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from our viewpoint...

Government caps
might be good idea

WE' restartingto hear inK ansasabout something called
TABOR, the Taxpayer’sBill of Rights.

It'saschemefor limitingthegrowth of government, first
appliedinColorado. Somepeoplewouldliketotry it here.

A lot of peoplewould hateto seeit tried here, but most
of them aredining at the state’stable.

Theideais controversial. Opponents say it has ham-
strung Colorado government. Others say that might not
be such abad idea.

Wecantell youfromexperience, though, that property
taxesarelower inColorado, sometimeslessthan half what
they arein Kansas.

Roads are better today than what they were when TA-
BOR cameinto being.

City, county and school governmentsfunctionasusual.
Students are taught. Streets are cleaned. Sewers run.
Roadsaregraded.

Kansasgovernment hasgrown likeamushroominthe
last 45 years. Kansastaxes have kept pace.

Maybe somelimitsarein order.

WEe' vebeen saved frommajor tax increaseby aconser-
vative mgjority inthe Legislature, but there’s no saying
it'll alwaysbethat way.

Opponents of tax limits say they haven’t worked well
in Colorado, especialy when the economy went down.
But all stateswerein asgueezethen. So weretaxpayers.

Kansas sponsors say they see the problems with the
Colorado law, and know how to avoid them.

There areasmany pressure groups pushing for bigger
state government asthere are state programs. No onere-
ally lobbiesfor the taxpayersin Topeka, but every state
program hasitslobby.

Some, like schools, havethreeor four.

All these groupshatetax limits. They represent public
employees, public officials, social servicesclientsand a
host of others who suck tax money out of the state cof-
fers.

That money comesfromall of us.

WE' re not saying the state has no needs.

We are saying the state could use somelimits.

Andthisideaisworth looking at.

In Colorado, by the way, the L egislature never would
passabill instituting tax and budget limits.

There was a petition drive. The TABOR measure had
to go to the voters as a constitutional amendment. They
saw thelogic, evenif their representativesdid not.

What would happen if Kansas voters got a chance to
pass on something likethis?

We' d liketo see. —Steve Haynes
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| don’t know about you, but I’ vebeenthink-
ing alot about my parents.

| was fortunate to have good parents. They
weren't highly educated; they weren’t overly
demonstrative; they certainly weren't finan-
cially rich. But they were good parents, and
they loved their children.

Childrenlearntheirideasof right andwrong
fromtheir parents. They learnwhat family and
parenting isall about by the examplethey see
fromtheir parents. Thesearethingsweunder-
stand only as we grow older. However, that
doesn’'t meanthey aren’t true.

Do you ever wonder what kind of world
we're making? We like to blame all the bad
thingsthat happen on God or on our parentsor
on some situation over which we had no con-
trol. But | believeweall have ahand in shap-
ing our world and our futures.

What kind of world will it be when no one
hasto be responsiblefor his’her own actions?
Our system of justiceisnot what it used to be.
Too many times, bad behavior — that which
harmsour society oritspeople—isoverlooked
because of technicalities. Our jails are over-
crowded, sothefirst-timeoffendersared apped
on the wrist and put back into society, thus
proving they can get away withit.

What kind of world will it be when no one
feelsthat marriageis sacred?

A walk downtheaid etoday often coststhou-
sandsof dollars. It'sashow, aproduction. But
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many times, the marriage doesn’t last long
enough to pay off the wedding debts. At the
first sign of trouble, one partner or both just
leaves.”| don't havetoput upwiththis!” “I’'m
notinloveany more!”

What kind of world will it be when every-
oneworshipsat the altar of sports? “Pay the
athletes big bucks; it’sworth it to have them
entertain us. They don’t have any moral obli-
gationtolivegoodlives, after al their livesare
personal;it’snot their fault that themediacov-
ersevery timethey sneeze. They feel nosense
of duty to influence young people for the
good.” Their behaviorshaveprogressed from
eccentricto criminal.

What kind of world will it be when all the
churches have to close dueto lack of partici-
pation?Your money isyour own, isn’'tit?Why
should you shareit to pay the church’sutility
bill or buy curriculum to teach your children
moral values? They canlearn al they needto
know at homeor on asportsfield.

What kind of world will it be when we all
seethechurch assuperfluous?When God be-
comesirrelevant? We are all mature, rational

human beings, aren’t we? We can guide our
futurewithout any need of aloving, forgiving
God?

As| think today about my parents — how
wise they were, how much they loved their
childrenandfelttheneedtoinfluencethemfor
God — the questionsjust keep popping up.

Whatwouldmy lifehavebeenlikeif | hadn’t
had their guidance?What would | valuetoday
if 1 had seen them blame God for al the bad
things that happened to them, if they had ex-
cused all my mistakes or blamed teachersfor
my questionable behavior, if they had walked
away fromtheir marriagevowsat thefirst sign
of disappointment, if they had demonstrated
watching TV sportsor participated in Sunday
activities which didn’t honor the Sabbath?
Showing me that all those things were more
important than going to church?

| grew up vauing thework of the church. |
saw people dedicated to God, and | learned
first-hand that God magnifieswork and money
givento hiskingdom. | saw what putting God
first meanteveninafinancially-poor, butlove-
rich home.

L ast week we celebrated Easter. Doesit re-
aly makeany differenceinour lives?

God put our welfareahead of hisonly Son’s.
Isyour lifehereon earth sowonderful that it’s
enough for you? Or would you rather livefor-
ever?Quo Vadis(whereareyou going)?

Marriage question leads down wrong path

Why can’t gay peopleget married?

When two peoplefall in love and get mar-
ried, gay or straight, how can it possibly hurt
anyone?

Denying otherstheright to marry iswrong.

A Kansas Constitutional amendment is at-
temptingtofurther discriminateagainst homo-
sexualsby defining marriage asbetween* one
man and onewoman.”

Over 100 years ago, ashortsighted bigoted
man tried to ban the union of “whites and
negroes’ with alaw called Brown’s Bill to
Make Union of Whites and Negroes |mpos-
sible.

The bill would have made any such mar-
riagesunlawful and declared voidwithaprison
sentenceof nolessthantwoyearsfor any cler-
gymenviolating thelaw.

Lookingback, it'seasy to seehow unfair the
attempt to ban interracial marriages by John
Brown state representative from Sherman
County really was. If someone even tried to
introducethat measuretoday, theclear-minded
majority would run him out of the state.

How different iswhat Brown attempted to
do in the early 20th century from what some
radical thinkersaretryingto dotoday?

Discriminationinany formiswrong. Homo-
sexuals deserve the same rights as everyone
else.

Our Constitution guarantees everyone the
samerights, regardlessof race, creed or color.
How much of astretchisittoinsert other bases
on whichwe should not discriminate?

Much of the argument I’ ve heard for the
amendment is from the so-called “religious
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right.” Peoplewho aretaught by Jesustolove
everyonehavesingled out homosexual stohate.

Religion should not play a part in the gay
marriage decision becausemarriageisalegal
joining, not necessarily areligiousone.

My husband and | aremarried, althoughwe
aren’'t membersof achurch. Marriagetous—
andto many homosexual s— isnot about God,
it'sabout legally declaring your love for one
another.

Today, | can be claimed on my husband's
insurance, takehisnameand saveonour taxes
because of alegal document.

If anything had happened to me or my hus-
band before we married, neither of us could
have made decisions in the hospital waiting
roomfor theother. Insomecases, wemight not
havebeenletintointensivecareunit, sincele-
gally wewerenot related.

Years ago, when women couldn’t vote,
peoplestood up and declared that discrimina-
tionwrong. Whenblackswereend aved, many
saw theinjustice and worked to free all men.
Even the fight to ensure equal rightsto the
handi capped and mentally disabled highlights
our nation’squest to makeall peopleequal .

A groupcalledKansansfor Fairness, headed
by Bruce Ney, aTopekalawyer, haslaunched
a“David and Goliath” effort to oppose the

amendment.

Thegroup released areport Friday quoting
ministersfromacrossthestatewho opposethe
amendment.

“How dareany person of faith discriminate
against God’'s own?” asked the Rev. Bok
Meneilly, retired pastor of Village Presbyterian
ChurchinPrairieVillage.

“ Jesushimself saysnothingintheNew Tes-
tament regarding homosexuality,” said the
Rev. JamesHerron, pastor of United Christian
Church, Abilene, “ but he speaks often of reli-
gious snobbery and intolerance, of thinking
ourselves more righteous, more holy, more
acceptableto God than others.”

| imploreyou, please, voteNO Tuesday and
say yesto humanity, fairnessand equality.

Vote NO and join the fair-minded and toler-
ant.

Vote NO and do what'sright for others.

VoteNO and say aloud you don’t want to be
apart of allowing the government to legisl ate
morality.

If weallow therights of homosexualsto be
stripped, who'snext?

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newswelcomes|ettersfrom
readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must
include a telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form letters
will berejected, aswill |etters deemed to be of no
publicinterest or considered offensive. Wereserve
the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We accept letters, with address and phone num-
bers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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