Maldonado Jr., 46,
Colorado Springs, $181 for speed-
ing.

Steven C. Sepos, 35, New Ring-
gold, Pa., $150 for speeding and
$20for no child restraint.

Andrew M. Mason, 24, Long-
mont, Colo., $222 for speeding.

MarkA.Wright, 40, Howard, $80
for nochildrestraint.

Jeffery D. Cunningham, 18,
Spencer, Ind., $222 for speeding.

Patricia B. Wurster, 41, Prairie
Village, $132for speeding.

Lejon J. Renthrope, 25, Hamp-
ton, Va., $159 for speeding.

JoshuaD. Thies, 24, Manhattan,
$144 for speeding.

Adam C. Vance, 22, Leawood,
$120for speedviolation.

Richard J. Lavery, 21, Dallas,
$138 for improper parking.

Thomas Newman, 25, Joplin,

Mo., $132for speedingand $10for
no seat belt.

Stefano Russolillo, 34, Frisco,
Texas, $132 for speeding.

Cory B. Scheer, 34, BuenaVista,
Colo., $120for failuretoyield.

Robert J. Wiltberger, 22, Colo-
rado Springs, $126 for speeding.

AllisonE.Wood, 20, Springfield,
1., $132 for improper parking.

DustinJ. Braun, 21, Fort Collins,
Colo., $159 for speeding.

Feb.1— ShannonD. Butler, 26,
Goodland, $300for noliability in-
surance, $120for improper driving
and $10for no seat belt.

Harold W. Slusher, 68, Good-
land, $360 for driving under sus-
pension.

AdrianA. Epstein, 24, St. Louis,
Mo., $255 for speeding.

Issa S. Kingu, 30, Houston,
Texas, $177 for speeding.

Thomas P. Dutton, 63, Kirk-
wood, Mo., $150 for improper
parking.

Jason J. Jenschke, 28, Colorado
Springs, $186 for speeding.

Ramin Bandii, 42, Duluth, Ga,,
$120 for improper U-turn and $60
for unlawful actswith avehicle.

Feb.2— Jerry L. Baker, 42, Den-
ver, $120 for improper driving.

Ronald J. Talley, 44, Eton, Ga.,
$105 for over weight limit on
wheelsand axles.

Rita Powell, 46, Takoma Park,
Md., $159 for speeding.

Bradley P. Morgan, 24, Fort
Collins, $132 for speeding.

Jack N. Waldron, 18, Brighton,
Colo., $231 for speeding.

Christopher A. Krack, 21, Co-
lumbus, Ohio, $159 for speeding
and $125for driving under suspen-
sion.

Edward J. Cure, 56, Burlington,
Colo., $138for speeding.

Feb. 3 — Kristine A. Williams,
31, Denver, $144 for speeding.

Bradford L. McGuire Jr., Gulf
Breeze, Fla., $132 for speeding.

Michael C. Schwartz, 41, Long-
mont, $120 for unlawful actswith
avehicle.

Dustin D. Burmeister, 20, Mil-

ton, Fla., $144 for speeding.

Feb.3— Jeffrey E. Gosmire, 38,
Howard, S.D., was fined $245 for
being over the weight limits on
wheelsand axles.

William J. Johnson, 29, Bartlett,
Tenn., was fined $111 for being
over the weight limits on wheels
and axles.

NormaA. Villalpando, 23, Vine-
land, N.J., was fined $138 for
speeding.

William King Brooks 111, 19,
Bellflower, Calif., wasfined $159
for speeding.

Marci L. Grebing, 33, Fort Col-
lins, Colo., wasfined $132 for im-
proper parking.

Keith D. Holmes, 47, Denver,
wasfined $132 for speeding.

Robert Huerta, 21, Commerce
City, Colo., was fined $102 for
speedingand $10for not wearing a
seat belt.

Feb. 4 — MarcusA. Frederick,
22, Goodland, was fined $120 for
improper passing on the right and

$100 for recklessdriving.

Christopher T. Shaw, 20, Der-
mott, Ariz., was fined $150 for
speeding.

Ahmed Hamza, 56, Coloradc
Springs, wasfined $240 for speed-
ing.

Catherine H. Turner, 45, O’ Fal-
lon, Mo., wasfined $204for speed-
ing.

Michael L. Hinton, 33, Aurora,
Colo., was fined $120 for speed-
ing.

Lyndon C. Winchester, 26, At-
lanta, was fined $204 for speed-
ing.

Stacy K. Mcdonald, 33, Denver,
wasfined $177 for speeding.

LindaA. Konzerman, 42, Valley
Center, was fined $150 for speed-
ing.

Jeffrey C.Mann, 21, Miami, Fla.,
wasfined $150 for speeding.

Zachary D. Pike, 31, Golden,
Colo., wasfined$213for speeding.

Milton Martinez Osmaro, 25, N.
Hollywood, Calif., wasfined $120
for driving without alicense.
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