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Should Christians sign prayer-in-school petition?

| receivedapetitionviae-mail the
other day, asking me to add my
nametothelist of supportersof re-
instituting prayer in school.

Thepetition saidit wasto befor-
warded to President George W.
Bush when there are 2,000 names.

Do we really need prayer in
school? I's this something Chris-
tians should support?

The petition cited 1Thessal o-
nians5:17,"“ Pray without ceasing,”
asthereason to support it.

Whileit istrue that Christians
should pray frequently, constantly,
asoftenasthey can, alawisnotre-
quiredto allow Christian youthsto
pray in school. Prayerscan besaid
silently at any time. Prayers out
loud, that involve all in a class,
whether having Christianbeliefsor
not, are not arequirement for wor-
shipping God.

1 Samuel 1:12, 13 says, “And it
occurred that while she prayed ex-

Schwarzenegger takes Imaginative approach

from other

By Dick Morris
Former President ial advisor

WE' Il never changethe Constitu-
tion to let him become president,
but Arnold Schwarzenegger iscon-
ducting a one-man revolution
aimed at providing presidential
|eadership.

TheEast Coast mediahasmissed
the full dimensions of the Califor-
nia governor’s accomplishments
and bold proposals. Together, they
constitute one of the most astound-
ing, imaginative and forward-
thinking agendasin our recent his-
tory.

Start with the War on Terror.
WhilePresident Bushhuntstheter-
rorists down and pressures nation-
states to give up their sponsorship
of terror gangs, Schwarzeneggeris
workingto solvetheproblemof | s-
lamic terrorism once and for all —
by ending our dependence on for-

Farmers and

By John Schlageck
Kansas Farm Bureau

Never think of the future — it
comes soon enough.

That said, it appearsfarmersand
ranchersarealready bracing them-
selvesfor theround of cutsthey are
sureto experienceintheupcoming
2007 farm bill. Political resolveto
support alevel of spending in the
'07 farm bill comparabletothe’ 02
farm bill has diminished.

In Washington and across our
nation, fewer and fewer membersof
Congresshaveany direct link with
agricultureor rural communities.

Congresswill continuetowrestle
with budget issues, and whilethere
is support for farm programs by
some in Congress, expecting the
same level of spending for the’ 07
farm bill asthe’ 02 program is not
going to happen.

tendedly beforeGod, Eli waswatch-
ing her mouth. Asfor Hannah, she
was speaking in her heart; only her
lips were quivering, and her voice
was not hear. But Eli took her for a
drunk.”

Hannah prayedsilently, and God
heard. A continued reading of 1
Samuel revealsthat her prayer was
answered. Now, some may want to
be more careful of what people
think they are doing than Hannah
was, but Christianscanpray quietly,
by themselves, and God hears.

Mark 1:35 says of Jesus: “And
early in the morning, while it was
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eignoil and stoppingtheworldwide
economic and climatic distortions
that global oil usage causes.

He's doing it by providing ag-
gressivestateleadershiptoopenthe
way for hydrogen fuel cell cars.
WhilePresident Bush speaksof the
advent of these vehiclesin thein-
definite future, Gov. Schwarz-
enegger isbringingthemtothehere
and now by converting gasstations
along California’s Interstate high-
ways to provide hydrogen fuel as
well asgasoline.

Withfinancing projectedtocome
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still dark, he rose up
and went outside and
leftfor alonely place,
and there he began
praying.”

Prayer doesn’'t need
tobepublicorinvolve
agroup to be heard,
butwhatisnecessary?

As part of our worship, prayers
should only be addressed to God.
Matthew 4:10 says, “ Then Jesus
saidtohim: ‘ Go away, Satan! For it
iswritten, “ItisGod you must wor-
ship, anditistohimaloneyoumust
render sacred service.”"”

John14:6says, " Jesussaidtohim
(Thomas): ‘I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comesto
the Father except through me.””

While prayersare only to be ad-
dressed to God, they are sent
through Jesus. 1 John 2:1, 2 says,
“My littlechildren, | amwritingyou
thesethingsthat you may not com-

one-third each from
federal, state and pri-
vate sources, Califor-
niawill offer hydrogen
fuel every few milesin
urbanareasand at | east
every 20 miles along
thehighway systemby
2010. Eventually, he
and theleaders of Washington, Or-
egon, Baja California and British
Columbiawill work together tocre-
atea" hydrogen highway” that will
runfromB.C. (British Columbia) to
B.C. (BgjaCalifornia).

The Schwarzenegger plan calls
for state-subsidized production of
hydrogenandfor tax incentivesfor
thosewho purchasehydrogencars.

Replacing gasolineengineswith
hydrogenfuel cellswouldeliminate
two-thirds of America's need for
oil, a demand that we could meet
entirely from domestic wells.

mit asin. And yet, if anyone does
commit as sin, we have a helper
withtheFather, JesusChrist, arigh-
teous one. And heisapropitiatory
sacrificefor our sins, yet notfor ours
only but also thewholeworld’s.”

Since Jesus is a helper, we pray
through him, and onething we can
pray for isforgiveness of our sins.
Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that is
covering over his transgressions
will not succeed, but hethat iscon-
fessing and leaving them will be
shown mercy.”

We can also pray about other
mattersthat affect our relationship
with God.

Philippians 4:6, 7 says, “Do not
be anxious over anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplica-
tion along with thanksgiving, let
your petitions be made known to
God; and the peace of God that ex-
cels all thought will guard your
hearts and your mental powers by

Since Californiaaccountsfor 20
percent of U.S. new-car purchases,
the tail will wag the dog and a na-
tional hydrogen grid will become
amost inevitable.

ButArnold'srevolutionalsoaims
torestoredemocracy at home.

Disgusted by thegerrymandering
that led to the re-election of all but
ahandful of members of Congress
in 2000 and 2002 (including all 54
California congressmen in 2002
and everyone but Gary Condit in
2000), Schwarzenegger isactingto
endthedisgraceon our democracy.
He s pushing a voter initiative to
adopt the lowa Plan to have legis-
lative and congressional districts
drawn by independent jurists who
aren’t permitted to take account of
incumbency or party.

The cynical political deals that
underscored the post-2000 Census
reapportionment made the incum-

means of Christ Jesus.”
Anexampleof aprayer by King
David is found at 1 Chronicles
29:10-13. Inthe prayer, he praised
God's “ mightiness and the beauty
andtheexcellency andthedignity”
and said inverse 13, “And now, O
our God, we are thanking you and
praising your beauteous name.”
While David's prayer of thanks
wassaidinpublicandinbehalf of a
group, we can say such prayers of
praise and thanksgiving in private.
When David prayed in behalf of
“thecongregation,” asmentionedin
versel, hewasprayingonbehalf of
peoplewho shared hisfaith.
Christianscanal so pray for com-
fort and helpwhentheir faithisbe-
ing tested. Psalm 120:1 says, “To
God| calledinthedistressof mine,
and he proceeded to answer me.”
But there are some prayers God
doesnot respond to. Proverbs 28:9
says, “He that is turning his ear

away from the law — even his
prayer is something detestable.”

Thosewho dotheir best to obey
God'slawsfoundinthe Bibleanc
who pray for forgiveness when
they sincan pray to God whenever
and wherever they want, out louc
or to themselves, without a law
from the President to give them
permission.

Christiansareurgedto pray often
and about anythingthat affectstheir
relationship with God, and to pray
in behalf of others.

Ephesians6:18 says, “whilewith
every form of prayer and supplica-
tion you carry on prayer on every
occasion in spirit. And to that enc
keep awakewith all constancy and
withsupplicationinbehalf of all the
holy ones.”

How could any law passed by
humans help or prevent us from
praying to God, who hears us no
matter wherewe are?

to ending terrorism

bents of both parties invulnerable
and limited the number of swing
seats to a mere 5 percent of the
House of Representatives. Gover-
nor Arnold will change al that in
Cdlifornia. And, as with hydrogen
cars, hisaction will likely awaken
votersacrossthenationtotakeback
their democracy.

Finally, Schwarzenegger isstrik-
ing at theroot of the problem with
public education by seeking to
smash teacher tenure and pay and
promote teachers based on merit,
just like other employees in
America. Theprivilegedclassroom
enclave, whereincompetenceisnot
punished and excellence is not re-
warded, will beendedinCalifornia.

Too bad that so-called education
reformers like Hillary Clinton
dropped merit-based promotion
(which she once supported in Ar-
kansasbut dropped when shecame

toNew York, withitsvirulentteach-
ers’ union).

If thelegidlaturedoesnot passthe
“governator’s’ tenure-reform anc
redistricting programs, he'll put
these issues on the ballot, where
they will most likely pass.

Inenergy, theenvironment, anti-
terrorism, democratic reform anc
education, Arnold Schwarzenegger
isshowing uswhat agovernor can
do. Arethere other governorswill-
ing tofollow hisbold example?

Dick Morris was an adviser tc
former President Bill Clintonfor 2C
years. Look for Dick’s new book
“ Because He Could” about Clin-
ton.© 2005 DickMorris, All Rights
Reserved. Distributed by Cagle
Cartoons, Inc. www.caglecart-
oons.com Call Cari Dawson
Bartleyat (800) 696 7561 or e-mail:
cari @cagle.com e-mail for Dick
Morrisisdmredding@aol .com

ranchers are bracing themselves for certain cuts in 2007 farm bill
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Growthinfederal spending dur-
ing the next decade will focus on
health care, Social Security and
higher interest on the federal debt.

More than ever before, provi-
sions of the ' 07 farm bill will be
linked to global trade negotia-
tions. This means our leadersin
the international trading arena
must nail down agreements that
will provide American farmers
with the edge they need to export
farm and ranch products in
today’s global market.

It'stheway wedobusinesstoday.
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U.S. federal subsidy
payments are directly
tied to market prices.
Market prices are tied
to export demand, and
thisisdirectly tied to
our international trad-
ing policy.

But make no mistake about it:
every country involvedintheseglo-
bal trade negotiations will be
scratching and clawing to secure
these same marketing advantages
for their farmers.

While continuing to look at this
global issues, itisstill important to
keep thingsin perspective.

The entire farm program is
roughly 1 percent of thiscountry’s
federal budget. That sum hel pssus-
tain an agricultural industry that is
responsible for 15 percent of our
nation’sgrossdomestic product. It

also helps ensure 25 million jobs
andafood, fuel andfiber supply that
is the safest, most affordable and
most abundant in theworld.

Atthesametime, our farmpolicy
helpskeep smaller family farmsin
business.

Farmswith sal esbetween $2,500
and $5,000 received 64 centsin
paymentsfor every dollar of sales.
Farmswith salesof $1,000 or less,
received $3 in subsidies for every
dollarinsaes.

U.S. price support programs go
far beyond the bottom line of indi-
vidual farmersand ranchers.

Thisis particularly truein rural
states like Kansas, where the
wellbeing of so many of our small,
rural communities depends on the
farmer.

Such dollars are spent in rural
communities as many as seven

Hospital provides living will help, keeps them on file

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

With afamily’s battle over a
Floridawoman’sright toliveor to
die making headlines across the
country, the question of how tofill
out aliving will has been on many
people’ sminds.

ThoughTerry Shiavo'sbattlewas
waged miles from Goodland, the
issues raised in her final weeks of
life can hit closeto home.

TheGoodland Regional Medical
Center board talked at its meeting
Monday, March 28, about what pro-
visions the hospital hasfor people
to make end-of-life and other
health-care decisions.

Board member Gennifer House
asked if there are people admitted
to the hospital who have living
wills. BrendaM cCants, director of
patient relations, said some people
havelivingwillsonfileaready.

Whenever anyone is admitted,
even children, said Mary Ann
Elliott, aregistered nurse, the hos-
pital hasto give them information
about advancedirectives, aformto
make health care decisions.

House wondered how peoplego
about filling out aliving will and
asked if people can buy a kit or
something. There are kits on the

Internet
tonight!
899-2338

Internet for $29.99, McCants said,
but people can fill them out free at
the hospital and keep them on file
here.

RonVignery,aGoodlandlawyer,
conductedtraining onthesubject at
the hospital, McCants said. There
are formsto fill out that include a
blank spacetoadd specifics. If there
are alot of specifics, she added,
hospital officialsrecommend con-
sulting alawyer.

Many people need some educa-

)| |

tiononthesubject, however. Many
don’'t know that adurable power of
attorney and adurabl e power of at-
torney for health caredecisionsare
not the same, McCantssaid.

And people need to keep a copy
of the form where family can find
it and be sure their family knows
what they want.

Alotof elderly peoplehavegiven
their kids power of attorney, said
Chief Financial Officer Jim Precht,
and haven't ever told them.

In other business:

» Hospital Administrator Jay
Jolly saidanarchitectural firmwill
look over the facility’s floor plan
and use of space Tuesday and
Wednesday to see whether remod-
eling may be needed.

* The board voted to have man-
agement get back to them within-
formation on accrediting and qual -
ity organizationsto consider.

* The board set the next meeting
for 5 p.m. Monday, April 25.
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and equipment needs.

timesinsomecases. Farmsubsidies
pay for fuel bills on the farm, gro-
ceries at the local market, kids'
clothesat theMain Street merchant,
offerings for Sunday’s collection,
local property taxesto help runour
schools and checks to pay down
debt onthefamily farm.

Inspiteof thechanginglandscape
of agriculture, farmersandranchers
will remain tied to the land they
love. Theflameburning withinour
producershasbeen passed onfrom
generation to generation in small
townsacross Kansas.

Continued budget cutsin farm
spending won't be easy. Discus-
sionsonthe’ 07 farmbill arealready
under way by those who have a
stakeinthisdebate.

Farmingandranchingwill perse-
vere. Therehasalwaysbeen some-
thing special about the men and

womenwhotill thisstate’ ssoil . Call
it tenacity, perseverance, guts or
plain hard work — whatever it is,
Kansas farmers will continue to
feedusingoodtimesandbad, while
protecting theland.

What they need isagovernment
that stands behind them. Our gov-
ernment needsto support the Kan-
sasand American farmer. Itissuch
avital industry.

Our country must maintain a se-
cure food policy that involves ¢
stable farm economy. This
country’s agricultural future de-
pendsonit.

John Schlageck of KansasFarm
Bureau has been writing about
farmingandranchinginKansasfor
25 years. Heismanaging editor of
“ Kansas Living,” a quarterly
magazine dedicated to agriculture
andrural lifein Kansas.

For your high efficiency

low salt fertilizer needs.
Call
Kugler
18681 County Road 50
Burlington, Co. 80807

1-800-253-5681
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Classified ads work! 899-2338

723 W. Hwy. 24 « Goodland, Kan.
(785) 899-5628 or 1-800-798-5628

Expanding Product Lines

Now a distributor of Lampton Welding Supply and Lightner cylinder leases. Stop in for your welding supplies, bottles

Our summer hours - Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday 7 a.m. - noon
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