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Five school hopefuls answer tough questions

SCHOOL, from Page 1

cationisonethat worksefficiently,
productively and accomplishesthe
goalsit setsfourth,” shesaid.

Current board member Dick
Short, president of Short and Son
truck lines and Century Feeders,
said a school board needsto help
teach students skills to become
more productive.

“We don’t have any cookie-cut-
ter kids,” hesaid. “Wehaveto find
away to betherefor every kid.”

Dr. Gary Smith, veterinarian at
Prairieland Animal Clinic, said his
philosophy on educationisto sim-
ply educate.

“Weneedto provedthebest edu-
cationwe can for each student,” he
said addingthat if heiselected, par-
ents and students can cometo him
anytime. “ My door’salwaysopen.”

Q—Withlimited school fund-
ingfromthestate, what programs
would you cut first and how
would you doit?

House said he would leave pro-
gramcutsfor alast resort by remain-
ing creative and skimping on other
aress.

“1 can’'t think of any program|’d
liketo cut,” hesaid.

Sederstrom said before making
any decisions on cuts, she would
haveto research the programs, but
shewouldn’t be opposed to cutting
sportsor making them pay for them-

selves.

“As aboard member,” she said,
“1 strongly think educationisfirst.”

Short said in his tenure on the
board, they have made many cuts
aongtheway.

“| think we' ve cut to the point
right now that if we cut aprogram,
we' dhurtkids,” he said, adding he
wouldn’t be opposed to closing a
building. “I’d do what’s best for
kids, No. 1.”

Smithsaidhewouldliketo study
the district’s situation before mak-
ingany changes, but someactivities
might have to find alternative
sources of money.

“1"dmakethefairest and best de-
cisionat that time,” he said.

Friedrichs said, just like her
householdbudget, if shewasfacing
school cuts, shewouldfindwaysto
save.

“Every program we haveisim-
portanttoat|eastonekid,” shesaid.
“| certainly would not cut any pro-
gram unlessit was hecessary.”

Q — Would you bein favor of
closingaschool buildingand how
would you proceed?

Sederstrom said the decision
would have to be made by the en-
tireboard after they werepresented
withthefacts.

“We' remaking thebest decision
for our kids,” she said, “for our
school system.”

Short said closing abuilding is

something no one wants to con-
sider, but with declining enroll-
ment, it might bethe only option.

“We have to be realistic. If we
have to close a building, | would
voteforit,” hesaid addingitwould
beatoughdecision.“ That'sthelast
thing | want to do.”

Smith said closing a building
might be necessary.

“If it becomes more feasible for
ustodothat,” hesaid, “I’ddoit.”

Friedrichs said she researched
districts in Kansas with the same
population as Goodland and found
that we have the most buildings.

“That pointed outtomethat if we
in fact do have to (close a build-
ing),” shesaid, “it probably would
beawisethingtodo.”

House said whenthecommunity
wantedtobuildabigger, better ath-
| etic center at the M ax JonesField-
house, wefound away, and we can
find away on the school buildings,
too.

“I think at some point in time
closing a school building isinevi-
table,” hesaid addingto keepupto
date, someday thedistrict may have
tobuild new schools.

Q—Howdoyoufeel about the
“One-to-One’ initiative, a pro-
gram that would givealaptop to
each high school student?

Short saiditisawonderful theory,
but thereisno money to pay for it.

“Welook at itasagoal inthefu-

Candidates agree on top Issues

CITY, from Page 1

is at a crossroads, and we have to
makedecisionstohelpthecity pros-
per and grow.”

Farrissaid therural areasevery-
wherehavethesameproblems, and
to survive, the city needs to get
peopleand industry to come here.

Garciasaidhewasoptimistic. He
said thekey isto market Goodland
to bring peopletothecity.

“1 believein Goodland,” hesaid.
“We are still aregional trade cen-
ter.”

Golden said the recent drought
reminded him of Goodland in the
1950s, andthat hefeel sitwill grow
back asit did then.

“We have opportunities today,”
hesaid, “to encourage peopleto do
things to create jobs. We need to
have the infrastructure and great
facilities.”

Wood said he felt the best thing
would beto expandthehospital and
bringin morepeople. Hesuggested
an ethanol plant to draw on the
area’ sagriculture resources.

“We need to make Goodland a
safeand clean community,” hesaid.
“We need to make it attractive to
bring peopleand business here.”

Dechant said the goal should be
to make the city the main stop-off
from 1-70, and to keep downtown
up, support the ag sector and make
the city clean and safe.

“Thevisionisclear,” hesaid.“We
aretryingtobeagood community.”

The next question was about the
city and county workingtogether to
improve services.

Farrissaidtheservicesarepretty
good. He said there might be some

services that could be combined,
and that the city and county had to
work together to explorethese.

The other candidates agreed the
county and city need to work to-
gether, and there was a suggestion
about combining the law enforce-
ment departments. Wood, however,
said hewasnot in favor of thisand
feltthecity should maintainitsown
policeforce.

The fourth question was about
improving the areaaround the east
exit off 1-70, and about Pioneer
Park.

Garciasaid heagreedtheeast exit
needs to be revitalized, and that it
neededtobemarketedtobringbusi-
nessestothearea. On Pioneer Park,
he gave an impassioned speech
about thetough decisionsthe com-
mission had to face. Hesaid hefelt
thepark wasimportant tohel pmake
thecommunity moreattractive. He
saiditwasimportanttousethestate
money available for the park, and
did not want to send the money
back.

“That was a heck of atalk,”
Goldensaid. “| amgladthecity has
done Pioneer Park.

“Weneed to encourage develop-
ment at the east exit. | feel that will
happen when we fill up the west
area, and that in the future, it will
mature. This needs to be encour-
aged by theChamber and economic
devel opment people.”

The others agreed the east exit
needsto be devel oped, and thecity
needs to find ways to help busi-
nesses that want to locate in that
area.

The fifth question was from the
audience, noting that having com-

mission meetingsat 5 p.m. madeit
difficult for citizensto attend.

Goldensaid hefelt5p.m.wasan
ideal time, and that it was conve-
nient for membersand city employ-
eeswho arerequired to attend.

The other five candidates said it
wasafairtime, andthat most people
whowereinterestedwereabletobe
there.

Wood said the meetings are ac-
cessible to the public, but that the
commissioners need to keep the
people informed. He suggested to
help, the city manager could pro-
duce amonthly report for each de-
partment.

Thefinal question, from the au-
dience, askedwhat thecommission
could do about houses and yards
that needed to be cleaned up, and
improving neighborhoods.

“Weneedtohaveasafeandclean
city,” Wood said. “Weneedtomake
it possible for people to invest
money without feat of raising prop-
erty taxes. Therearealot of things
we can do to support policies that
encourage theseimprovements.”

“Ugly houses and yards are an
issue,” Dechant said.

Hereminded everyonethat April
has been declared cleanup month,
and that the Chamber’ sbeautifica-
tion committee was doing its first
citywide collection on Saturday.

The other candidates agreed the
city needsto look at waysto clean
up thetown, and that everyone has
to beinvolved to create a spirit of
pride.

The forum was sponsored by
L eadership Sherman County, the
Sherman County Farm Bureauand
KLOE/KKCI/KWGB.

PLEA, from Page 1

Drunk driver pleads no contest

cooler behind thedriver’sseat.

of control just beforethewreck.

and then headed west again.

ing the speed limit seriously.

Master Trooper Terry Stithem of WaK eeney, an
18-year veteran of theKansasHighway Patrol, said
that he stopped Adamstwicefor speeding withina
30-minute period along the same stretch of the In-
terstate, between mile markers 124 and 118 afew
mileswest of WaK eeney. After shewasstoppedthe
first time, he said, shewent back to town to get gas

Stithem said thefirst time he stopped Adams, he
clocked her at 96 mph, and the second timeit was
104. He said he wrote her tickets both times and
asked the dispatcher to notify officersto the west
towatch for her, sinceit appeared she was not tak-

Trooper Troy Smith of Goodland testified at the
preliminary hearing that Adams consented to a
search of her car. During the search, he found an
opened bottleof Smirnoff Vodkainfront of thepas-
senger seat and an unopened bottle of beer in a

Becker.

attorney.

Trooper Joe Greene of Goodland administered a
breathal cohol fieldtest, whichAdamsfailed. Shewas
arrestedfor suspi cion of driving under theinfluence.

She was taken to the Sherman County Bastille,
Greene said, where breath tests pegged her blood
alcohol content at .265 percent, more than three
timesthelegal limit of .08.

Burr signed amotionin January orderingAdams
to pay $5,000 for the funeral expenses of Aline

The hearing ended with Burr requesting a
presentencing report and scheduling a sentence
hearing for Wednesday, May 25.

Asmembers of the Becker, Wyatt and Williams
familiesleft the courtroom, one of them stoppedto
shakethehand of Scott Showalter, adeputy county

Adams was joined by a man and woman who
could have been her parents. While Adams, a
teacher, waslivingintheDenver area, her familyis
from Bartlesville, Okla.

No identity confirmed for bones in field
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is.Ault’sfather, MarcoAult Sr., and
step-mother, Yvonne Ornelas, say
they haven’t heard anythingonhim
atall.

Ornelas said she wondered
whether they were about to get an
answer when peoplewere saying a
body was found Wednesday. But
when they heard it was bones, she

said, sheknew it wasn't Marco.

Though the “body” not being
Marco leaves the family hope that
heis dtill alive, they would liketo
havesomeanswersabout wherehe
is.

“There has been nothing new,”
Ornelassaid. “We'retryingto fig-
ureout whoto contact. We' rebang-
ing our heads on the wall figuring
out what to do next.”

Police Chief Ray Smee said he
hasn’t heard anything new, either.

After an article on Marco ap-
pearedintheMarch 25issueof The
Goodland Sar-News, Ornelassaid,
therewasan outpouring of support.

“Completestrangersarecoming
up and asking if we' ve heard any-
thing,” shesaid. “ Peoplehavebeen
sonice.”

ture,” he said. “1 can’'t support it
because of funding.”

Smith summed up his argument
intheword “no.”

“| think wecan spend our money
in better ways,” hesaid.

Friedrichs said the ideais great
for kidsand should be considered.

“lthinkit'sanexcitingidea,” she
said, adding although the money
would beaproblemfor thedistrict,
they should keep the plan in mind.
“| think it should be along-term
goal for our school system.”

House said when students spoke
out about the technology plan, it
was asign to him that the program
wasn’t for Goodland.

“Thefeasibility isjust not there
atthistime,” hesaid. “I’'mall for a
great computer lab, but aone-to-one
initiative doesnot fit.”

Sederstrom said no to the initia-
tive, too, sayingkidsareexposedto
enough technol ogy without theex-
tra computers. Instead, she would
liketoseemoreand better [absinthe
gradeschools.

“Financially right now, it's just
not feasible,” sheadded.

Q—What wouldyou dotoat-
tract and retain teachingtalent?

Smith said the district needsto
provide the best environment pos-
sible and implement an incentive
program for teachers.

“Ithink if you' reastellar teacher,
you get rewarded,” hesaid.

Friedrichs said community en-

gramshelpto retain good teachers.
“We'vegottoletthemknowthey're
doing agreat job.”

House said before new teachers
come to town, we have to market
our community.

“We need to continueto look to-
wards providing the kind of envi-
ronment teachers want to livein,”
he added.

Sederstromsaidtoget new teach-
ers, we haveto sell the small-town
aspects of the community, espe-
cially safety.

“We're proud to be in a small
town,” shesaid, addingthat rewards
for excellencewill helpkeeptalent
intown.

Short said keeping Goodland’s
appearance up with things like
clean and neat buses and offering
competitive pay are important to
attract teachers. He said the board
has increased pay tremendously
since he has been on and now the
district ranks45th for teacher sala-
riesin Kansas.

“It's not just us as aboard,” he
said, “it'severybody intown. They
haveto feel welcome, they haveto
feel needed.”

Q — Should students be al-
lowed to participatein sportsif
they areacademically ineligible,
and how should the rules be en-
forced?

Friedrichs said that right now,
studentswho areineligible can get
help from teachers to work their

he said the board empowers the
school administratorstotakecareof
any issues.

“1f you are academically ineli-
gible,” Sederstrom said, “you
should not participate.”

Short saidtheboardfollowsstate
guidelines, and although he knows
the extracurricular activities are
what keepssomekidsinschool, the
studentsareresponsiblefor having
passing grades.

“If he’s failing,” he said, “he
won't play.”

Smithagreedthat studentsshould
have passing gradesto play.

“The policy and guidelines are
there for areason,” he said. “| fee
you are ineligible academically,
you don’t participate.”

Q—Whichareasdoyouthink
thedistrict isthestrongest?

Housesaidthedistrict’ sstrengths
liein different areas because kids
learn so differently.

“Every classof studentsisdiffer-
ent,” hesaid.

Sederstrom said although she
isn’'tawareof everythingthedistrict
offers, shefindsthat infirst and sec-
ond grades, students are strong in
math and reading.

“1 think the strongest classisthe
onethat studentisin at that time,”
Short said. “We have many
strengths.”

Smith said the schools have alot
of good programsand good teachers.

thusiasmand adoptionof newideas way back into activities. e
fromteacher will helpkeeppeople  “Our primary reason for our Classifieds
intown. school istoeducate,” shesaid, “and work!
“l think it'sup to all of usto at- that hasto beour priority.” .
tract new teachers, talented teach- ~ House said he wasn't aware of Call 899-2338
ers,” shesaidaddingincentivespro- any changein eligibility rules, but
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Lower rates for
high speed
digital Internet service.
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Connect with us, and travel the fast lane on the “information highway.” Get 100 percent digi-
tal, unlimited Internet access for one low monthly fee. For a world of on-line opportunities for
your home, business or service, call us today. No matter what phone company you use, we
have the fastest lines available for dial-up service. Call us today and our local technical sup-
port people can have you surfing the web tonight!

(Rates apply only to customers in Goodland and Colby.)

A six month rate is available for *89

Nnwkansas.com

1205 Main, Goodland, Kan.,
67735+ 785-899-2338

additional 6%

$169 for a year.

(This cuts your rate to

Per month.
You save an

by paying

$14% per month).




