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from our viewpoint...

Greedy schools
want more money

Appalling.

Greedy midsizeschool districtsthat havebeen pushingfor
more money have asked the Kansas Supreme Court to take
over Kansas schools and order the Legislature to spend
nearly abillion dollarsmore on education thisyear.

Wehopethecourt will realizethewrongness of thisposi-
tion, but thereareno guaranteesinthe crazy agewelivein.

It'stimefor Kansastaxpayersto wake up.

Thereisno crisisin education, except the one created by
thislawsuit.

Kansasschoolsfunctionwell. They areamongthebestin
thenation.

Sure, they could use moremoney. Couldn’t weall?

Butit'stheL egislature' sjobtodividethepie, andthelL eg-
isaturehasdonewhat it canfor school swithout raisingtaxes.

There is no way to get the billion dollars these greedy
school districts want without a huge tax hike. The people
running them don’t care. They just want money.

Rural school districtsand school boardsought towakeup,
too.

The money the midsize districts want is the money our
schoolsusedto get for “low enrollment weighting.” Thisis
supposedto cover theextracostsof runningasmall, isolated
district.

Thelatest school finance bill does away with thisdiffer-
ential and coversitwithaone-timeincreaseinthe per-pupil
base. That’sascamthat will comeback to haunt rural schools.

Tobefair,themidsizedistrictsarenot really out to destroy
western Kansas schools, but we will suffer for their wants.

Their real targetsarethegrowing, popular “ex urban” dis-
trictsthat surround city schoolsin Salina, Topeka, Wichita
and other eastern cities. The districts lack the “ city” prob-
lemslike drugs, violence and crowding that plague larger
districts. They draw students — and money — from city
schools. And becauseof low-enrollment wei ghting, they get
more money for each student.

City schoolsseethis. They hatethese smaller neighbors.

Make no mistake. Thisisnot about the disadvantaged or
thedowntrodden. It’ snot about minority studentsor special
education.

It'sthe money.

And if we don’t do something now, our schools out here
won't haveany.

Theway our government issupposed towork, the Legis-
laturedecideshow to spendthestate’ smoney and how much
totax citizens. Not the courts.

Unlesswewant to betaxedtodeath, that’ stheway it should
Stay.

The Supreme Court needs to keep out of school finance
and let the Legislaturedoitsjob.

Thisisamoney issue, not alegal problem, and the court
needsto seethat.

Otherwise, wearefacingacongtitutional crisisinthisstate.
—SeveHaynes
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Our soclety seems to be Iosmg humlllty

| don’t know about you, but | think that our
society islosing alot of great attributes.

One of them istrue humility. Somehow we
have become a nation who glorifies arrogant
over-achievers, and we overlook the good,
humbl e people who also accomplish great
things.

Humble people aren’t necessarily timid or
shy. They just don’t care who getsthe credit.
They are often the oneswho work to right so-
cia wrongs. They don't careto bein the spot-
light; they just want justiceto bedone.

Parker J. Palmer in his book “Let Your Life
Speak” says. “ Beforespring becomesbeautiful,
itisugly, nothing but mud and muck. | lovethe
fact that theword humus-thedecayed vegetable
matter that feeds plants-comes from the same
root that givesrisetotheword humility. It hel ps
meunderstand that thehumiliatingeventsof life,
the events that leave ‘mud on my face’ or that
‘makemy namemud,’ may createthefertilesoil
inwhich something new can grow.”

Humility isn’tthesameasbeing humiliated.

lorna
gt

® commentary

No onelikeshumiliation.

That isone of my great phobias. thefear of
being laughed at behind my back. Of coursel
have no control over that — except totry and
liveinaway that will minimizethechancesof
attracting scornful laughter.

Usually wecan't control thethingswefear.
If wecould, they wouldn’t be phobias. But of -
tenanincident of humiliation creastesafertile
areawheregrowth can occur.

Wedon'tliketo beout of control. However,
we often have to acknowledge our lack of
power before we're willing to surrender to
God.

Someone haswritten: “On occasion weall
have...down draftsin our lives, reversalsin

Arts Council reaching out for

TotheEditor:

TheGoodlandArtsCouncil board thanksall
of thosewho haverenewed membershipsofar
thisyear. Thecouncil appreciatesyour contin-
ued support.

Theannua membershipdrivebeganinJanu-
ary and until now, all mailingshave been sent
to past members. However, the board like to
reach out to residents of Goodland who have
not been members.

The board has set alofty goal for its mem-
bership thisyear and will be working hard to
attainit. Theboardinvitesall Sherman County
residentstojointhecouncil. Membershipsup-
port is one of the most valuable assets as the
council strives to provide unique art experi-
ences.

Membershipsreceived|ast year enabledthe
council toexpand and extend moreartsoppor-
tunities. Through community support, theCar-
negieArtsCenter remainsopenevery day, free
of chargeto all Sherman County residents.

Sinceitsbeginningsin 1984, the center has
brought workshops, artist exhibits, children’s
programs, theater, and musicto Goodland and
promotesall dimensionsof art.

Lastyear, our Summer Art I nstitutefor chil-
dren once again flourished. More than 100
children participatedintwo fun-filled months
of learning about famous artists, sculpture,
drawing, theater and much more. Additional
activitiesofferedincludedfourindividual art-
ists monthly showsandthreegroup shows, our
holiday home tour, a Smithsonian Institute
travelingexhibit and aduo pianoperformance.
TheCarnegieArtsCenter hosted an exhibit of
all local artists, aswell asitsel ementary school
show, andteamed withthe4-H Council to host
the Favorite Foods exhibit.

Thisyear, the council will striveto provide
thesamequality of art programming. TheArts
Centerisdedicatedtoachieveitsgoa of bring-
ing an important and varied program of art
eventsto Goodland. Wearepl easedtobeahost

from our
readers

® to the editor

sitefor atravelingexhibitfromtheWichitaArt
Museum.

As amember, you are the most important
part of our success. Your support and interest
helpstoprovideanactivefacility of whichyou
canbeproud. Itisexpensivetomaintainacom-
munity artsfacility; therefore, we are seeking
your financial support and encourage your
membership. Your contributionisimportantto
us.

There are many levels of membership.
Please consider how you can help support the
artsinour community. For information onbe-
comingamember, stop by thecenter at 120W.
12th Street or call at 890-6442. Center hours
are Tuesday through Friday, 10a.m.to5p.m.
and Saturday, Sunday and Monday, 1to4p.m.

TinaGoodwin, director

CarnegieArt Center

TotheEditor:

TheTerri Schiavo case should beawakeup
call for our nation. According to 2003 federa
statistics, thereare 77,429,844 millionAmeri-
canswith disabilities.

People with disabilities must be seen as
peoplefirst,and only after that seen aspersons
withdisabilities.All people—theunborn, eld-
erly, children, those with disability and those
without disability —all peopleshould havethe
basic needsof life protected, including food,
water, safety, love, self-esteemandtherightto
reachtheir full potential.

It was my belief that our Constitution pro-
tected these basic needs of life. Maybe at one
timeitdid, but through compromisesomething
haschanged. Thebasi cnheedsof lifeof themost

our fortunes, humiliating experiences. We
want to lift ourselves up, but God’s
Word...tellsusto do just the opposite. God's
Word tells us to dive - to humble ourselves
under thehandof God. If wehumbleourselves,
Godwill sendthermal windthat will liftusup.”

Just when things seem to be the most hope-
lessiswhen God canwork wonders. Humility
is not a bad thing. Humility ofteninvolves a
single-minded resolve to change something
without fanfare or praise.

That isthe kind of service God will honor.
We don't haveto do “great” things; it's often
thesmall actsof kindnessthat matter.

Hereisathought onbeingaservant: “Noone
can help everybody, but everybody can help
someone.”

You might not get your name in the paper,
but youwill certainly makeafriend. Whenyou
hide behind humility and refuse to get in-
volved, hereisaquick prayer toinspireyou:

“God, grant that theheatinmy heartwill melt
thelead inmy feet.”

new members

innocent are being lost.

Webeganasanationof rightsprotectors, and
for this reason grew to greatness. Because of
compromiseagainst basicneedsof humanlife,
we have turned into a nation that allows the
killing of infants. We strip them of al the ba-
sic needs of life, even lifeitself, and say its
someone else’sright . We kill those guilty of
killing, and makingourselvesthereequal . And
we then call it justice. Now we have become
guilty of killingthosewith disabilitiesby strip-
ping them of the basic needs of life.

Wemustall, lawyers, cooks, doctors, house-
wives, teachers, preachers, truck drivers, ev-
eryone with any compassion in there heart
must stand agai nst thisassault on our and oth-
ers freedoms. If not, theassault will knock on
your door or aloved on€’ sdoor. Onefamilyin
three hasarelativewith disabilities.

| am suresomeonewill say, if youdon'tlike
thedirectionthecountry isheading, why don’t
youjust leave? My answer | have 77,429,843
million reasonsto stay.

Rod Miller

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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