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from our viewpoint...

Why do we fear
Immigration?

Sowhat isit peoplefear about immigration?

Isitjobs?

With employment running for years at record lows, it
hardly seemslike our jobsarethreatened by immigrants.

Thejobsthey take—inpacking plants, infields, onroad
crews— most Americans shun.

Thesehaveawaysbeenthelot of thelast guy off theboat,
Italian, Greek, Pole, Croatian, Cambodian or black.

Those groups, and dozens of others, cameto this coun-
try looking for anew life, and found it. Today, they are
Americans. Today, if fact, someof their descendantsprob-
ably are among those who rail against the new immigra-
tion.

Isitlanguage?

Most immigrants came here speaking something other
than English. They learned and adapted.

But therearetownsin Kansaswhere German or French
wasthe main language for two or three generations. Rus-
sian, Bohemian, Swedish. All were spoken here, though
no longer.

It'[| bethe samewith the current wave.

People come here to be Americans. That’s what most
want more than anything. They want what we have.

Isittheeconomy?

Our economy wouldgrindtoahalt withoutimmigration.
With all the outsourcing and importing, westill havejobs
that go begging.

It'sillegal ?

Only becausewe say it’'s so.

But as with many things, you can’t make illegal what
peoplewant badly.

Alcohol, anew life, whatever. People want something,
andthey’ll getit.

If peoplewant tocomeheresobadly that they’ Il risk their
lives, they’ Il come.

No fencewill stop them.

Al Qaidawill comeinwiththem?

Please. Al Qaidacomesinwhereal Qaidawantstocome
in. Most have comethrough major airports, right through
Immigration and Customs.

Isitfear?

Fear of theunknown, fear of thosewho arealittlediffer-
ent than most of us?

Maybe.

Maybeit'sjust plain old prejudice.

Cdl it what youwill. It's not pretty, and it’s not Ameri-
can.

All thisisnothing new. Those who came before spat on
thelrish, theltalians, theArmenians, the Poles. Today, you
can’'t tell onefrom another. That isour heritage.

Thereareforcesthat would tear Americaapart and deny
our traditions. Immigration isnot one of them.

—Seve Haynes
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Bible stories are timeless

| don’t know about you, but | lovetheBible
stories. They aretimeless.

Sometimes | hear people complaining that
they’ reheard that story over and over.

Isn’t that just an excuse?

Sometimes you have to listen beyond the
facts of the story. And with an open mind, ev-
ery timeyou hear it, you can learn something
new.

For instance:

Didyou know therearetwo creation stories
intheBible?

Did you know that when Eve gaveintothe
temptation of the serpent, Adam wasstanding
right next to her?Why didn’t he stop her?

Didyou know that not just two of each kind
of animal went on the Ark? Of some animals
therewere seven. (Read Genesis).

Do you know why some books of the Bible
are called Mg or Prophetsand why someare
called Minor Prophets?

Doyou know why your favorite Biblestory
isyour favorite?

Do you know that Jonah could have saved

himself alot of trouble (so canwe!) if he had
just donewhat God told him instead of mak-
ing excuses?

Human beings have the tendency to make
excuses. “ Just being human,” we snicker. We
want to bemastersof our own fates, but when
we get in trouble, we try to make it someone
else’s fault. God is a major target for such
blame. Did God makethat silly decision, or did
you?

Here is some advice given to middle man-
agement peopl eif they wereever caught sl eep-
ing at their desks:

“5. They told me at the blood bank that this
might happen.

4. Whew! | must have left the top off that
cleaning fluid. Yougot herejustin time!

3.1 wasn’tsleeping. | wasmeditating onthe
vision statement and envisioning anew para-
digm.

2. | wastesting my keyboard for drool re-
sistance.

1. *..inJesus name. Amen.

It seemslikeour wholesociety isconcerned
with connocting, permitting, and encouraging
us to make excuses instead of being respon-
sible.

Godcallsustotry and bethebest that wecan
be. Itisn't asdifficult asit sounds. Do you re-
alize that “triumph” isjust UMPH added to
TRY ?(Unknownauthor). Putting someumph
into our efforts can make the difference be-
tween successandfailure. It can makeusmore
responsibleand less proneto make excuses.

Many of theBiblestoriesdepict peoplewho
make mistakes, who are not living up to their
potential. But God uses them anyway. God
lovesthem anyway, but changesthemintothe
powerful people God needs at that moment.

Maybeweshould makeourselvesavailable,
and stop making excuses.

Sin 1s really a learned behavior

TotheEditor:

Inanswer to Sharon Corcoran’squestionin
the Friday, March 18, Goodland Star-News,
which apparently was directedtome, yes, sin
isreally learned behavior.

TheapostlePaul tellsusin Romans 7:9 that
hewasfreefromlaw at onetime, but whenthe
|aw came, sincamewithitand hedied. Inother
words, hewasnot bornin sin— helearned it
when hegot ol der.

Asfortheability tounlearnit, likeany habit,
itishard. However, thereisonemanwholived
asinless life — Jesus Christ, who was both
fully God and fully man. Titus chapter 2 says
hissinlesslifewasanexampletous. Infact, if
all are saddled with the sin of Adam, Jesus
could no more be our savior than Adam, for
both had the samesin problem.

Furthermore, M osestol dthepeopleof | sragl
in Deuteronomy 30:11 that sinless perfection
inthelaw ispossible.

Her question on Christ’'s death really isn’t
even part of thepoint. That all responsible hu-
man beingshavesinnedistrue, whether or not
one believesin original sin. The only onesto
whomsinisnotimputed arechildrenandthose
whosemindsnever gobeyondchildhood. They
arenot saved—they aresafebecausethey have
no sinof whichto beforgiven.

Asfortherest of us, weall need Christ'sblood
for our salvation because of our own sin. Ms.
Corcoran, however, would tell us that God
stackedthedeck against us. Heallowed ustobe
saddledwith sinfor whichwenot only werenot
responsible, buttherewasnocureother thanHis.

Thank theGod of theBiblethat Heisnotlike
that. Heis patient, kind and wants all men to
besaved, | Peter 3:9; | Timothy 2:2-4. No, our
Goddidsomethinginfinitely greater than pro-
viding a cure for amalady we inherited. He
provided a cure for the sin we have brought
upon ourselves.

Finally, | wouldliketocomment onthepay-
ing of preachers. | don’tknow what that hadto
dowiththerest of her column, but the apostle

from our
readers

® to the editor

Paul isagainvery clear inl Corinthians9that
churches are not only allowed to pay preach-
ers, but have an obligation to do so to the best
of their ability.

Even though | have supported myself by
secular meansthrough most of my ministry (1
still provide about athird of my income
through outsidesources), | resent theimplica-
tion against thosewho earntheir living by the
Gospel. Itisnot only unbiblical; it isdemean-
ingtothosewhoearntheir keep ashard-work-
ing servants of the church.

Again, anyonewishingamoredetaileddis-
cussion of the Bible may contact mein Colby
or Brent Flanders at the Goodland Church of
Christ.

A. Jay Kelley, evangelist

Colby Church of Christ

TotheEditor:

Permit me to address a statement in the
March 18 issue of The Goodland Star-News
madeby EvangelistA Jay Kelley. Inresponse
to an article by Sharon Corcoran he wrote,
basedonRom. 5:12, “Wearenotbornsinners,
itisalearned behavior.”

Thisunderstanding arisesout of aview that
Rom. 5:12 is anacolutha, meaning that a
change in grammatical construction takes
placeinthesamesentence. ... Thisunderstand-
ing is supported by Rom. 9:11 and John 9:2,
which claimsthat no man can sin beforeheis
born. Thisview is an attempt to deny Paul’s
meaningthat all sinisconnectedtoAdam’ssin.
Theresult isthe separation of sinfrom Adam
asthe origin and makesthe origin with every
person borninto theworld.

The explanation is faulty because, as Paul

states, “ All mendidsin,” and “death spread to
all men.” The verbs are historical aorists (in
Greek, verbsof the past tense), indicating that
sinand death is connected to Adam.

Moreover, “All” means the whole human
race for al time. The aorists take us back tc
Eden, beforeany onewasborn, so that sinand
death originated with Adam.

Both sin and death spread from Adam to
“All.” Thesinof Adamwasto belike God, tc
havethe power and control of God, which be-
cause he tried to take, became a broken rela-
tionship with God. The desire for power and
control hasinfected “ All” andisin the nature
of everyone born into the world. This under-
standing, heldby themgjority of Biblical schol-
ars and churches, precludes the position re-
ferredto.

In addition, if we are born without sin, we
would havetheoptiontosinor nottosin. This
takes our redemption out of God's hands and
nullifiesthecross. Salvationthen becomesour
responsi bility, based onwhetherwesinor don't
sin. Further, logically, we would have the
power over death based on our choice.

| donotintendtochangeor correct what was
stated, but only to challenge what was said
about sinasalearned behavior.

Earl Martell, retired pastor

Evangelical Lutheran ChurchinAmerica

Goodland

TotheEditor:

Livinginasmall townhasmany good advan-
tages, but it isalso hascrazy drawbracks.

For somereason, if you' re seen at ashow or
out tolunchwithafriend of theopposite sex, it
is automatically concluded this must be &
“BOYFRIEND.” You can have many friends
of the opposite sex and they are just that —
FRIENDS.Also, goingouttoeat totry toget to
know someone or help someone through haro
timesdoesnot mean heisyour “boyfriend.”

MyraWatkins

Goodland
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