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Goodland couldbeon TV or providestarsforshows

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Could a celebrity makeit asthe
mayor of Goodland?

Could a Goodland family solve
itsfeud on national television?

Could Goodland neighbors air
their petty grievances in a humor-
ous reality show while competing
toforcetheloser to move?

Withthe"reality” crazegrowing
ever stronger on television, these
questions may be answered in the
near future.

Donna Price, director of the
Sherman County Convention and
Visitors Bureau, said she has been
contacted by theK ansasFilm Com-
mission and Turner Broadcasting
Systemabout tel evision showsthat
are casting. One reality show is
looking for a small town to hand
over itsmayor’sspot to acelebrity
for afew weeks.

A production company in New
York islooking for a Midwestern
town to host a new reality show
called“ TheMayor,” inwhichace-
|ebrity would spend several weeks

Haven't talked with your sis-
terinyears?

Never hear fromyour kids?

Thisshow might befor you.

For areality-show style* docu-
mentary,” the makers of “Wife
Swap” plantotakean American
family divided by conflict, and
over the course of seven days,
work with them in an attempt to
bring the family back together
again.

The family members will be
accompanied by arelationship

Families invited to air grievances

therapist, who will hopefully help
themrepair whatever hasseparated
them.

The show will follow thefamily
asthey try to resolve their differ-
ences, relinquish their grudgesand
rediscover the relationships that
made them a family in the first
place.

It's a positive show that aimsto
resolve major conflictsin acaring
and sensitive way with the assis-
tanceof aprofessional mediator, the
producers say.

They arelookingfor afew spe-
cificissues: aconflict that is af-
fectingafamily-owned business,
afamily in dispute because of a
crisis that they can’'t handle
alone, siblings torn apart by in-
heritancedisputes, rel ativeswho
have not spoken in over ayear
because of amisunderstanding,
and similar problems.

They arelooking for families
that can use some help and for
professional mediatorswho can
provideit.

asmayor. Pricesaid shetold apro-
ducer Goodland might be inter-
ested.

That'sjust one possible route to
stardom, though. The whole town
cangetintotheact.

Families can contact Price at
1206 Main or call 890-3515 to ap-

ply for “Families Reunited,” a
documentary inwhichfamily mem-
bers would be joined by a family
relationship therapist who will en-
courage them to air their issues,
mediateany disputesand hopefully
helprepair along-standing feudthat
has separated them. The producers

are looking for both families and
professional mediators for the
show.

Families can contact Price by
Sunday, May 1, to apply to be on
“Love Thy Neighbor,” a show
about neighborhood disputes.

n “The Mayor,” a celebrity —

actor, musical artist or athlete —
wouldtakethereinsof thecity, bar-
ring a disaster, tragedy or the like
that happened on his watch, and
manageit’ sday-to-day affairs. The
producers want to show what hap-
pens when Hollywood invades
“real America.”

“The Mayor” would need per-
missiontodeclareholidays, get new
uniformsfor thehighschool basket-
ball team, bring in concert attrac-
tionsand bring guest cel ebritiesfor
“town hall meetings” or “ statedin-
ners’ opentothetownsfolk.

The producers also want the ce-
lebrity mayor to haveto handleis-
suesthat comeabout. Dothey want
tore-zonethetown for agiant ice
hockey rink? For a miniature
“Kansas” sign that copiesthe big
“Hollywood” sign?Canthey man-
age the small details of govern-
ment, call ameetingto order, come
up with ideas on how to increase
revenuesfor thelocal businessdis-
trict? Can he or she challenge the
neighboring town’s mayor to a
boxing match for charity? Can he

or she get anything done?

Theproducers, Pricesaid, want
it to appear asif the celebrity re-
ally hascontrol and arehoping the
townwill follow alongingranting
him power, barring a civil emer-
gency.

Anything the mayor doesin his
weeks in power can be undone
whenheisgone. Theproducersare
looking for atown with a sense of
humor and that has local officials
who will object to the celebrity’s
ideas.

The show’s intention is not tc
poke fun at the town but to make
sport of the celebrity, showing him
moving at a million miles an hour
trying to get ahold of a situation
where heis not surrounded by his
usual Hollywood crowd of agents,
managers and hangers-on.

Theshow wouldbeshotintown,
adding aboontotheeconomy from
staff, hotel bills, meal s, travel, shop-
ping and the like. The crew would
be on site for three weeks or so of
production, plus scouting and pre-
production.

Feuding neighbors sought for reality show that’s part comedy

Producers of a new show to be
caled “Loser Leaves Town” are
looking for familiesinvolved in
neighbor disputes. Both families
must own their own homes, be
neighborsand haveat |east twokids
10-19.

The families should live next
door, though the producers may
consider acrossthestreet. They are
ruling out anything more distant.

More than a great feud horror
story, the producers say, they are
looking for families with alot of
personality who have some issues
with the neighbors, however big or

small. They say they are not look-
ing for negativity, animosity or ha-
tred.

It will be afun, family show,
geared towards positive thinking
about your neighbors and your
community. Thefamilieswill com-
petein six episodes of the comedy
series.

Despitethename, Producer Craig
Brooks said, the show is not mean-
spiritedinany way. It sunlikely, he
said, thattheloser will actually leave
town; they’ Il just movetoadifferent
neighborhood. But it will bring an
endtothesituation.

kansas classifieds

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
DRIVERS! NO LIMITS, NO
BOUNDARIES. Solos startupto
37¢/mi. Teams start at 40¢/mi.
Owner operators 86¢/mi. plus
fuel surcharge. Callnow Gainey
800-287-0376

FedEx Ground: TEAM Indepen-
dent Contractor positions avail-
able at Kansas City hub. No
Singles/Solos Need Apply. Start
.93/mile, $1.25/gallon nation-
wide diesel price, 100% drop &
hook. Weekly hometime. Tolls &
Permits paid. Many discount
programs. Call linehaul recruit-
ing 913-441-7549 M-F 8a-4p

Legal Services
Social Security disability claims;
Saunders & Saunders Attorneys
at Law. No recovery, No fee! 1-
800-259-8548.

Spas for Sale
HOT TUB Buyers, Buy direct
from Manufacturer at Wholesale
prices. Save $1,500 to $3,000.
15 styles $2495-$4995 - For
Video, Price List, 1-800-869-

0406. goodlifespa.com.

Special Notice
$275,000 GOLF DREAM. Ex-
PGATour Player needs Dealers.
Residual Income. Protectedterr.
w/Success story refer. $69K in-
vest. req. Serious est. bus.
Unique bus. model. 800-805-
4583

Capital City GUN SHOW. APRIL
16-17. SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3.
TOPEKA, KS, KANSAS
EXPOCENTRE. BUY-SELL-
TRADE. INFO: (563)927-8176.

FLEA MARKET - Dealers
wanted. Downtown Burlingame,
KS. Saturday, June 11. Unlim-
ited space, $20/$25. Rodeo,
parade, lots of activities. Call
785-654-2421 for booth space.

Steel Buildings For Sale
SPECIAL! 48' Aluminum Con-
tainers 8’6" wide,9'6" tall, 3876
cubic feet storage. $2,350.
Other sizes available. Deliveryin
KS @ discounted rates. 1-785-
655-9430, www.chuck henry.
com.

The families will compete
against each other in games based
on their disputes, Brooks said; it's
areality seriesfocusingonfamilies
day-to-day as well asin competi-
tion.

Therewill probably beprizesfor
thewinning family, hesaid, but the
main prize money will be the
$100,000 each family will get for
participating. And the winner will
get rid of theirritating neighbor.

It's all geared toward two fami-
lieswho do not get along, he said,
butit’sintendedtobefun. Thepresi-
dent of TBS said it can’t be mean-
spirited, Brooks said; it hasto go

THURSDAY

aongwiththedogan,“ TBS—very
funny.”

“Wedon'twant familieswhoare
at each other’s throats,” Brooks
said, “orwherethereisany violence
or abuse.”

There won't be any Jerry
Springer-typehumor, hesaid; itwill
be sit-com style but with nothing
scripted.

Many people have fantasies
about offending neighbors having
tomove, Brooks said.

“We're hoping to reach a lot of
people,” he said. “This has never
beendealt withinreality TV.”

Among thetypes of disputesthe

dream?

Learn how you con
improve your finoncial
position. Get your FREE
subscription fo the

Yes, You Can Newsleter.

Is financial
independence
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a reachable

1-800-234- 3445

stowers-innovations.com/ksp05.asp

producersarelookingfor: Doyour
neighbors’ obnoxious dogs and
blaring music drive you nuts?
Could you open a sporting goods
store with all the balls that have
landed in your yard? Have those
friendly competitions over yard
work and backyard barbecues got-
ten alittle out of hand?

Theproducerswill filmtheshow
in whatever town the familieslive
in, which will guarantee a lot of
spendingfor amonthinthearea, as
well asalot of positivepublicity for
thetown. Bothfamiliesareguaran-
teed $100,000 minimumfor partici-
pating.

Applicants must be 18 years or
older, own or rent a house (not ¢
townhouse, condo or apartment)
and be willing to relocate (at the
show’s expense). Applicants must
attach photos of themselves, their
family and their house.

Applicants may include athree-
minute VHS tape telling about the
feud with their neighbors and why
they should be considered for the
show. All family members must
appear on camera. (Tapes are op-
tional and arenot required for con-
sideration at thistime.) Any photos
orvideotapesyou mail tothemwill
not bereturned.
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Internet tonight! Call 899-2338.
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