Have you voted?

Polls are open until 7 p.m. at VFW Hall
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Today
* Sunset, 7:13 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 6:24 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:14 p.m.
Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 51 degrees
* Humidity 16 percent
* Sky partly cloudy
* Winds light and variable
+ Barometer 29.63 inches
and falling
* Record High today 86° (1932)
* Record Low today 18° (1945)
Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 73°
Low Sunday 31°

Precipitation none
This month none
Year to date .59
Normal 2.23

The Topside Forecast
Today: Cloudy and windy witha
80 percent chance of showers af-
ter 4 p.m., high around 52, low

Drunk driver pleads no contest

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Through teary eyes, a28-year-old Colo-
rado woman pleaded no contest Monday
morning to three counts of felony involun-
tary manslaughter in adeadly car accident
on|-70last summer.

Jennifer Adamswiped her cheeksrepeat-
edly as Judge Jack Burr accepted her plea
tothefel ony countsand entered afinding of
guilty onall six chargesagainst her.

Alongwithmandlaughter, alesser charge
than the original counts of second-degree
murder, Adamspleaded no contest in Sher-
man County District Court to onechargeof
aggravated battery, also alevel 5 person
felony, and driving under the influence of
alcohol, andtransportingan open container,
both misdemeanors.

Court records show that Adams’ blood
alcohol tested morethan threetimesthele-
gd limitwhen her car struck aFord Explorer
from behind on June 11, knocking it out of
control and killing the three Goodland
women.

Ontheother sideof thebarrier, thecourt-
housewasfilled with family and friends of
thevictims, ChristineWilliams, her mother,

Jennifer Adams at crash scene

Mary Wyatt, and her grandmother, Aline
Becker. TheaccidentasoinjuredWilliams
children, Garrett, 8, and Caylee, 6, but they
were not present in court.

Williamswas ascienceteacher at Good-
land High School, and Wyatt wasan aide at
West Elementary.

Asthey filedintothecourtroom, thesup-
porters took up the first five rows on the
prosecution side.

The court session opened Monday with
County Attorney Bonnie Selby moving to

dismissthe second-degree murder charges
infavor of threecountsof involuntary man-
slaughter.

Judge Burr agreed and read the other
charges, asking Adamsif shewas aware of
what shewasfacing.

“Yes, gir,” shesaid.

Burr asked if shewasawareshesigned a
defendant’s acknowledgment of rights.

“Yes,” sheanswered.

Thepleawasentered by Adams' attorney,
Christopher McHugh.

“TocountoneA, twoB, threeC, four, five
and six,” he said, “our client’s pleais ho
contest.”

“Ms.Adams, isthat what youwanttodo,”
asked Burr.

“Yes,” Adams answered almost inaudi-
bly.

Burraskedif sheunderstoodthat shewas
givingupherrighttoatrial by jury,achance
to makethe state prove her guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt, theright to question wit-
nesses, present witnesseson her behalf and
totestify herself.

“Yes, gir,” shesaid.

Burr said Adamswasgiving up her right
to appeal the case, too. He asked if she had

been threatened or promised anything to
plea.

“No, sir,” shesaid.

“Thisiswhat youchoosetodo?’ heasked.

“Yes, sir,” shesaid.

“You aretelling methat you are not con-
testing the allegations made in these
charges,” said Burr.“ You aresatisfiedwith
those allegations?’

“Yes,” shesaid.

Burr explainedthat thesentencingfor the
charges could be anywhere from 38to 172
monthsin prison, depending on her crimi-
nal history. He said Adams could befacing
afinealong with thejail time.

Burr asked Adamsif sheremembersany
of the events of that day.

“My memory’snot very clear,” shesaid,
still crying. After further questioning, she
said that shewasaware of what the charges
contain.

Atapreliminary hearingin October, tes-
timony revealed that Adams has been
stopped and ticketed twice that day for
speeding on 1-70 west of WaK eeney, and
that her car wasmoving fast and nearly out

See PLEA, Page 10

near 34, winds north northwest 23-
61. Wednesday: Partly cloudy with
a 30 percentchance of rain before
9 a.m., high near 59, low around
28, winds north 28-46 mph.
Extended Forecast
Thursday: Mostly sunny, high
around 65, low around 34. Friday:

Five school hopefuls

No identity confirmed
for bones found in field

Sheriff Kevin Buttssaid Mon-

Mostly sunny, higharound 73, low
near 39.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

and the next day. Later, a posse
searchedthearea, comingasclose
as a half mile to where the body
wasfound.

day hehad not heard fromaKan-
sasStateUniversity expertwhois
tryingtoidentify skeletal remains
found northwest of
Goodland | ast week.
The discovery may
answer questions about
what happened to
Jimmy McClelland, 44,
who has been missing
for over ayear. McClel-

tackle tough guestions

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News
Withonly threeseatsupfor grabs,
candidatesfor theGoodland School
boardtackled questiononthe” One-
to-One” initiative, academic dligi-
bility, declining enrollment and fi-
nancial responsibility inaone-hour

Deputy Jason Showalter, who was
working.

Q — Describeyour philosophy
of what agood boar d of education
should look like, including goals,
priorities, methodsand responsi-
bility tothe community.

Thefirst candidateunder firewas

Andrew House, a Goodland na-
tiveandfarmer, said hisgoal for the
board would be to teach kids the
basics.

“Thewholegoal istoteachessen-
tial and necessary skillsittakestobe
activeinthecommunity asadults,”
hesaid.

Dr. Micheal Fin-
negan, a forensic an-
thropol ogist, took the
skeleton back to Man-
hattanforidentification
and possibly determina-
tion of the cause of
death. The sheriff said

Noon
Wheat — $2.85 bushel
Posted county price — $3.01
Corn—$1.82 bushel
Posted county price — $1.87
Milo — $1.54 bushel
Soybeans — $5.39 bushel
Posted county price — $5.48
Millet — $5.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.90 cwt.
NuSun — $10.90 cwt.
Confection — $19/$13 cwi.
Pinto beans — $25

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

forum Thursday.

The candidate forum, put on by
the 2005 class of Leadership Sher-
man County and the Sherman
County Farm Bureau, put candi-
datestothetest with prepared ques-
tionsand some from the audience.

All of the candidates for school
board attended except for Sheriff’s

LeAnn Friedrichs, a deputy court
clerk, who said she believes the
board'sprioritiesshouldbeprovide
the best education possible from
kindergarten through high schooal.
“1think agood school boardlistens
toeverybody,” shesaid. " Theschool
board is probably one of the most
important groupsinthecommunity.”

Candidates agree
on top city Issues

By Tom Betz

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

i

Cowboys open
track season

Sophomore Stephanie
Sheldoncleared 7 feettofin-
ishinatie for sixthinthe pole
vault at the Ogallala Invita-
tional on Saturday in Ne-
braska. Story, photos on
Page 11.

The Goodland Star-News
Thesix candidatesfor Goodland
City Commission answered ques-
tions Thursday night as part of the
live broadcast forum in advance of
today’selection.

Votingbeganat 7 am. at the Vet-
eransof ForeignWarshall, and will
continueuntil 7p.m. Theelectionis
fortheGoodland City Commission,
Goodland School Board and Kano-
rado mayor and council. Thereisa
state constitutional amendment on
the ballot to define marriagewhich
wasreferred by thelegislature.

About 60 people werein the au-
dienceat thehighschool auditorium
astheschool board candidatesthen
city candidates answered four pre-
set questions. They also took ques-
tionsfromtheaudienceintheaudi-
toriumor calledintoaspecial phone
number if they werelisteningtothe
broadcast on KLOE.

The school candidates answered
questions during thefirst hour, and
after aquick switchof thenametags,
city candidateswereintroduced by
Dale Schields, who acted as the
moderator and read each question.
Each candidate had 90 seconds to
give an answer, and the speaking
order rotated so each was the first
and the last to answer one of the
questions.

The candidatesfor the city com-
mission are;

» Annette Fairbanks, owner of

TeetersAbstract and Title Co.

» Josh Dechant, anagloan officer
at Bankwest.

» Gary Farris, owner of Farris
Manufacturing.

* John Garcia, anincumbent com-
missionerwhoownsGarcia sHome
Furnishing and Appliance.

* Brent Wood, afinancial advisor
for AlIG.

* John Golden, aformer commis-
sioner and owner of Golden Wheat
Ranch.

The opening question was to
name the top three infrastructure
challengesfacing the city and how
to meet them.

Dechant went first, saying the
sewer, streets and water system
were the top three challenges. He
saidto meet theneeds, thecommis-
sion would haveto put themin the
budget and suggested that with cur-
rent low interest rates, the city bor-
row money and get grantsto pay for
improvements.

Theother five candidates agreed
with thetop list of challenges, and
that thecity could usegrantstohelp
pay theway.

The second question was what
vision each had for Goodland and
Sherman County.

Fairbanks said her vision was to
help Goodland moveforward.

“Thisisagreat placetolivewith
alot of pluses,” shesaid. “Goodland

See CITY, Page 10

Amy (House) Sederstrom, a
housewife, farmer and part-time
officemanager at Truck and Tractor
Repair, said she supports a good
foundation in grades one through
three.

“My philosophy on a good edu-

working thefield.

See SCHOOL, Page 10

land disappeared the
night of Nov. 23,2003, a
few miles east of where
theboneswerefound by afarmer takelonger than expected.

Finnegan had hoped to
begin the examination
on Friday, but it may

- AuIt

Meanwhile, Marco Ault Jr.’s

He had been in an argument familyisstill wonderingwherehe
withthehomeowner, andsheriff’s
deputieslookedfor himthat night

See MISSING, Page 10
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Juan Zuniga, crew leader for L and M Construction of Great Bend, told Carlos Sandoval and
Artermis Arzatato lower the level on one of the pilings of the north portion of the new bridge on K-
27 over the North Fork of the Smoky Hill River. Ivan Flores (on ladder) checked the level of the
tops of the beams.

Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News




