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Cowboys take two from Bulldogs, go 3-0

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Six daysafter winningtheir first
baseball game, the Goodland Cow-
boysswept their first doubleheader
onMonday, defeating Syracuse 15-
7and 12-9 at Memorial Field.

In the first game, Goodland
scored at |east onerunineach of its
six turnsat bat, atotal of 15runson
10 hits including the team’s first
homerun. The Cowboysstolenine
bases. TheBulldogsscoredarunin
thetop of thefirstinning, anotherin
the second and scored five in the
fourth.

Goodland’s momentum seemed
tocarry over tothesecond game, as
the Cowboysscored at | east oncein
thefirst four innings, buildingup a
12-1 lead. Then the Bulldogs' de-
fense stiffened, holding Goodland
scorelessin the fifth and sixth in-
nings while Syracuse scored eight
runsintheir final threeturnsat bat.

In the matinee, junior Brandon
Zelfer pitched acompletegamefor
hisfirstwin. Zelfer gaveupsix hits
onthreeearnedruns, struck out nine
and walked two. He is 1-0 for the
season with asave.

“Brandon did a great job chal-
lenging hittersall game and cover-
ing for our defensive mistakes,”
said coach Steve Jimenez.

Senior Brock Lohrwonthenight-
cap, improving hisrecordto2-0.He
threw for 4 1/3 innings, giving up
only one hit but walking four. The
Bulldogs were able to score five
runs, four of them earned. Lohr
struck out eight.

“Brock wasn’t assharpashewas
in hisfirst game,” Jimenez said,
“but hebattledall gameandallowed
ustogetalead.”

Sophomore Andrew Pettibone
relieved Lohr, pitching the rest of
thefifthinningand part of thesixth.
Heallowedthreerunsonthreehits.

Junior Wyatt Dautel took over for
Pettibone, closing out thegameand
gettingthesave. Dautel gaveupone

unearned run on three hits and a

walk while striking out one.

The Bulldogs took a temporary
lead 1-0 in the first game when
Brandon Bloyd scored on awild
pitch. Bloyd led off with a double
toright field, thengot tothirdona
fielder’schoice.

In the Cowboysfirst turn at bat,
Dautel started things off with a
singletoright center, then stol esec-
ond two pitcheslater. Two pitches
after that, senior JakeAlander drove
Dautel homewith adoubletoright
which tied the score.

Next Zelfer, after takingaball, hit
a homer over the left center field
fence, making the score 3-1. Syra-
cusewasabletoget threeof thenext
four Goodland battersouttoendthe
inning.
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Senior Brock Lohr (No.
25 above) was the start-
ing pitcher in the second
game Monday, picking
up his second win of the
season. Junior pitcher
Brandon Zelfer (above
right) won the firstgame.
Sophomore Tyler Hillmer
(right photo) safely slid
into second base during
thefirstgame. Freshman
Josh Doke (No. 15 atleft)
scored two runs in the
second game as a pinch
runner.

Photos by Liz West
The Goodland Star-News
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Despite awell-executed double
play by the Cowboys in the top of
the second, the Bulldogswereable
to scoreanother runto makeit 3-2.
In the bottom of the inning, Good-
land quickly picked uptwo outs, but
with three hitsand some alert base
running, the Cowboyswereableto
score four runs and increase their
lead to 7-2 heading into the third
inning.

Syracuse was held to a “three-
and-out” series, including two
strikeouts, in the top of the third.
After two straight walks, Syracuse
tried a pitching change, but the
Cowboys still managed to score
three morewithout ahit.

With the score 10-2 inthetop of
the fourth, the Bulldogs sent eight
battersto the plate, pickingupfive
runstoclosewithinthreeat 10-7.1n

Go Cowboys
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Goodland High School

Today, in Hays against Concordia, 3 p.m.

Baseball

Next Friday in Colby, 3 p.m.

Softball
Track

Today, in Colby 3 p.m.
Saturday, in Norton, 2 p.m.
Monday, 9-10 meet in Goodland, 3:45 p.m.

Yy & Cowaqirls!

Friday, April 15, K.T. Woodman in Wichita, 7:15 a.m.

Tennis
Golf

Tuesday, in Larned, 12 noon.
Tuesday, Goodland Invitational at Sugar Hills golf course, 1 p.m.

Saturday, April 16, in Oberlin, 8:30 a.m.
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the bottom of thefourth, asingleto
rightby Miller droveinsophomore
Tyler Hillmer, who got on base af -
ter being hit by apitch.

Neither team scored in thefifth,
and the scoreremained 11-7 going
into thesixth.

Zelfer faced just four battersin
thetop of the sixth, upasingleand
striking out two. Inthebottom of the
inning, despite another pitching
change, the Cowboys scored four
more runs, increasing their lead to
15-7.

Intheseventh, Goodland heldthe
Bulldogstoanother “three-and-out”
toendthegame, withZelfer striking
out thefirst and third batters.

“Our offense continued to be our
strongpoint,” said Jimenez. “ | think
thekey tothegamewasour aggres-
sive base running. Any time you
steal nine bases in a game, it puts
pressure on the opposing team.

“Attheplate, Brandon’sfirstin-
ning home run set the tone for the
game. Brock, Bobby and Jake also
had great at-batsall game.”

Thesecond gamestartedlikethe
first withtheBulldogstakingal-0
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lead inthetop of thefirst. After the
first two Goodland batters were
thrown out, Zelfer hit a stand-up
doubletoleft. Next Lohr hitalong
ball tocenterfieldfor atriple, driv-
ing Zelfer home. Freshman Josh
Doke, running for Lohr, scored on
apassed ball, andthe Cowboystook
az2-1lead.

Inthetop of thesecond, Syracuse
suffered another “three-and-out,”
all on strike outs by Lohr. Good-
land’sbatterscombinedfor fivehits
and scoring fiverunsinthebottom
of theframe, givingthe Cowboysa
7-1lead.

Goodland’s defense shut out the
Bulldogs in the third and fourth
whilethe Cowboyspickeduparun
in the third and four more in the
fourth.

With Goodland leading 12-1 in
thetop of thefifth, the momentum
switched to the Bulldogs. Tracy
Braddock of Syracusehitatripleto
left center whichdroveintworuns.
Two batterslater, after L ohr gaveup
his second walk of the inning,
Pettibone took the mound in relief
with two outs.
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Goodland got the third out after
catchingarunner off base, but Syra-
cuse had already added two more
runstomakeit 12-5. Goodland was
held scorelessin the bottom of the
inning.

The Bulldogs' offensive surge
kept going inthetop of the sixth as
they scored a pair of runs on e
double by Peter Gould.

That prompted another Goodland
pitching change with one out.
Dautel got thenext twoouts, but not
before Syracuse scored two more
runsto makeit 12-9.

Neither teamwould scoreagain.

“Defensively, it was our worst
game of the year,” said Jimenez,
“way too many mistakes. At the
plate, Brandon, Brock and Bobby
were great again. Preston Dautel
steppedinanddidasolidjobinright
fieldfor us.

“Our schedule gets much more
difficult,andwe’ Il havetoget much
better defensively if wewant to con-
tinuewinning.”

TheCowboyswill beinHaysto-
day for agameagainst the Panthers
of ConcordiaHigh.
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