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from our viewpoint...

Evolution debate
fosters Intolerance

The state Board of Education has been holding hearings
on evolution, much tothe glee of thosewho think usaback-
ward and uneducated place.

It sunfortunate, though, that theliberalswho laugh at any
mention of creationismdon’t seetheintol erancethat they fos-
ter.

Inreality, thisisadebate we shouldn’t be having.

Whilethescientificevidencefor evolutionisstrong, there
isplenty of roomto believethat God createdthisworld. Since
thereisnoway of provingthat, however, it'snot really inthe
realm of science.

Our schools need to be both rigorous and tolerant of all
views.

That meansthey shouldteach evol ution asscience, and ex-
plain to studentsthat not everyone acceptsit asfact.

Evolutionisascientifictheory. Soisgravity. Andlikegrav-
ity, it restson plenty of evidence.

Yet science hasaway of changing aswelearn more about
any field. Religiontendstolagbehind. Remember that once,
everyone believed that the world wasflat, and that the sun
and starsrevolved around us.

Thechurch accepted that asGod-givenfact, and punished
Galileofor challenging it with histheories.

Theremay still beafew whobelievetheuniverserevolves
aroundthisplace, andthat istheir right. Science, though, has
left them behind.

Thereisnosciencebehindtheideaof creationismor of “in-
telligent design,” rather philosophy and religiousfaith. But
you can't prove either with research, and those who claim
that you can almost alwaysarguefromareligious, and not a
scientific, background.

Onething iscertain: our understanding of all thesethings
will change over the next century, and school s need to keep
up.
Our schoolsneed to teach thel atest science, but they need
to temper that with a healthy respect for other views. Cre-
ationism and intelligent design ought to be considered, but
not as science.

They rightly belong in the realm of religion and philoso-
phy. Thesearetheintellectual underpinningsof our society.
An education which ignoresthem would be poor indeed.

That said, it would bewrongtoflog anyone’sreligiousbe-
liefsoff asscience.

Most Americans probably accept the ideathat a greater
power created thisuniverseandthewondrouslifeit contains.

M ost would accept theideaweknow alot lessabout life's
origins than we think, and most would agree we should re-
spect each other’sviews.

That'swhat Kansas schools should teach kids, but defin-
ing how isnot easy. Humanstendto below ontol erance, short
on science and blind to the weakness of our knowledge.

L et the debate continue, but look with ajaundiced eyeon
those who claim they have all the answers. History shows
they do not. —Steve Haynes
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Easte?gtory shows Jesus conquered death

| don’t know about you, but thisweek I’ [l be
celebrating Easter.

It isthe highlight of the Christian year. To
believein Christisto believein the resurrec-
tion. Death has been conquered. We will live
eternally with God because Jesus conquered
death for us.

Hereisan Easter story by an unknown au-
thor that vividly explainsit:

“Thereoncewasaman named GeorgeTho-
mas, pastor inasmall New Englandtown. One
Easter Sunday morning, hecametothechurch
carrying arusty, bent, old birdcage, and set it
onthepulpit.

“Eyebrowswereraisedand, asif inresponse,
Pastor Thomas began to speak:

“*1 was walking through town yesterday
when | saw ayoung boy coming toward me
swinging thisbird cage. Onthebottom of the
cagewerethreelittlewildbirds, shiveringwith
cold and fright. | stopped the lad and asked,
“What you got there, son?’

“*Just someold birds,” camethereply.

“*What are you gonna do with them?” |
asked.

SESSIONCOMING TOA CLOSE
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“‘Take *em home and have fun with ‘em,’
heanswered. ‘I'mgonnatease‘ emand pull out
their feathers to make ‘em fight. I’'m gonna
haveareal goodtime.’

“‘But you'll get tired of those birds sooner
or later. What will you do?

“*Oh, | got some cats,” said the little boy.
‘They likebirds. I'll take‘ emtothem.’

“The pastor wassilent for amoment. ‘ How
much do you want for thosebirds, son?

“*Huh?? Why, you don’t want them birds,
mister. They’ rejust plainoldfieldbirds. They
don'tsing. They ain’t even pretty!’

“*How much? the pastor asked again.

“The boy sized up the pastor asif he were
crazy and said, ‘ $10?

“The pastor reached in his pocket and took
out aten dollar bill. He placed it in the boy’s

hand. Inaflash, theboy wasgone. Thepastor
picked up the cage and gently carried it to the
end of the alley where there was atree and a
grassy spot. Settingthecagedown, heopened
the door, and by softly tapping the bars per-
suaded the birds out, setting them free. Well,
that explained the empty birdcage on the pul -
pit.”

That' swhat Jesusdidfor us. Evil hadtrapped
usand therewasnoway out. Weweren't any
good. Lifewould teaseusand give usno hope
for escape.

We scorned God and refused to listen. We
were doomed to die. Until Jesus came to buy
our freedom.

The price was exorbitant: al Jesus' blood,
tearsand lifeitself.

Becauseof Hisgreat lovefor us, hepaidthe
priceand set usfree.

ThatistheEaster story. ThatistheEaster I'll
be celebrating, not once ayear, but every day
of my life.

Saying “ Thank you” once ayear just isn't
enough!

grams and employees without atax increase.

Legislature wraps up next week

Debateonlegidationwill wrapupthisweek.
Monday and Tuesday, March 28 and 29, con-
ferencecommitteeswill reconciledifferences
between Houseand Senate positionson passed
bills.

Thefull Legidaturethenreturnstocompl ete
votingonconferencecommitteereportsMarch
30through April 1 or 2. Wewill adjourn until
the last week of April for the “wrap up” ses-
sion and to consider the final budget, known
as the omnibus bill. This session has been
speedy and “to the point.”

GAMBLING

Gambling issues could still come alive as
more cities are added to the “gambling ap-
proval list” to garner more votesfor passage.
In effect, the bill cannot pass without includ-
inglargeenoughareastoobtainamajority vote
in both the Senate and the House.

Effortsarebeing madetofund school sfrom
thegaming revenues. Thatisnotapopularis-
sue, and | will opposetying gaming revenues
to thefunding of schools. It isconsidered too
unstable a source of revenue and seems sim-
ply abit“wrong” to meanyway.

CANADADRUGS

CanadiandrugimportslegislationdidNOT
pass the Legislature as some people have
thought. Canadamadetheexportation of drugs
from Canada unlawful unless the patient re-
ceiving the medication had been seen by a
Canadianphysicianandthat physiciansigned
the prescription. As aresult of Parliament’s
action, Canadian drug importswill soon bea
thing of the past.

Goodthingshavehappened fromthedebate,
though. Thereismoredial og between pharma:
cists, physiciansand patientstoutilizegeneric
drugs or other replacements, including drug
manufacturer “scholarships’ to make less-
costly medication availableto thosein need.
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The actual cost of the medication in most
casesislessthan people were paying viaCa-
nadianimportsanyway. Hopefully, theseand
other healthissueswill beresolvedinthenear
future. | am apart of aselect committeeto de-
velop less-costly health care. You will hear
more about the committee asit begins work-
inginthenear future.

SCHOOL FUNDING

The school issue ready to be “hammered
out” in a conference committee, as both the
House and Senate have passed their versions
of educationfunding. Thetwoarenot far apart
ondollaramountsbut the Senateversionelimi-
natesour low-enrollment weightingwhilethe
House version does not. We MUST keep our
low enrollment money, or it could be adisas-
ter for school sin northwest Kansas and other
rural partsof state.

| am sure the Supreme Court will find that
theL egidlatureismaking significant progress
and will not interfere with the current discus-
sions, but will monitor the school budget for
severd yearsintothefuture. Thisisnotthetime
tostarta“ separation of powers’ battlebetween
theL egidatureandthe Judicial branch of gov-
ernment.

BUDGET

BoththeHouseand Senate have compl eted
theirwork onthebudget and - will meetincon-
ferencetoreconciledifferencesduringthenext
10daysor so. Bothchamberswill thenvoteon
afinal product, to be refined at the omnibus
consideration. The2006 budget increasesnew
money to schools and spending for state pro-

That does not mean atax increase will not be
considered or passthe session.
MORE OPEN GOVERNMENT

Our project making legislative committees
and documents legislators use to consider is-
suesduring meetingsmoreaccessibleiswork-
ing out well. Quite a bit of interaction anc
MUCH better discussion of theissues, devoio
of political “spin,” have taken place sincethe
committeeis®live’ on-lineand beingwatcheo
throughout theworld.

This experiment in “open democracy” has
proved valuableand will beexpanded to more
committeesin the 2006 session. It isexpectec
that ALL legislatorswill have tablet comput-
ers, eventually saving more than $3,000 per
year per legislator by reducing the need for
paper and making moreefficient discussion of
issues.

By the time you read this, committees will
have concluded meetings in the “electronic”
room (526-S). | hope you had at least one
chanceto observehow thetechnol ogy worked.
Nextyear youwill beabletofollow evenmore
committeeaction, including that of conference
committees not now availableto the public.

THANK YOU

Thank you very much for al your help and
suggestionsduring this session.

Apparently, | managedto foul up my e-mail
server so that the last month or so most of my
“broadcast” communicationswerebl ocked by
my spam filter.

Individual e-mail hasbeenreceived, butif |
oryou sent e-mail tomorethantworecipients,
I have not been receiving them! Sure does cut
down on spam, but also seemsto cut out alot
of people | dowant to hear from or communi-
cate with. | just removed the filter until | can
figure out what went wrong.

Again, thanksvery much for all your help.

garfield

ELLEN, IF YO0 HANG OP ON
ME,POULL BREAK MY HEART
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NOWWW WE WAIT FOR
THE GUILT TO SET IN

AND WAIT...
AND WAIT. ..
AND WAIT...




