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from our viewpoint...

Emotions produce
questionable laws

For thepast six weeks, wehavewatched President George
Bushflying around thecountry, stumping for hisplantoal-
low people paying into Social Security to have control of
their own money.

Thisissueisalong way from finished, but recent events
may have put adarker cloud over the President’s program.

Reacting to emotional appeals, the U.S. Congress at-
tempted to step into themiddle of the Terri Schiavo casein
Florida. Membersspent several hourslast Sunday working
out acompromisetogive Schiavo’ sparentsanother chance
togotofederal court.

ThePresident evenrushed back toWashingtontosignthe
law so the lawyers could be on the court’s doorstep Mon-
day morning.

All thiseffort and thefederal courts — all theway tothe
U.S. SupremeCourt— refusedtoorder aninjunctiontosave
her life.

Historically, the GOP has shouted that they arefor keep-
ingthegovernment out of anindividual’sprivateaffairs, but
suddenly they arethrusting the power of governmentintoa
singlecasethat hasbeeninfront of thecourtsfor sevenyears.

Rushing such legidation through the system is how we
get badlaws. That istruefromthefederal level downtothe
stateand city council levels.

Votersin Kansas face asimilar emotionally charged is-
sueson theApril 5 ballot with the * marriage amendment”
that was passed by the Legislature in February after little
debate.

The Legislature was pushed into the amendment by the
emotional frenzy surrounding homosexual marriages in
other states. Kansasalready had alaw defining marriageas
between aman and awoman, but for the* social conserva-
tives’ of thefar right, thisisnot enough—they wanttochisel
itinto the constitution.

Unfortunately theamendment may provetobeaproblem
for many heterosexua coupleslivinginthestatetoday who
are not officially married. The definition of thelegal con-
tract for marriageintheamendmentwill certainly createad-
ditional work for the state courts as they have to interpret
theamendment and beequitableintheir treatment of all par-
ties.

Cutting the debate on thisissue short, and using a state-
wideamendment to muddy school and city elections, isun-
fair. If the Legislature wanted to befair about this— leav-
ing theemotionsout — they should haveputit ontheball ot
for thenext statewideel ection. Thereisnoway anyonecould
mount enough of a challenge to overturn the current state
law on marriage beforethen.

Wefeel for Terri Schiavo, her husband and family, but af -
ter 15yearsitistimefor the country toleave her doneand
let her diewith thedignity she should havearight to.

Emotional issuesthat have been rushed through the pro-
cessshould bedebatedong and hard beforethey are added
to thevolume of lawswe havetoday. —Tom Betz
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TERRL SCHIAVO
MUST'VE HAD A
LOUSY ATTORNEY
IF ALL SHE GOT

WAS 172 YEARS
OF APPEALS...
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Mom’s walker victim of our outing

What do you say to a person who has just
takenan oldlady’swalker?

“Cynthia, you’ d better visityour momagain
real soon.”

| try to get to Concordiato see mom every
couple of weeks. Sometimes, thevisitisonly
for an hour or so. Lately, however, I’ ve been
tryingtomakeitlonger sol cantakeher foran
outing.

My mother livesinarest home. A few years
ago, she had her own home. Then shesold the
houseand movedintoan apartment. About two
years ago, she had a stroke and moved to an
assisted living center.

Then she got over medicated and fell one
night, breaking her hip. Now she'sonthenurs-
ing homeside of thesamehome. Shestill sees
all her oldfriends, but shegetsmoreassistance
and physical therapy.

Shetakesall thismoving about withashrug
and asmile, but gets pretty bored at the nurs-
inghome, sinceher mindisstill sharpandshe’s
awayslovedtotravel.

Shecango short distanceswithawalker and
usesawheelchair for longer trips.

Soitwaslast month, | arrivedin Concordia
about 3 p.m. We were set for an outing to the

Totheeditor:

Recently, the Kansas L egislature by over-
whelming mgjorities in both the House and
Senate voted to give K ansansthe opportunity

onApril 5thto define marriage. The Knights =

of Columbus, Kansas Council, passed areso-
lution to support the traditional definition of
marriage as one man and one woman. The
Goodland Knightsof Columbusstand in sup-
port of this amendment as a group of local
Catholic gentlemen.

Webelievemarriagehasbeen established by
God, and nolegislatureor court hastheauthor-
ity to redefine it. The understanding of mar-
riage as a relationship between a man and
woman cutsacrosstime, culturesandreligious
beliefs. Marriageisthefoundation of thefam-
ily, whichinturnisthefoundation of society.

Saociety isenriched by strongmarriages. The
most obviousand perhapsthe most important
culture benefit of healthy marriagesistheen-
vironmentthey createfor raisingchildren. The
stateappropriately givespublicrecognitionto
the status of married couples and also wisely
adopts public policies that supports and en-
couragestraditional marriage.

Our strong support for monogamous, hetero-
sexual marriageshouldinnoway, beconstrued
asacondemnation of individual swithahomo-
sexual orientation.

It ishard to believe that thisissueis even
being brought to the voters. If you are unde-
cided about thisissue, | wouldask youtoimag-
ine how you would explain your vote to your
grandparentsandwhat their reactionwould be.

Seventeen stateshaveal ready adopted simi-
lar amendments to protect marriage in their
constitutions.

Brent Wood, grand knight

Goodland K nights of Columbus

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

grocery, topped off with supper at PizzaHut.

Weleft her wheelchair in the airlock at the
nursing homeand put thewalker in my trunk.

Atthegrocery, wewheeledaroundinachair
they provideand bought somenon-necessities,
including cookies, dried fruit and cheese.

| droveascloseas| could to the front door
of PizzaHut, and wegrabbedthefirst tableby
thedoor. My sister cameby andjoined us, and
we polished off alarge pepperoni.

When we got back to the nursing home, |
foundthat thefront doorislockedat 5p.m. and
after that, you haveto usethe back door.

Mom’swheel chair waslocked betweenthe
twofront doors, which haveanalarm. Mom's
room is near the front, and there was no way
shecouldwalk fromtheback door to her room.

| 1eft her in the car at the front door and
dashed around back. It wasn’t hard to find a
nurse, who hel ped meto unlock thefront door

from our
readers

® to the editor

Fifty members of the clergy from across
Kansasrel eased al etter Thursday opposingto
theso-called marriageamendment ontheApril
5ballot and called ontheir fellow ministersto
jointhemin speaking out against theproposal .

TotheEditor:

“As our signatures below attest, we are
clergy of abroad spectrum of religious tradi-
tionswith diverse views regarding marriage.
However, we are resolutely united in our op-
positiontotheproposed constitutional amend-
ment ontheApril 5ballot.

“Contrary to an all-too-common mis-
perception, it is simply not the case that all
clergy and religious communities in Kansas
support this amendment. In our considered
view, this proposal threatensto dignify dis-
crimination and undermine religious liberty.
Furthermore, wefed it violatesabasic tenant
of all our faiths: That all people should be
treated equally, with respect and love. This
amendment would hurt thousandsof Kansans
and make their lives harder. For that reason
aoneif for no other, it should bevoted down.

“Thoughtful people of faith can and do dis-
agree on thisissue. The many religioustradi-
tions of Kansas reflect this diversity of opin-
ion, asdo we who sign this|etter. We respect
the right of each religious group to decide,
based onitsownreligiousteachings, whether
or not to sanction certain marriages.

“Webelieveitisnot the stategovernment’s
roletocodify onereligiousinterpretation of the
Bible, or onereligion over anotherintheKan-

without setting off thealarm. | got Mom I oaded
into her chair and the nurse took over whilel
drove the car around back to park and unload
our purchases.

Momwasinherroomand| wasrunninglate,
so | kissed her and headed for home.

| was in Smith Center when | realized the
walker wasstill in my trunk.

| called my sister, but she said not to worry,
the nursing homewould get Mom aloaner.

| tried to find someone heading for
Concordia. | know several peoplewhogothere
regularly. The college student didn’'t come
homethat week or thenext, though. Theretired
coach wasn’t going that way. The former
publisher’ swifewould havebeenhappy totake
itwhen shewenttoseeher mom, but shedidn’t
getitintime.

| finally got the walker back to Mom last
weekend, andwewent onanother outingtothe
store. Thistime, | leftthewheel chair wherewe
couldretrieveit and put thewalker intheback
seat. Weremembered both, and thisweek | felt
better.

After all, who wantsto be the one to take a
blind person’s cane, ababy’s candy or an old
lady’swalker?

sasCongtitution. Tothecontrary: thegreat con-
tribution of our Constitution isto protect the
rightsof all faiths.

“Some argue that a Constitutional amend-
mentisnecessary toensurethat clergy andfaith
groupswill never beforcedtorecognizesame-
sex marriages against their will. Thisis un-
founded. Such coercionisexpressly forbidden
by First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution
and the Bill of Rightsof the Kansas Constitu-
tion. Nolaw and no judge’sruling could ever
overrulethosetwo documents.

“This amendment would hurt people,
threatenreligiousliberty and stiflethediverse
religious voicesin Kansas. For all these rea-
sons, weurgeall Kansans, and particularly, all
Kansansof faith, tovote NO onApril 5.”

Membersof theclergy whosignedtheletter
include:

The Rev. Tarris Rosell, associate professor
of pastoral theology in ethics and ministry
praxis, Central Baptist Theological Seminary,
KansasCity.

TheRev. Frank L. Dorsey, KansasEast Con-
ference, United Methodist Church.

The Rev. Lisa Gardner, pastor, St. Paul
United Church of Christ, Eudora.

The Rev. Ken Grenz, Spring Hill United
Methodist Church.

TheRev. David Hansen, conferenceminis-
ter for the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference,
United Church of Christ.

The Rev. Lois Harder, co-pastor, Lorraine
Avenue Mennonite Church, Wichita.

The Rev. Anne Rosebrock, College Hill
United Methodist Church, Wichita.

Arthur L. Foster, interim pastor, First Con-
gregational Church, Topeka.

A complete list can be found at www.-
kansansforfairness.org. Clickon” Clergy”
the bottom of the home page.

Taking a side on ‘marriage amendment’

garfield

THAT'S BREAKFAST,
LONCH, AND DINNER...

OH...ANP A
COUPLE OF SNACKS!
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