Culligan.

Bowling raiises money for bigs, littles

Angie Medrano, 13, tried her hand with a bowling ball Saturday afternoon at he Big Brothers Big
Sisters Bowl for Kids’ Sake at Bowladium Lanes. The annual event helps raise money for the
program by asking each bowler to get sponsors to donate a certain amount per pin orasetamount.
The all-day event included free Pizza Hut pizza and pop for bowlers. Each bowler got a prize,
including free meals from local restaurants and other gift items, and a free bottle of water from
Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News
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IXth grader takes
12th in state spelling

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

With thenumber 91 and theword
Sherman printed on aboard strung
around his neck, Dane
Frazier, a sixth grader at
North Elementary, carried
on afamily spelling tradi-
tion by taking 12th in the
state spelling bee.

Frazier, 12, followedin
the footsteps of his older
brother Taylor al theway
toTopekafor the52ndAn-
nual Topeka Capital-Jour-
nal All-Kansas Spelling
Bee on Saturday, March 26.

He did, however, outgrow
Taylor’s shoes, as he placed 12th
overall against 98 other spellers.
Taylor, now 16 and a high school
sophomore, took two trips to the
statecompetition, oneinsixthgrade
and oneineighth, but hewasoutin
the second and third rounds.

“That was hisgoal,” said Mary
Frazier, the boys mother, fifth-
grade teacher at North. “He just
wanted to do better than Taylor.”

Although Dane's sister Jordan
couldn’t make it to the bee, plenty
of relativeswereonhand, including
his father, Bill, his mother and
brother. An uncle, John Swindell,
from North Carolinadroveto Indi-
anato pick up his 85-year-old
grandmother, L ouise Swindell, and
drive her to Topeka.

Taking12th placewasn’t all easy
for Dane. Hesaid hehasbeen study-
ing since he first went to one of
Taylor’'sbeesfour yearsago.

Frazier

Helearned some of the tricks of
the spelling tradethere, he said, by
watching kids ask for definitions
andword origins.

Dane admits he hasn't
hit the books as much as
hecouldhave, but helikes
spellingsomuchhewants
to start early, studying
now for next year’'sbee.

“Itwasfun,” hesaid.“|
want to go back.”

Hismom said thecom-
petitionistough and they
don’t ever expect an easy
win.

“Weredlly getakick out of it,” she
said, adding that some of the com-
petitors have spelling coaches and
tutorsand take the bee serioudly.

To keep themselves busy for the
five-hour long bee, Mary said, the
family had fun writing every word
next to the speller’spicturesin the
program bookl ets. Shesaid shedid
alot of erasing to spell the word
properly.

L ooking through the books, she
said, the family found several stu-
dentsthat Taylor competed against
still in the contest and going up
against Dane. She said the winner
of this year’s bee, Kent Toland,
spelled against Taylor in 2003. In
2001, Taylor spelled against
Toland'solder brother of Scott, who
won that year and againin 2002.

Part of Dane’s successat the bee,
she said, hasto do with stage pres-
ence, anareainwhichher sonexcels.

“Danecanhandleastage, hecan
handle a crowd,” she said, adding

that some other contestants were
too scared to speak up.

The other part, she said, comes
from histeachersand hisdrivetodc
well. She said Dane’s first grade
teacher, Patty Thompson, used &
“Sing, Spell, Read and Write” pro-
gram that taught him the rules of
spelling.

Thompson said the program al-
lowsstudentstolearnthrough song,
rap or just rhyming.

“I"'mtickled pink for Dane,” she
said.

Dane said he did get alittle ner-
vousbeforethespelling started, but
relaxed after hisfirst word.

“In the first round, the practice
round,” he said, “my knees were
shaking.”

Afterthat, hesaid, hedecidedthe
bee would be easy, and he made it
farther than 86 other kids.

Inthe nine rounds Frazier lasted,
hespelled* beautiful,” “ quaint,” * al-
tercation,” “treacherous,” “ skewer,”
“misshapen,” “dynastic” and* cari-
bou.” He misspelled “ conglomer-
ate” droppinginto the 12th spot.

Frazier brought home a spelling
bee T-shirt, a certificate and other
souvenirs of the day. He said they
didalittlebit of shoppinginTopeka,
too, and he got anew pair of shoes
out of thetrip.

“Itwasagoodexperience,” hesaid.
“Ilovedit becausel got pretty far.”

He added a bit of advice to poor
spellerseverywhere.

“If youwanttogetfar, youreally
haveto practice. You haveto study
your words every day.”

Senator’saids talk aboutag, energy and right-to-die

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News
Two senior assistants for U.S.
Sen. Sam Brownback told asmall
crowd gathered
at an informal
round-table
Thursday that
the senator was
mourning the
loss of aFlorida
woman at the
center of aright-

about farm aid being cut. People
saidthefarmbill isfacing deep cuts
inthebudget proposal sset fourth by
the president, the House and the
Senate.

Scott said
with all three
bring fourth the
similar propos-
als, cutsarein-
evitable.

Farmersasked
why they are

to-die contro-
versy.

Robert K.
Wasinger, chief of staff for thesena-
tor, said he was interviewed on
CNN, MSNBC and other networks
talking about the Terri Shiavocase.

“It'sobvioudy somethinghecared
very deeply about,” Wasinger said.

He said Brownback thinksit is
importantto* erronthesideof life.”

Themagjority of thetalk attheses-
sion, in the basement of Western
State Bank building, was handled
by Riley P. Scott, alegislativeaide.

Wasinger and Scott sat downwith
about five peoplewho camefor the
meeting, answered questions and
discussedthesenator’ spositionson
issues.

Questions started with concerns

Wasinger

having difficulty
getting defi-
ciency pay-
ments, whichgotofarmersintimes
of need.

LindaFranklin, astate Farm Bu-
reau board member, saidit takessix
weeksjust to get an appoi ntment at
the Farm Service Agency county
office and another two to three to
receive payments.

“It'sjust such amassive thing,”
Scott said, noting that the Depart-
ment of Agricultureis attempt to
hand out $3 billion in payments.
“TheFSA isswamped.”

Thediscussionturnedtoenergy af-
terWasinger and Scottmentionedthey
visitedanew ethanol plantinCampus,
near Oakley, earlierintheday.

Gerald Franklin, Linda's hus-

Scott

band, said with agriculturein jeop-
ardy, anenergy bill backing ethanol
would help farmersout.

“If we don't get an energy bill,”
he said, “I don't know how we're
gonnadoit.”

Wasinger was optimistic about
getting abill eventually.

“For toolong, our foreign policy
has been dictated on our need for
foreign ail,” Scott said.

Franklin asked what they could
doto push an energy hill along.

Wasinger answered that
Brownback already isworking on
themeasure. He suggested visiting
other congressmen. The Franklins
travel ed to Washington recently to
promoteagriculture, and Wasinger
said that is one of the best waysto
support bills.

Crop insurance was another con-
cern for Linda Franklin. She said
sincethefarmbill isbeingopenedup
for cuts, thegovernment should con-
sider changing the rulesto makein-
surancerulesmorefairforthefarmer.
She said with drought issues facing
peoplehere,insuranceallowancesfor
drylandarebetter, but switching puts
theirrigatedyieldinjeopardy.

“We' veheard concernswithcrop
insurance before,” Wasinger said
addingthefarmbill still needswork.

Oneperson asked about keeping
theCanadian border closedtocattle
importsbecauseof thediscovery of
casesof “Mad Cow disease” there.
Riley said theissueisinthe courts
right now, but when it came before
Brownback hevoted against it.

Wasinger said closing theborder
with Canadasendsthewrong mes-
sage to Japan and other countries
that areblocking U.S. beef exports,
based on one cow imported here
from Canada.

Hesaid closingtheborder would
only preventlivestock fromcoming
to America, but processed meat
could still come across.

“Theborder’snot really closed,”
hesaid.“ They’ reslaughteredthere
and then shipped here.”

Scott said Brownback, aformer
Kansas secretary of agriculture,
supports export of food and medi-
cine to Cuba. He said the country
did $300 million last year alonein
tradeand although Cubaisasensi-
tivesubject becauseof social differ-
ences, the senator supports certain
typesof trade.

Wasinger saidlookingforwardin
Washington, people are starting to
gear up to look at Supreme Court
nominees.

Wasinger said the president’s

Ambulance crew in right place at right time

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

When you' reinjured in an acci-
dent, youwant anambulanceto get
there, and fast.

Sometimes, though, people get
help quicker than they would even
hopefor.

That’swhat happened for aWyo-
ming family who crashed on 1-70
near Mingo, between Colby and
Oakley, about 4:40 p.m. Mountain
TimeWednesday. A Goodland am-
bulance crew, on their way back
fromHays, cameontheaccidentand
stopped to help before the Colby
ambulancethat had been called.

The Goodland ambulance had
taken apatient to Hays, said Emer-
gency Medical Services Director
Bruce Gleason. The crew stopped
at thewreck andhel pedtakepatients

toCitizensMedical CenterinColby.

Itarrived beforethe Colby ambu-
lance, hesaid, but the Highway Pa-
trol wasalready there. Two techni-
cians, Greg Nemechek and Wendy
White, and a student ride-along,
Nikki Gavin, were in the ambu-
lance, Gleason said.

While the stop was unusual, it's
what techniciansaretaught to do.

“We veneverreally hadtodothat
before,” Gleason said. “We still
haveaduty torespond. If wedidn't
stop, we would have committed a
seriousinfraction.”

The crew wouldn’'t have to stop
if they had a patient on board, he
said; that patient’s safety would
havefirst priority.

The patrol reported Ron Lee
Blain, 43, Douglas, Wyo., wasdriv-
ing a 1982 Chevy pickup west-

For your high efficiency

low salt fertilizer needs.
Call
Kugler
18681 County Road 50
Burlington, Co. 80807

1-800-253-5681

bound on [-70 when the trailer he
waspulling begantofishtail, caus-
inghimtolosecontrol. Thevehicle
slidsidewaysand overturned once,
comingtorestinthenorth ditchon
its wheels four miles northwest of
the U.S. 83/I-70 junction.
Passengers in the vehicle were
Ashley Green, 3; AnnaWright, 80;

and CarlaBlain, 43, all of Douglas.
All werewearing seat belts.

Mrs. Blain was not injured, but
Mr. Blain, and Wright were both
taken to the hospital. Green was
taken for a checkup. They were
treated and released, said Gwen
Young, executive assistant at the
hospital.
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Bridal Show

One Day Only Saving EXTRAVAGANZA
"Save $100’s” on Gowns

at., April 9th
10:00 - 12 noon ~ Prom Show
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. ~ Bridal Show

Southwind Plaza
Kansas Country Store - Colby, KS

$3.00 entrance fee w/ coupon
$5.00 no coupon

*Lunch is free of charge w/ ticket

* Cash & Carry * Discounts All Day

* Drawings & Giveaways
[ 4 38 \' } & Sponsors include: Allysa Crum, His Shop, Fotogirl Photography, Party
House, Dillons, Famous Footware, Outwest, CJ's Boutique, ERA Real

Estate, Zejda Taekwondo, Donelan Jewelry, Colby/Thomas County
ACLZYE RTINS Chamber of Commerce and Visitor’s Center

purchase-proof!

plan for Social Security reform
seemsto be catching on.

“1think it doeshaveafair amount
of momentum,” hesaid.

He criticized Democrats for po-
liticizing the issue by using scare
tactics and saying the elderly al-
ready ontheprogramwill facecuts.
He said the truth is, the Social Se-
curity programisfacing acrisis.

“Socia Securityisgoingbankrupt.”
hesaid.“We vegotareal crissonour
handinthenext 10to 12 years.”

K eepingpeopleinrural areasand
recruiting othersisthe goal of an-
other initiativethe aidesreviewed.
They saidtheNew HomesteadAct,
sponsored by Sen. Brownback,
would give tax incentives for in-
vestment in countieslosing 10 per-
cent of their population or more
over 20 years. Sherman County
alongwith most of northwest Kan-
sasqualifiesfor theact.

“The center of America,” Scott
said, " our heartland, ishollowedout.”

Althoughtheprogramisn’tafix-

correction

all, he said, it would help draw
peopleto rural areasthe sameway
thefirst Homestead Act did.

“Itwasright then,” hesaid, “and
it'sright now.”

Gerald Franklin said getting &
good farm bill would solvealot of
the migration problem.

Wasinger and Scott talked about
health care, too, saying the coming
crisisintheMedicareprogrammight
beworsethan Social Security.

“Health carepricesaregoing out
of control,” Wasinger said.

Scott and Wasinger said they re-
portinformationonthesetal ksback
to Brownback and take everything
into account inWashington. Earlier
inthe day they visited Hays, Cam-
pus and Colby before coming to
Goodland. Thepair headed back tc
Hays for the night and they were
scheduledtogo southto Great Beno
on Friday.

“It’simportant to get out and see
what people are thinking,” Wasin-
ger said.

The caption for the photos on
Page 12 of the Friday, April 1,
Goodland Star-News identified
Goodland’s softball coach was
Adam Scheopner. His name is
Andy. Thiswasareporter’serror.

HENEN
The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our office at (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors.

Auction signs!

Absolute Land and Personal

Property Auction
Emig - 240 acres,
Friday, April 8, 10:30 a.m.

Goodland, Kan.
Directions: From Goodland, Kan. go south on Hwy. 27
travel 7 miles to Rd. 57 go 4 miles west to Rd. 15 turn left
go 1.5 miles south to auction on west side of Rd. Watch for

Sherman County

Auctioneers note: We are pleased to be offering at ABSOLUTE
AUCTION, 3 tracts of excellent farm land including a home site.
As well as shop tools, outdoor equipment and small equipment.
Please note that there is a very little amount of small items and
the real estate will sell directly after! LUNCH PROVIDED!

land, 2.0 acres in CRP

services.com.

Auction conducted by:
Rusty Rhynalds
Auctioneer/Real Estate Agent

(308) 832-7407 Cell

Tract #1 - 120 Irrigated with a Lindsey Pivot, 110.8 acres in dry

Tract #2 - 2 bedroom bungalow style home has 1008 total square
feet all on 7.2 acres more or less. This home has 2 bedrooms and
1 bath on the main level, with 4 rooms and 1 bath in the finished
basement. Farm site includes many buildings including a metal
Butler building, a large heated shop block building, a barn, large
grainery and (2) 4400 bushel grain bins.

Tract #3 - 240 acres M/L SOLD AS A WHOLE (tracts #1 and #2)
For more information, terms, or a private showing; Please call the
auction company, or check out our website at www.mcbriderealty

Iz Epat=lz He b
LRI IUEMEDILY)
James S. McBride - Boker
(308) 832-1800 Office
P.O. Box 44
Minden, Neb. 68959




