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Competition bri

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Two men and adog enter into a
battleagainsttimeand natureonthe
open prairiesinanew typeof com-
petitive hunting.

The competition is a simulated
bird hunt wheretwo huntersand one
doggointoafieldtofindand shoot
asmany birdsasthey canin30min-
utes.

Rex Murray, afarmer andrancher
north of Goodland, isan expertin
the sport and aregional director of
Upland Classic, a national group
that holdscompetitions. Heisadog
trainer, Vizsla dog breeder and
owner of Ringneck Country, ahunt-
ing reserve where he and his hunt-
ing partner, EddieAnderson, simu-
latethe hunt all year to practicefor
competitions.

For amorning practice, Murray
takes his pickup, pulling atrailer
with room for the dogs, clothes,
guns, water, food and more. Onthe
dashboard, apower bar for dogssits
right next to the human snacks he
keepson hand.

The men head out to an incon-
spicuous area on the hunting re-
serve. Asyou crest thehill, it looks
likeanordinary stretch of landwith
tall prairiegrass.

Inthemiddleof theopenground, the
dirt road leading to the hunting spot
endsnear alargeredtractorandasmall
sructureused asacagefor quall.

Murray climbsout of the pickup
and letsseveral quail out of an out-
door cagefilledwiththebirds. The
quail fly away and the hunterscon-
sider thewind before they start the
chase.

When they arein acompetition,
Murray said, organizers drop six
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birds, twoquail, two pheasantsand
two chukkers, in the middle of a
field while hunters and dogs can't
seethearea.

“Itsimulateswildbird huntingas
closeasyou can,” said Anderson.

In practice, even beforethey are
let out of thekennels, thedogsstart
towhineand bark inanticipation of
the hunt.

“Thisiswhat they want to do,”
said Anderson’swife, Terri.

Teaming with adrenaline, the

dogshavetobeheld back asAnder-
sonand Murray fit themwith elec-
troniccollars.

Murray said they usethe collars
andvoicecallstostopthedogsfrom
running out of control through the
field.

He said the dogs work regardliess
of the weather, but he keeps doggy
boots and vests on hand to protect
themincertainconditionsat contests.

Afterthedogsarefitted, they are
letoutintothefieldtofindthebirds.

Dogs train on reserve

A love of dogs, hunting and the
outdoors drew Rex Murray, afar-
mer and rancher north of town, to
the sport of tournament hunting.

Murray is now a dog trainer,
Vizsla dog breeder, expert in the
sport andtheowner of theRingneck
County hunting reserve.

Heisinto competitive hunting
and has been amember of the Up-
land Classic group sinceitsincep-
tionfiveyearsago.

In competition, two menwho go
outintoafieldwithonedogtosimu-
late hunting. The dog sniffs out
birds, pointstheir position and re-
trievesafter thehunter shootsthem.
Thesportisscored ontime, number
of shots fired and bird dog and
hunter performance.

Murray got into the sport after
breeding and training bird dogson
hisranch. Hetrained Pepsi, thefirst-
place award winner in the big na-
tional competition, the Upland
ClassicfinalsinLawrence County,
Mo. Pepsi belongs to his hunting
partner, Eddie Anderson.

Ringneck Country is a state-li-
censed controlled shooting area
featuring over 7,900 acresof upland
gamehunting. Murray said hunters
can go after native birdsor partici-
patein controlled hunts.

The reserve features pheasant,
quail and chukker. He said they
mow the fields and plant feed to
make sure the birds have a good
habitat.

Murray said they allow huntersto
shoot prairiedogsontheproperty, too.

“We've been in the hunting-re-
serve business for 15 years,” he
said, addingthat hegotintothat be-
cause helovesto hunt.

He usesthe reserve to train bird
dogs, a “hobby” that he spends

Murray

“He'sadog whisperer,” said his
wife Sandi. “ (He's) got aknack.”

Murray uses electric collars and
whistleswhiletrainingthedogs. He
mostly works with pointing dogs,
whichfind abird and stand still for
at least three seconds before flush-
ing it for the hunter to shoot.

Henot only trainsdogsfor com-
petition, but for private hunters.
Most of thedogsheworkswith, he
said, will besent back totheir own-
ersand taken out only during hunt-
ing season.

Pepsi, aliver-colored German
shorthair, spent several months
training to be an award-winning
bird dog with Murray.

Hesaidany dog canbeagoodbird
dog, regardlessof breed. TheVizdas
hebreedsare hisfavorites, though.

“Weown nine,” Sandi said.

Rex saidVizsladogsareHungar-
ian and sometimes referred to as

first imported to the U.S. in the
1950sand admittedtotheAmerican
Kennel Clubin 1960.

He said Vizslas are even tem-
pered and good with kids.

“They make very good family
pets,” hesaid.

Vizdlasareaversatilebirddog, he
said, and they will point and re-
trieve. Murray said the dogs have
shortrust-colored coatsthat contain
no black. Somedogs, hesaid, have
whiteon their chestsand toes.

Hesaidthedogshetrainshaveto
be worked regularly after they go
homeor they losesomeof what they
gainfromthetraining.

Anderson works with Murray
often, taking tour groupsout onthe
reserveandworking withthedogs.

“The dogs are as comfortable
with me as they are with him,”
Andersonsaid.

With business mixing in with his
hobby, Murray said, heloveshiswork.

For Upland Classic events, he
travels around the country giving
thedogspracticeinthefield.

Hetravelsasfar away asMinne-
sota, Missouri, Nebraskato attend
competitions and deliver dogs he
hastrained.

“| travel about 15,000 to 20,000
miles per year,” he said adding he
isplanning atripto North Carolina
thismonth.

Murray says he has gotten calls
from peoplewho seehisphonenum-
ber painted on his truck or trailer
whilehe’sout acompetitions.

TheMurraysholdthree competi-
tions at their place every year. Al-
thoughMurray doesn't participatein
hisownruns, hesaid, theeventisfun.

“Thebiggest thing peopleneedto
know with these tournaments,” he
said, “isyou don’t have to have a
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Eddie Anderson (left) made sure his dog Pepsi got a cool drink af-
ter she practiced a hunt. Anderson followed behind the dogs as

they sniffed out birds in a field on Rex Murray’s property.
Photos by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

Runningwith excitement, thedogs
start downwind of the birds and
sniff them out.

Anderson said a big part of suc-
cess is understanding the playing
field. He said the weather, espe-
cially thewind, the lay of theland
and other factors can add up to a
good hunt.

Hesaidrelyingonthedog’ssense
of smell isimportant, too.

“Follow thedog,” hesaid. “Lis-
tentothedog.”

In their two years together, he
said, the team has kept adjusting
their way of hunting to up the odds
of getting the best shot.

“You havetotrust your partner,”
hesaid.

“It'sacompetition just like any-
thing else,” said Murray, adding
that both hunters have to be pretty

intunewith each other.

Whenthedogsfindtheir targets,
they freeze and point at the prey
until thehunter notices. Whenadog
points, it become rigid and elon-
gates its body, raising a foreleg,
duckingitshead downandsticking
itstail straight upintheair.

Theminutethebirdisflushed, the
dog takes off after it.

Becauseit'sjust practice, thehunt-
ersholdtheirfire, butthedogssearch
theareaasthoughit’'sthereal deal.

Anderson said the small quail, a
bird that could easily fit cuppedin
his hands, is a harder target to hit,
which makes the game more com-
petitive.

Although the men tout thedogs’
successes, the hunters are half the
team.

Murray said you can’twinif you

er

don’t shoot thebirds. Hestill gives
Anderson a hard time about miss-
ing abird anational s, but both men
takethe sport lightly.

“He missed the bird that would
haveletmy dogwin,” Murray said,
adding that he'd quit if it got toc
serious. “It'salot of fun.”

When a bird is shot, the dog re-
trievesitandtheprocessstartsover
again.

Murray saidthey wanttofireonly
one shot to kill each bird, because
they get an extra 10 points when
they don’t useal of the 10 allottec
shotgun shellstokill thebirds.

“You'vegot todoit fast and not
shoot any more than you haveto,”
Murray said.

Competitions are timed, with
teams given only 30 minutes tc
shoot as many birds as they can.
Finishing faster is worth more
points, too.

Every aspect of thesportisscored,
fromthespeed of thedogsand shoot-
ingthebirdstoretrieval. Murray said
therearealot of variables.

Thescoresend up somewherein
themid 300s.

“Anything over 350 would be
considered afair score,” hesaid.

After thehunt, practiceor not, the
dogsareloaded back into thetruck
and thetwo men driveback to civi-
lization.

Murray and Anderson said they
love the sport, and even if they
didn’t win, they would keep going
back.

“We go out there No. 1 to have
fun,” Murray said. “We don't gc
with intentions of winning. We go
towatchthedogs, seethedogs. | see
people | haven't seen since |ast
year, too.”

By Kathryn Burke

Pepsi the dog wins top spot

took second with Mac, a 6-year-old Vizsla, and

from the short fence in the back
yard at 608 Main.

Pepsi may look likean ordinary
animal, chewing a bone and
boundingaroundtheyard, but she
isachampion bird dog.

Pepsi, a 3-year-old liver-col-
ored German shorthair dog, won
the top prize last month in ana-
tional hunting competition, the
Upland Classic Seriesfinals, in
Lawrence County, Mo.

Thedog’sowner, EddieAnder-
son, isanavid competitor intour-
nament hunting, asport wheretwo
hunters and adog go into afield
tofind and shoot asmany birdsas
they caninaset amount of time.

hooked from then on.

Murray.
tobeabird dog, Murray said.

“It'severy-day work.”

run of the house.
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A dark chocol atehunting dog greetsvisitorsto her
home with awagging tail and aloving personality

Hegotintothesport when hispartner Rex Murray,
afarmer and rancher who lives near the Sherman-
Cheyenne County border, asked Anderson to join
himincompetitioninthefall of 2002 when hisregu-
lar partner couldn’t make it. Anderson said he was

Pepsi became a part of the Anderson family after
his daughter Adriel moved away to college, and his
wifeTerri brought him asurprise.

“Hesaidhedidn’twant her atfirst,” Terri recalled,
adding that the next day he had taken the dog to

Pepsi spent thenext coupleof monthslearning how
“We' ve worked with her for two years,” he said.

Although she hasgonethrough sometoughtrain-
ing, Terri said, Pepsi isapet and pretty much hasthe

“She'saspoiled rotten dog,” shesaid.

The team went to eight qualifying events before
makingit to national sthisyear. They took four dogs
toenter 18roundsof competitionfor Murray andnine
for Andersoninthefour-day contest.

Along with winning first place with Pepsi, they

“You haveto trust your partner,” Anderson said.
“1 know what he’s going to do and he knows what
I’m goingto do. You' ve got to work together. It'sa

team event.”

Sandi.

Anderson and Murray said they both grew up
hunting and love the sport, but they say the compe-
titionsare mostly about the dog work.

They travel withalargetrailer that holdbothmen's
luggage, thedogs, dog food, water and other neces-

sities.

Terri hasbeento several eventsto seeher husband
and dog compete. She said Pepsi lovesthe hunt.

Although today sheis an award winning dog,
Anderson said shewill continueto compete.

Pepsi and Anderson already have another first-
placenational award, fromtheNorthAmericanGun
Dog Association on Saturday, April 2. They shared
thehonor inthedoublesevent —two dogs, two hunt-
ers—with MikeL eitner, Atwood, and hisdog Sese.

“Pepsi now holdstwo national titles,” said Terri.

She said Larry House and his dog Rowdy won
second placeinopen pointinginthecompetitionand
hisson Casey took fourthinyouth pointingwiththe

samedog.

Murray took fifthinasinglehunter competitionwith
Rudy, a2-year-old Vizsla. Rudy won first place at
thecompetitionfor her placingsthroughout theyear.

“They're great partners,” added Murray’s wife

In the national competition,
Pepsi scored 779 points overall,
justonepointhigherthanMurray’s
dog Macwith 778 points.

The team event started with a
first run, and winners moved on
to the second.

In the qualifying round, Pepsi
got 374 and Mac got 404. In the
finals, Pepsi got 405 and Mac
374.

“Wedidnot let abird fly away
all weekend,” Murray said.

Intheir two yearstogether, he
said, the team keeps adjusting
their way of hunting to up the
odds of getting the best shot.
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