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Second graders salute Goodland ensign

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A second-gradeclassat West El-
ementary keeps in touch with a
Goodland serviceman, boosting his
moral and |learning geography, so-
cial studiesand writing in the pro-
cess.

SusanMcCall’s7-and 8-year-old
students glow with excitement at
the mention of their pen pal, Navy
Ensign Craig Townsend.

The class at West got in touch
with Townsend through his niece,
first grader Saige Vandiver, and his
grandmother, Vernice Leslie, who
volunteersat theschool. They have
followed histravelsto the Persian
Gulf onaseven-month tour.

“1 thought it would befunfor the
kids to write Craig,” said McCall,
addingthat shesaw theapplications
to school subjects, including map
work and social studies. “ They re-
aly have enjoyed writing because
of it.”

The students practiced writing
skills by composing letters for
Townsend at Thanksgiving, Valen-
tine’s Day and Christmas.

Thelettersincludequestionsand
information the kids wanted to
sharewithhim, alongwithcoloring
pictures of hula dancers, student’s
petsand the ocean.

The students have seen Town-
send twice when he visited the
classroom, oncewhenhewashome
on leave and another time around
Christmas.

Townsend is a graduate of the
U.S. Naval Academy inAnnapolis,
Md.

“It'sabig honor to be chosen to
gotoAnnapalis,” saidMcCall, add-
ing that he had to be referred by a
member of Congress.

Townsend's sister, Sonya Van-
diver said Rep. Jerry Moran ap-
pointed Townsend after he spent a
year at Fort Hays State University.

After graduation, he was as-
signed to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii,
with the USS O’Kane, a guided
missiledestroyer.

The students started to study his
position in Hawaii, looking up the
state on amap.

Townsend startedtrainingin Oc-
tober, heading to Rhode I sland for
classes. McCall said after returning
to Hawaii, the entire ship went to
San Diego next for moretraining.

InJanuary, hetoldthestudentsin
ane-mail that ontheway to Califor-

Susan McCall's second-grade class salueted their pen pal, Navy Ensign Craig Townsend, while
standing in front of a display of letters they sent him. From left, they are Cameron Mouchette (back
row), Gabriel Ledesma, Hannah Sanderson, Davada Pummer, Hunter Williams, (middle row) Paetyn
Barricklow, Sophia Thompson, Coy Johnson, Makala Fogg, Jonathan Stevens, (front row) Ty
Hageman, Tanner Helton, Kameron Synder and Tyler Jones. The students have a photo of Townsend’s
ship, the destroyer USS O’Kane, hanging outside in the hall next to copies of the letters. Townsend
sent students pictures of his “Flat Cowboy” —a 12 inch paper cutout sent to him by his niece Saige
Photo from Susan McCall and Craig Townsend

Vandiver — steering the O’Kane.

nia, they did drills, detecting and
tracking submarines, planes and
other surface ships.

“From fire to torpedo attacks,
they keep uson our toes,” hesaid.

Students share letters,

Each student in Susan McCall’s
second-gradeclassat West Elemen-
tary wrote aletter to Navy Ensign
Craig Townsend, a Goodland na-
tive. Hereisasample:

Dear Craig,

| liketocleanmy room. Wheredo
you sleep Craig?| goto my grand-
maand grandpaNoffinger’ sHouse.
| rideHorses.

My Family has dog’s. | take
medicine every day. | am getting
better.

Your friend

MakalaFogg Lean

Dear Craig

I livedin San Diego beforeand |
saw ashipwith abigred cross. To-
day | will play cards. My dad and
mom will be in the South for the
wholeweek.

Townsend

Dear Craig,
| got anew dogitisapitbull itis
my rotweiller’sgirlfriend. | likemy

He said for the drills, they take
sides and one group plays good
guys while the other playsthe bad
guys.

Asone of hisjobs for the drill,

Townsendsaid, hetook ateamof 12
onashiptocheck it out.

“While my team searched the
ship for any illegal material,” he
wrote, “1 was questioning the cap-

pictures, learn lessons

playsalot. | haveadoxsen sheisnot
very playful. My sister issick. She
mitehavetheflu. Sheisgetting bet-
ter. Shehaswiteand pink medicine.
Haveyou seen adolphin

Your friend

Brooke Fairchild

Dear Craig,

How are you doing? | love to
draw pictures. | haveaTV in my
room. | got a new book from The
library. | haveateddy bear anditis
riptinthe back.

Your friend

Paetyn Barricklow

Dear Craig,

My mom got a hew job at the
Sheriff’soffice. Sheisthesecretary.
Shejust started twoweeksago. The
first secretary wasJuanita. Her boss
isKevin Butts. Hehasalottodo. |

countriesandwherethey areonthe
map.

“1 didn’t know that Rhodelsland
wasby theocean,” said L opez.

Some students said they play
withmilitary toysthat remind them
of Townsend.

Thekidssaid they want to travel
more after hearing about Town-
send’sadventures.

Some want to visit the hotel he
stayed in while visiting Guam be-
causeheispictured nexttobig pool
dide.

“| spent amajority of my time
therepoolside, asthey hadaminia-
turewaterpark,” Townsend said to
the studentsinan e-mail.

Other students said they plan to
goontripsthissummer.

“1 want to go to Singapore be-
cause they have chop sticks,” said
one.

tainand making surehispaperwork
wasin good order.”

Inlate February, Townsend sent
an e-mail saying the ship had been
in Tumon Bay, Guam, visiting for

four days. He sent afew postcards
fromtheisland.

“My visit to Guam was very re-
laxing,” he told the class, adding
that he got to visit hisfavoriteres-
taurant, Lone Star. “ | went theremy
first night out and had a juicy T-
bone.”

Townsendtoldtheclasstherewas
awedding chapel overlooking the
Pacific Ocean.

“l saw several Japanese wed-
dings,” he wrote, “strangely very
similar to an American wedding.”

Next Townsend visited the
former British colony of Singapore,
acountry hesaid isvery beautiful.

“1 never ran into anything that |
wouldcall dirty theentiretimel was
in Singapore,” he wrote. “Defi-
nitely would not mind returning
thereoneday.”

Alongwithwriting, McCall said,
thestudentsarelearning moreabout
theworld map and other countries.
Shesaid showing the studentshow
Townsend went west from Hawaii,
on one side of the map, and endec
upontheother sidewasatricky les-
son.

“1 think they’ relearning how far
and how long it takesto go on &
ship,” shesaid.

Along with the e-mails, Town-
send has sent the students money
from Singaporeand Guam. Hesent
postcards, snapshotsof himself, his
ship and numerous e-mails.

Someof thepicturesincludeones
of Townsend with the “Flat Cow-
boy” sent to him by Vandiver.

The “Fat Cowboy” is a project
first gradersat West do wherethey
send atwelve-inch piece of paper
dressed up like acowboy to some-
onethey know fromanother stateor
country.

The students learned alittle bit
about the Navy fleet, too, McCall
said.

One of the things she said they
found interesting was that an air-
craft carrier can actually go faster
than adestroyer.

“It seemsamazing,” shesaid.

McCall said her studentsreally
enjoy writing to Townsend.

“They’ re pretty much in awe of
him,” shesaid.

Theproject hasbeensomuchfun
for the class, she plansto continue
next year if Townsend agrees, she
said.

“1 think it wasavery good expe-
rience,” shesaid.

Officer enjoys support
from second-grade class

Writing back and forth to stu-
dents at West Elementary has
helped Navy Ensign Craig Town-
send navigate the Pacific Ocean
through some difficult times.

“1 think that helps him so
much,” said Sonya Vandiver,
Townsend'’ ssister and asecretary
at Goodland High Schoal.

Townsend, a 1998 Goodland
graduate, went out on hisfirsttour
of duty in October, and Susan
McCall’ssecond-grade classhas
tracked hisprogress.

Communicating through e-
mails and letters, the students
look up to Townsend. Vandiver
said he enjoysthe support.

Shesaid hegraduated fromthe
U.S. Naval Academy inAnnapo-

branchtojoinandwhat todointhe
service, shesaid. Today, sheissure
heisheadedintheright direction.
Ontheship, theUSS O’ Kane,
adestroyer, Townsend is one of
theweaponsofficers.
He completed training to qual-ify
asasurfacewarfareofficerinJanuary.
“Thisiswhat my dad always
wanted,” Vandiver said. “| think
he made the right choice.”
Townsend's father was in the
Colorado Army National Guard
out of Colorado Springs.
Vandiver saidher brother enjoys
spendingtimewiththekidsat West
when heishome, and hasgottena
kick out of the* Flat Cowboy” —a
folded-up 12 inch paper man his
niece, first-grader SaigeVandiver,
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