Dr. Mark Wahlmeier, Goodland’s newest optometrist, tested out a slit lamp, a device used to help
checkthe health of patients’ eyes, on Courtney Knox. Wahlmeiertook over Dr. Thomas White’s practice

earlier this month.
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Community gains
replacementeyedoctor

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A Colby eyedoctor hasmovedin
to replace an optometrist who was
called back to active military ser-
vice.

Dr. Mark Wahlmeier, a Norton
native, is commuting from Colby
on Mondays and Wednesdays to
takeuptheslack left by Dr. Thomas
White, whowascalledbackintothe
U.S.Army.

Wahlmeier has been practicing
optometry in Colby for five years
with hispartner, Dr. Jeff Morrison.

One of Dr. White's employee,
Courtney Knox, stayed on after he
left, Wahlmeier said, and has been
abig helpin making the transition
smooth.

Hesaidthecomputer systemnow
islinked into the Colby office, so
patients’ informationiseasy toget.

The only problem he's encoun-
tered so far, he said, isthe number
of patientshe seesintwo days.

“We're booked out about one
month,” he said, adding that pa-
tients who need to be seen sooner

can call the Colby office.

Eventually, he said, he and his
partner wouldliketohirean optom-
etrist towork full timeat the office
here.

“We havetimetolook,” hesaid,
adding that he would like to con-
tinuetotravel back andfourtheven
after someoneis hired. “I always
planto comeover here.”

He said they would like to add
more modern machines to test for
glaucoma. He said they have hired
a new receptionist, Courtney
Haeffner.

Dr. Wahlmeier was born in
Norton, theyoungest of 14 children
of Francisand Sally Wahimeier. He
went to school in there and gradu-
ated from high school in 1991.

He went on to college at Fort
Hays State University, where he
earned a Bachelor of Science in
general scienceand playedfootball
all four years.

Hewent on to earn his Doctor of
Optometry from the University of
Missouri at St. Louis.

After school, hejoined the prac-

tice in Colby, where he has been
ever since.

Wahlmeier said he started wear-
ing glassesinthefifth grade.

He becameinterested in the sci-
encein junior high, when he was
fitted with contact lenses for the
first time. From then on, he said,
he'sbeenintoeyesand heloveshis
job.

It hasbeen apl easuretomeet new
patientsin Goodland, hesaid: “It’s
been really nice coming over.”

Helivesin Colby with hiswife
Amandaand children Paton, 2, and
Kelyn, 4. Hisoldest son, Jordan, 11,
livesin Norton.

Wahlmeier is a member of the
Colby Rotary Clubboardand presi-
dent of the parish council of Sacrec
Heart Catholic Church there.

Theofficehere, Wahimeier said,
offerscompleteeyecare, including
cataract treatment and glaucome
treatment, contacts, glasses, sun-
glasses and specialty lenses.

“Wetry toprovidethebest vision
carethatwecan,” hesaid.“ Wewant
youto seeassharp aspossible.”

Teen gets diversion agreement in accident case

By Kathryn Burke

deal with ourselvesevery day. It'shard to

The Goodland Star-News think because of this someone elseis go-

A Goodlandteenfacing chargesof invol-
untary manslaughter and reckless driving
in Sherman County District Court

ing to suffer.”
Klinge said she was glad Bahe and the
othersinvolved in the accident

after a car accident last fall
reached diversion agreement | ast
week.

Under the agreement, Brett
Bahe, 16, will beon probationfor
one year and pay $180 in court
fees.

Bahe, a wrestling star at
Goodland High School, was be-
hindthewheel of aspeeding 1999
DodgeDurango around midnight
on Saturday, Oct. 24, when helost control
and the truck rolled, the Sherman County
Sheriff’s Department reported.

Theaccident killed passenger Michael J.
Klinge, son of Dennis and Peggy Klinge,
and injured four other teens.

Klinge's parentsbacked the deal.

“We were totally against him being
chargedwithanything,” said Peggy Klinge.
“He'sgonethrough enough.

Bahe

didn’thavetorelivethedetailsin
court.

Bahe, represented by attorney
Jeff Mason, had entered apleaof
notguiltyinfrontof DistrictMag-
istrate Judge Steve R. Unruh for
the involuntary manslaughter
charge, alevel 5 person felony,
and the misdemeanor reckless
driving charge.

CountyAttorney Bonnie Selby
said the reckless driving charge was dis-
missed last Thursday and Bahewas given
adiversion on the manslaughter charge.

Selby saidtheconditionsof theprobation
arethe usual, including, not violating any
laws, remaininginschool, not drinking al-
cohol or doing drugs and performing 25
hours of community service.

Shesaid Bahehad taken theinitiativeto
speak with kids his own age about the

“We miss Michael. It's something we choiceshemade. Shesaid hewantstowork

Economic development not talking about possible new business

with the sheriff’ s department to talk about
hisexperiences.

“Hewantedtocontribute,” shesaid, with
a“don’tgowherel went” theme. “Heisso
positive about thisand taking responsibil-
ity.”

Charged asajuvenile, Selby said, Bahe
wasfacing amaximum of 90 daysin ade-
tention center.

InOctober, former Sheriff DougWhitson
said the accident happened two-tenthsof a
mile east of County Road 23 on County
Road 64, anoldlocationof U.S. 24 running
south of Edson between I-70 and what is
now known asOld 24.

Whitson said the truck went out of con-
trol and rolled at least twice. Klinge was
gjected from the vehicle along with Bahe
and Ashley J. Christians, 14. None of the
youthswaswearing a seat belt.

Two other passengers, Alison E. Milke,
15, and Allen J. Normandin, 14, remained
inthetruck.

Christians, daughter of Julie Christians,
was taken to Goodland Regional Medical
Center and then flown to Children’s Hos-
pital in Denver.

Normandin, son of Neil and Roberta
Normandin, was released from the hospi-
tal that night, while Milke, daughter of
Danyale Nothdurft, was kept overnight.

Bahe, son of Randy and Kathy Bahe, was
treated at Goodland Regional and then
taken by ambulanceto St. Anthony Central
Hospital in Denver.

Everyone injured in the accident is
healthy today and back in school. Mrs.
Normandin said although physically fine,
shethinksAllenwill facethelingering af-
fectsof theaccident for years.

“Hehasmental anguishtodeal with,” she
said. “Helosthisbestfriend. They werelike
twins; they wereinseparable.”

Mr. Bahe said Brett is dealing with the
consequences of the accident, too.

“He'sdealingwithit, he’'shanding it the
best hecan,” hesaid. “I1t wasatragic acci-
dentandwe’ reall goingday by day tomake
thebest of it.”

Bahesaidthefamily hasreceivedalot of
support and the families of the kids in-
volved intheaccident. Her son got to take
partinatributeto Michael at aKidsWres-
tling sub district tournament at Max Jones

Field House two weeks ago.

“Itwasagreat honor for ustobeinvolved
in atribute like that,” she said. “It just re-
ally touched our hearts.”

Whitson said at thetimethat the cause of
the accident was under investigation, but
therewasnoindicationof alcohol involved.
Selby confirmedthat Bahewasdriving so-
ber.

Klinge, afreshman, wasout for football.
Milkeand Christiansarefreshmenand both
wereonthevolleyball team. Normandinis
afreshman.

Bahe, a sophomore, is on the wrestling
teamandwonthegold medal at 112 pounds
inthestate Class4A wrestling tournament
inWichita. Hisfather coachesthewrestling
team and hisbrothers have been known as
championwrestlers.

Whitson said after the wreck that the
speed of the car hadn’t been fixed, but it
appeared to have been high. Selby said the
speed of thevehiclewasnever determinec
exactly, butitwasdeemedtobeexcessive.

“Wehopethebest for Brett,” Klingesaid,
“and we want him to know we're beside
himall theway.”

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News
With rumors of a new business
comingtotown, peopleareal ready

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. We believe that news
should be fair and factual. e ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failuretoliveuptothis.

speculating on what it will be,
whereit will goinand what it will
do for our community.

The Sherman County Economic
Development Council isn't letting
on, either.

Atameeting Tuesday, March 15,
members of the board alluded to a
business looking to relocate to
Goodland.

“ Another new businessislooking
to come to our community,” said
John Garcia, board chairman and
owner of Garcia's Home Furnish-
ings.

“(They’re) very interested in
Goodland,” said SteveWest, presi-
dent of Bankwest, board member
and Industrial park committee
chairman, addingthat thelndustrial
Park isideal for the business.

“What it currently offers would
befine,” hesaid.

The committee may meet soon,
hesaid, to discussthe business.

“There are some good things
about to come to fruition,” said
Garcia

The board may soon have anew
executive director to go after even

more new businesses, after an ex-
ecutivesessionduringthemeeting.

Although they aren’t releasing
names, theboard isin negotiations
with the potential employee.

The new director will befilling
the spot left vacant by Carolyn
Applegate, whoturnedinher resig-
nation in December.

WithhelpfromKay Younger, of -
ficesecretary hiredinmid-January,
the director may be entering are-
decorated office.

The board voted to allow Mrs.
Younger license with the decor in

Laramie
says....
Vote for my dad

Gary Farris
for City Commissioner

Political ad paid for by Gary Farris

| would appreciate your VOte

for the
City Commission
on Tuesday, April 5th
Thank you - Annette Fairbanks

Political ad paid for Annette Fairbanks

For your high efficiency

low salt fertilizer needs.
Call

Kugler
18681 County Road 50
Burlington, Co. 80807

1-800-253-5681

Considering foster parenting?
Consider The Farm, Inc.! The Farm, Inc. is sponsoring an
information night for Goodland area residents interested in foster
parenting. It will be held Wednesday, March 30, 2005 at
6:00 p.m. MST at the Murray Center of the Northwest Kansas
Technical College. There will be door prizes and refreshments. If
you are interested in foster parenting, we want to meet you! The
Farm, Inc. isanon profit business serving Kansas foster children
and families. Any questions call Vicki Beiser at 785-694-2892.

the office. She suggested adding
work fromlocal artistsonconsign-
ment. There would be no cost to
decoratethe office, shesaid, and it
could benefit theartists.

“That’d be kind of neat,” said
board member DonNewell, adding

that Younger hasdoneagoodjob of
taking careof theoffice.“1’ dliketc
thank Kay.”

Garciaagreed, sayingitwasgooo
that the new director will have &
strong personintheofficetorely on.

Got news?
Call 899-2338

The Sherman County Community Partners Coalition
and the Regional Prevention Center would like to
thank all parents who returned a Parent Survey.

Winners of Wal-Mart Gift Cards:

J

$100 ~ Tonya Williams
£50 ~ Steve Simon
$25 ~ Roxann Kling
=10~ John Dautel
$10 ~ Jackie Buller
$10 ~ Susan Engel

-\ Children of these parenrs are winmers foo of 50, 525, 50 13 f

\

Information from the Parent Survey will be used to help us with our
“It's OK to say No Way!” campaign to reduce underage drinking in
our community. For information call 462-8152.

The project was funded through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) and the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy.

Brent A. Wood for City Commission

= A written Economic Growth policy and plan

= City Departments that work with the people

Political ad paid for by Brent Wood

= Inform the Public on City Government Activities
= A Safe and Clean Community

= Start a “Welcome Home” program that will bring families to our city. See www.kansasfreeland.com




