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The Goodland High School X-Pressos show choir posed for
a photo in Branson, Mo., where they competed in the
Branson National Invitational Show Choir Competition.
Choirmembers are (from left, back row) Jenna McCall, Craig
Mason, Jillian Parker, Jeff Moore, Kelsey Leiker, Michael

Smith, Grace Langness, Brandon Hatfield, Jordan Frazier,
John Mosbarger, Brett Lolicker, and (front row), Shannon
Johnson, Daniel Blake, Sami Philbrick, Kerick Mason,
Ashley Cebula, Josh Cech, Vanessa Crotinger, Tysen
Lofland and Clenisha Yarborough.
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Congratulations
X-Presso cholr

Music group takes 8th in Branson

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Months of practice paid off for the
Goodland High School X-Presso as they
brought homeei ghth placeandthe* Fame”
awardfor good sportsmanship and attitude
from competition in Branson, Mo., last
month.

The20-member show chair, eight parent
sponsorsandteacher Randy Berlsspentthe
first four days of spring break at the
Branson National Invitational Show Choir
Competition.

“Thekidsdid very well,” Berlssaid.

The group put on a30 minute show, in-
cluding set up and tear down, which left
only 20 minutesfor theactual performance.

They sang five songs, “ Joyful, Joyful,”
“For Good,” thegirlson*Big Spender,” the
boys*“A little Less Conversation” and the
choir ended theshow with* You Can't Stop
the Beat.”

Berls choreographed four of the songs
and Jessica Kennedy put together the
movesfor “You Can’t Stop the Beat.”

To get the act together, the X-Pressos
started preparing for the Branson trip four
months ago, right after they finished the
school’sannual musical.

Because a20-minute dancing and sing-
ing routine takes some stamina, Berlsen-
couraged the students get active. He said
some of the members are in sports, while
othersgot together to play basketball.

They had several wardrobe changes,
shedding robesto reveal their performance
costumes, gold dressesfor thegirlsand black
pantsandwhiteshirtswithgoldvestsforthe
boys. Berlssaid theboyswent offstagedur-
ingthegirls’ songand changedinto hip-hop
gear for thethird costume change.

Thegroup performedonastageat theTri
L akes center four timesthe size of the one
at the high school auditorium. The audito-
rium has 2,600 seatsand is85 feet wide by
40feet deep, Berlssaid. Hesaid thetheater
isthe old Mel Tillis facility that is still
owned by hisdaughters.

Senior Daniel Blake plans to go on to
compete with the Colby Community Col-
lege show choir and he said theexperience
should help himinthefuture.

“It showed us what kind of stuff to ex-
pect,” said Blake. “1t wasgood overall.”

The X-Pressos went up against seven
show choirs, ranging from 44 to 70 mem-
bersfromIllinois, Wisconsinand Missouri.

The Goodland group islimited in Kan-
sasby theActivitiesAssociationrulesto 24
or fewer singers.

“All of the groups besides us had one or

p—

“Itwasalot of fun. It
wasjust a great experi-
ence, a great opportu-
nity.” -GraceLangness

Langness

moreprofessional choreographers,” hesaid.
“Most of thesepeoplechoreographfor Broad-
way showsand MissAmericapageants.”

After the show, Berlssaid, the chair got
to meet with one of the judges to discuss
areas for improvement. He said the clinic
should help theminthefuture.

Senior CraigMasonsaid hereally appre-
ciated the people from town who went to
Branson to seethe group perform.

“It was very awesome to see so much
support,” hesaid adding heknowshow far
many peoplehadtotravel.

The trip wasn’t all work; the kids had
timetotakeinsomeof thesights. Berlssaid
they went to see the Jim Stafford Show, a
variety show including Stafford’ schildren,
country music and comedy.

“It wasalot of fun,” said senior Kelsey
Leiker. “Most of uswerejust really happy
togettogo.”

“Itwasagreat town,” said Mason.

Thegroup spent four hoursFriday night

“ It wasa great expe-
rience. Being on stage

wasjust ablast.”
-Brandon Hatfield

Hatfield

on the showboat Branson Belle with the
other 800 competitors, teachers and spon-
sors, Berls said. The boat featured afive-
star restaurant and entertainment.

Masonsaidtheview of thelakewasred ly
goodandhelikedthefoodandentertainment.

“1 think thebest thingwedidin Branson
waswewent ontheshowboat,” said Blake.
“That wasjust amazing.”

Thechoir hasbeenraisingmoney for the
tripall year, and Berlssaidit wasmoredif-
ficult thisyear than it hasbeenin the past.

“The people that helped us were very
graciouswiththeir donations,” said senior
Shannon Johnson.

Berls said the experience for the choir
wasgood, andhewill look intogoingagain
soon. Thestudentshad agoodtime, hesaid.

The students said their group is much
closer now after thetrip.

“It wasfun because of all the peoplewe
took,” said sophomore Clenisha Yarbor-
ough.

Winning a spot with the Goodland
High School X-Pressosisn't easy.

Randy Berls, choir teacher at the
school, said studentstry out for the
coveted positions.

The 20 students in the choir
now, hesaid, werechosenfrom77
who applied.

“It's pretty competitive,” Berls
said.

The choir comprises 10
girlsand 10 boys with five
eachtenors, sopranos, altos
and bases.

Eight of themembersareseniors, eight
sophomoresand four juniors. Freshmen
arenot eligibleuntil they spendayearin
choir with Berls.

Alongwithmusical talent, Berlssaid,
hejudges on dancing and acting skills.

The group does regular community

Students try out for team

performances, sothemembershavetobe
good kids.
“1 pick who | think would be
the best to represent Good-
land,” hesaid.
Thosechosenfor spotsare
enteredintoafor-credit class.
The students are in the course
for 84 minutestwice aweek and
47 minuteson Mondays.

This year’s X-Pressos group in-
cludes seniors Clenisha Yar-borough,
Craig Mason, Jeff Moore, Grace Lang-
ness, Daniel Blake, Kelsey Leiker, Sh-
annon Johnson, and TysenL ofland; jun-
iorsJordan Frazier, Brett L alicker, Bran-
don Hatfield and Sami Philbrick; and
sophomores Michael Smith, Jillian
Parker, John M osbarger, Vanessa Crot-
inger, Josh Cech, Ashley Cebula, Kerick
Mason and JennaMcCall.
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