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Goodland Transportation Supervisor Bob Harkins lifted the storage compartments of the new Cow-
boys and Cowgirls activity bus Thursday. Students will get to take their first ride in the vehicle for
Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

prom on Saturday.
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Board rides new bus

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Even beforeany of thekidshad
achance, Goodland School Board
membersand anyoneattendingthe
board meeting Monday got totake
aspininthehighschool’snew ac-
tivitiesbus.

Studentswill have to wait until
Saturday.

The 1999 Van Hool bus was
parked out in front of the district
offices for everyone to check out
during themeeting. Thebusreads
“USD 352 Goodland Cowboys” in
largeprint aboveasmaller cursive
“Home of the Cowboysand Cow-
girls’ printed on the sides of the
bus. On either side of the writing
are black and gold swirls, and the
Goodland Cowboy logo ison the
back. Abovethelogoarethewords
“Cowboys’ and” Cowgirls’ sepa-
rated by a star and below it says
“Goodland, Kansas.”

Board member Ron Schilling
said the bus will be a great bill-
boardfor advertising Goodland as
itdrivesback andforthonthehigh-
way.
Bob Harkins, school transporta-
tion supervisor, lowered the front
of the bus for everyone to climb
aboard.

As passengers walk down the

middle, the bus has two rows of
seats with brightly colored covers
oneachside, four per row alongthe
bus. The back row seats four, and
each set of two seatshasan armrest
inthe middlethat can befolded up
for moreroom.

Overhead, books, bagsand other
carry on items can be stored in an
openrack. Students can stretch out
withextralegroomunder each seat.
The busislined with radiant heat-
ingto keepfeetwarmand circulate
thewarmair throughout.L argewin-
dows line both sides and a nearly
floor-to-ceiling windshield covers
thefront of thevehicle.

The bus is equipped with three
televisions, one in front and one
aboveeachrow of seatsabout half-
way down thelength of the bus.

For long trips, students can use
therest room at theback of thebus.

Harkins drove the bus south on
Main Avenue from the district of-
ficeto 17th Street and headed east.
Heturned on 18th and headed east
again, thentook ArcadeAve. to 8th
Street heading west towardsMain.
The group “cruised” Main and
ended the tour back in front of the
district office.

Thedistrict bought the busfrom
theABC BusCo. in Grand Prairie,
Texas, for $141,300. They had de-

cals made for the bus by Mike
Boyson, aBird City artistwho owns
thesignfirmHot Brush, for arounc
$2,500.

Harkinstraveledto Texasto pick
the bus up and attended a two-day
training classtolearntomaintainit.
A representativewill cometotown
once ayear to check onthe bus, he
said.

Any repairs, Harkinssaid, could
be handled through the Master’s
mai ntenance shop in Kearney,
Neb., and the Central Detroit Die-
sel-Allison shopin Colby.

He said Van Hool buses have
been in production since 1937 and
heexpectsthebustolast at least 15
years.

TheVanHool hasanindependent
air ridesystem, Harkinssaid, andit
will get eight milesper galloncom-
pared to the maximum of 6 1/2
milesper gallonintheold buses.

Thebusismorepowerful, too, he
said, with 400 horsepower com-
paredto335inthedistrict’scurrent
bus, a1981 Motorcoach.

Superintendent Marvin Selby
saidthey plantohavethekidstoride
onthenew busduring prom on Sat-
urday. Hesaiditwill shuttlethekids
back andforthfromthe Veteransof
Foreign Wars Hall to Max Jones
Fieldhouse.

School fares better with new state finance plan

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

The new school finance plan
could mean more than $180,000
extrafor the Goodland School Dis-
trict.

Superintendent Marvin Selby
told board membersthat hehad got-
tenacopy of thefinanceplan put out
by the state L egislature.

“They’ ve taken out low enroll-
ment weighting as we know it,”
Selby said at a meeting Monday,
March 28, addingthelegislatorsput
more money into the base.

“Itraisesthebasefrom $3,863to
$4,107 (per student),” he said add-
ing that the raise equals out to the
exact same amount the district got
thisyear for low enrollment weight-
ing.

Ontopof the$244increaseinthe
base, Selby said, the Legislature
added another $115 per student. In-
stead of adding in acertain amount

of money for each at-risk and bilin-
gual student, the district getsto
count them as a percentage of a
wholestudent. For exampleif there
are10bilingual students, they count
as10andwithanextra0.10 percent
weighting. The district can count
that asanother wholestudent for 11.

Selby saidtheformulagetsmore
complicated becausebilingual stu-
dents only get weighting for the
amount of time they spend with a
certified bilingual teacher. If the
student spends the entire day with
theinstructor, hesaid, you cancount
theentire0.10, butif hespendsonly
an hour, it only countsasone-sixth
of the0.10.

With the new plan, at-risk stu-
dents,whousedtocountas1.10stu-
dents, now count as 1.145. Bilin-
gual studentsused to count as 1.20
and now are 1.395.

Certain categoriesfor themoney,
like at risk or bilingual education,

hesaid, aretobeusedstrictly within
those categories. Selby saidinthis
district, they already spend moreon
those programs than they receive,
so they should have no trouble us-
ing alotted funds.

“It might free up money to spend
elsewhere,” hesaid.

As the plan stands, Selby said,
Goodland could get anywherefrom
$180,000 to $200,000 more next
year.

“It's much better than anything
we've had recently,” he said, add-
ing that shrinking enrollment will
keep the schools from seeing the
full potential of theincreases.

If theschool could count thesame
number of studentsat thebeginning
of thenew year asit did thisfall, he
said, they could have seen
$300,000. Even with the extra
money, Selby said, it won't be
enoughtodoeverythingthedistrict
wantstodo. Hesaidthedistrict was

Two In accident near Ellis

Two Goodland residents were
taken to a Hays hospital Saturday
after they wereinan accident on -
70 near Ellis.

The Kansas Highway Patrol re-
portedthat FrancisS. Cook, 59, and
Selma J. Cook, 61, were headed
west at 4:47 p.m. Central Time on
[-70 just west of the Trego-Ellis
county line.

Francis Cook was driving his
2003 Pontiac M ontanamini van, he
said, when he suspectsthey blew a

tire which pulled the van into the
median. Hesaid hepulled back and
went intothegrassontheright side
when thevehiclerolled.

When the accident was over, he
said, the vehicle had gone several
yards from the highway to afence
line. He said the back wheelswere
uponthefenceandsincethecar was
still in gear, it moved forward, dis-
lodging thevehicle.

“We'revery thankful for theway
thingsturned out,” he said.

For your high efficiency

low salt fertilizer needs.
Call

Kugler
18681 County Road 50
Burlington, Co. 80807

1-800-253-5681
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They were both taken to Hays
Medical Center, hesaid, andhewas
treated and rel eased with minor in-
juries.

“| have a bad bruised shoulder,”
hesaid.

Hiswife, Selma, wasflownfrom
Haysto Wichitawhere they found
her first vertebrain her neck was
fractured.

part of a study to determine how
muchit coststo educate students,
and he came up with afigure of
$6,500 each.

To find the number, he looked
at all of the programsthe schools
havehadtodropover thepast few
years.

“That was going back and add-
ingtwocounselors,” hesaid, “ one
principal for each school and add-
ing kindergartenteachers.”

Selby saidthenew financeplan
includes a provision to allow
“rich” school districts, thosewith
housing evaluations at 125 per-
cent above the state average, to
increase the local option budget.
Those districts can go from 25
percent of their total budget, the
current cap on the local option
budget, to 28 percent thefirstyear,
29 percentinthenext year and 30
percentinthefollowing year.

The justification given by the
Legislaturefor raising thebudget
in those districts, he said, is that
teachershave ahigher cost of liv-
inginurbanareasand need theex-
tramoney to livethere.

In the plan, other districts also
canraisetheirlocal optionbudget,
but by less. Inthefirst year, they
arealowedtoraiseitfrom 25 per-
cent of their total budgetto 27 per-

LAND FOR SALE

“JUSTED LISTED!!”

Moonlight Gardens

Greenhouse
is now OPEN

for the spring season

Hours
Monday - Saturday
9:30-5p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
until 8 p.m.
Sunday
1to4 p.m.
785-462-6355

480 ACRES SHERMAN CO
CROPLAND
S/2 of 12-9-38
SW/4 of 7-9-37
LOCATED 4 MI SOUTH &
1 MI EAST OF EDSON

FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.
1420 W. 4™ — P.0. BOX 947
COLBY, KS 67701

ﬁ 1-785-462-3904 ﬁ
H|I DONALD L. HAZLETT, H|I
BROKER
VISIT OUR WEBSITE @

www.farmandranchrealty.com
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New Listi

living room, central air and heat, front porch with swing, covered
back deck, single detached garage with opener, storm windows, no
maintenance exterior, new gutters and new shed.

To see, call Mary at 899-3060 or 890-2718.

ng

315E. 12th

You must see this unique
Bungalow with original wood-
work and neutral carpeting!! It
offers 2 bedrooms upstairs and
2 down, formal dining room,
new bathroom in basement,
fresh interior paint and some
new carpet in basement. It has
a wood-burning fireplace in

GOODLAND
Tom Harrison, Owner
Broker/Auctioneer
785-443-0136
114 West 12th » Goodland, KS
785-899-3060
Fax: 785-899-3100
Rose Koggie Assoc. Broker
785-899-7464
Mary Huckins Sales Associate
785-890-2718

Homeland listings!

DO...CALL!!

Make an appointment to see any of our fine

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL

Check out our new web page at
www.goodlandnet.
com/homeland

REALJESTATE
of Goodland LLC

Dr. Mark F. Wahlmeier, Optometrist,
invites you to an

OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATION
Wednesday, April 20th
from 4-5:30 p.m.

Come and meet Dr. Wahlmeier and
staff. Register for door prizes.

Refreshments served.
DRS. MORRISON & WAHLMEIER

&

FAMILY PRACTICE OPTOMETRISTS

110 W. 10th, Goodland
899-3654
www.eyeclinic.com

cent, the second year from 27 per-
centto 28 percent andthethirdyear
they canraiseit to 30 percent, butit
issubjecttoaprotest petition. Selby
said citizenscould circulate apeti-
tion and with enough signatures,
bring the issue to avote before al-
lowing the raise. Selby said right
now, Goodland’slocal option bud-
getisat 17 percent.

“We' rewell below what wecould
beif we thought our district could
affordit,” hesaid.“We'vejusttried
to bethrifty.”

He said the new plan will make
fundingfor districtsunequal, since
the local option budget in other
parts of the state could raise more
thanit would here.

“Therichreally getricher onthat
kind of deal,” he said. “You can’t
penalize peoplefor livinginapoor
area. It'snot equitable.”

Becauseitisunfair, Selby saidhe
doesn’'t expect the plan to make it
throughtheK ansas SupremeCourt.
He said some people have specu-
lated that the court could send the
plan back and appoint an expert to
develop an equitableformula. The
new planwould be sent tothe L eg-
islature to find away to raise the
money.

The Legislature's plan calls for
$145 million more to be put into

education, Selby said, includingthe
extra allowed for the local option
budget. The money will be taken
fromfour year colleges, junior col-
legesand stateempl oyees, whowill
have their raises delayed for one
year.

“Teachersaregoingtolook really
greedy,” hesaid.

Wednesday, Gov. Kathleen
Sebeliussaid shehad sent her chief
counsel to deliver the school fi-
nance bill to the Supreme Court.
Sebeliussaid shewill allow thehill
to become law without her signa-
ture.

“Asgovernor, | believe the leg-
islature’s school funding plan is
neither responsible nor sustain-
able,” shesaid. “It jeopardizesthe
state’' sfinances, aswell asjobsanc
economic growth throughout Kan-
sas.”

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
shouldbefair andfactual. Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

student of

the week

T T

Name: Melissa Swager

Parents: Harvey and
Donna Swager

Grade: Junior

Age: 17

We ve nominated this
student because: Médlissais
an excellent student role
model in the classroom. She
is attentive to every activity
and always prepared for class.
Melissa has a positive outlook
about school and interacts
well with all students.

Student Comment:
Hanging out with my friends
and participating in Goodland
High School sports. | also

really enjoy my math and
science classes. | will always
remember the lawnmower
incident....Thanks Tabor.

Activitiesinvolved in at
school: GirlsAthletic
Association, National Honor
Saciety, Class officer 2006
President, Les Chorales,
basketball, volleyball, softball
and Fort Hays State Univer-
sity Math Relays.

My choice of movies,
books, and games: | like
comedy movies like the
classic movie “ Tommy Boy.”
| enjoy playing cards and
reading any type of books.

After | leave Goodland
High School | intend to:
Play softball at the college
attend and major in religious
studies and education.

And 10 yearsfrom now, |
think I'll be: working at a
job I love and beginning to
start afamily.

Favorite Quote: “Don't let
possible determine your
dreams let your dreams
determine the possible.”
Coach Diehl

Wheatridge Acres

707 Whestridge Circle
Goodland, Kan. 67735
785-899-0100




