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from other pens...

Pollsters miss mark
reading new Pope

They’ renot about to cut him any slack.

Pollsters, especially and sadly inthiscountry, aretesting
the waters of the Catholic populace and its feelings about
the new pope.

PopeBenedict XVI wasbarely into hisfirst hoursasthe
leader of the Catholicworldwhenthenumbersstartedroll-
ing in, numbersthat are, to any sane mind, faulty at best.

These polls supposedly took alook at U.S. Catholics.
They didn’t explainwho they defined as Catholic.

Wasit those who faithfully live daily the teachings and
respect the traditions of the church? Those who faithfully
participate in the mass on the weekends? Those who pro-
claimthetitlebut rarely demonstrate any personal attach-
ment?Thosewho moan and groan becausetheexpectations
of thereligion might bein conflict withtheir acceptance of
situationsthat would merit an out-of-boundswhistleif this
wereagame?

Such early polling serves no notabl e purpose other than
givingfodder tothosewhothriveonnegativity. Theresults
cannot be measured with any degree of credibility.

L et theman serve. Study his performance. Pay close at-
tention to what he saysand how he putshiswordsinto ac-
tion. Then, and only then, test thewatersof opinionof those
who occupy the pewsin the Catholic world’'schurches.

The polls being taken these few hours after Cardinal
Ratzinger’ sel ectionareshowing, primarily, how Catholics
graded the 26-year tenure of the beloved Pope John Paul
I1. Because of the closeness of John Paul 11 and Cardinal
Ratzinger thereisafeeling by somethat the new popewill
simply continuethedrum beat set by hispredecessor. Thus
theresultsof thisearly polling.

None of us knows what twists and turns the life of the
Catholic leader will take under the rule of Pope Benedict
XVI. Someexpertsseeno change. Thiswriter, however, is
of the opinion that Pope Benedict XV will provide some
surprisesashemakes hisway along the papal highway.

Each popeis hisown person. Granted, they may look at
the legacy of those who have gone before them, but each
has his own vision, his own mission. Only time will pro-
vide uswith what the new popewill expect of hisflock.

Look for PopeBenedict XV totravel theglobelikePope
JohnPaul 11. Look for himtoreach out toall mankind. Look
for himto beaforcein gathering all of God’schildrenun-
der the spiritual tent, out of the stormsof everyday life.

Hiswork will be difficult. And despite hisage— 78 —
hewill muster theenergiesand spiritual strength neededto
carry on.

Ashereachesout tothoseof youwho arenot of hisfaith,
reach back intheform of aprayer. He can usethat support.

“Habemus papam” — “we have apope.”

—Tom(TD) Dreiling, Free Press Publisher
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| don't know about you, but I’'macChristian.

That meansthat | believe Jesus, the Christ,
diedformy sins.

BeingaChristiancertainly doesn'tmeanl’m
perfect. | acknowledge my shortcomingsand
trust that God can use mein spite of them.

Thedown-side of claiming kinshipto Jesus
isthat you areput under amicroscopeby other
people. Everythingyoudoisscrutinizedtosee
if you livewhen you say you believe.

“A Christian isn't perfect, just forgiven,”
someone has philosophi zed.

Herearesomethingsto consider about your
ownwalk with God “ Hell isthe perfect recol -
lectionof every evil thingyou’ vedoneinyour
life, every thoughtlessword, every cruel, evil
thought or action. It'sknowing that you could
havehel pedyour bother anddidn’t. Hell isclar-
ity. It’s nothing more than clarity.” Richard
Paul EvansinA Perfect Day

“Weshall rest and weshall see; weshall see
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I believe Jesus died for y sins
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and we shall love; we shall love and we shall
praise. Beholdwhat will beintheendandwill
notend! For what isour endbuttoarriveinthat
Kingdomwhichhasnoend?’ Augustine, The
City of God

“Faithisprecisaly thecontradiction between
theinfinitepassionof theindividua’sinward-
nessand the objectiveuncertainty. If | amca-
pable of grasping God objectively, | do not
believe, but precisely becausel cannot dothis,
| must believe” Kierkegaard. [If wefully un-
derstand something, itisn’'tfaith. LGT]

“1f you arelucky and reverent, and hushfor
amoment the voices of doubt in your head,
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sometimesGodwill whisperinyour ear.” Kate
Santichin FloridaMagazine.

“Chrigtianity isa“comeé& go” affair. “ Come
untome...” “Gointo theworld.”

And here’'sone for all those who criticize
their past “There’ d be more power from the
pulpitif thereweremoreprai sefromthepews.

Christianity isareligionof life-giving hope.
Even when things go badly in our lives, we
clingtotheassurancethat Godisworking ev-
erything out, that God’s planis still in effect.
Christianity isnot an easy lifestyle, but it cer-
tainlyisworthwhile. Itallowsyoutohopeeven
whenyou' rein hopel esssituations.

“Theminister ‘took onelong, last ook at his
congregationandfelt anoverwhelming lovefor
them. So many lost sheep. Tearsfilled hiseyes.
“Beloved, hear thetruth. Takeitinto your hearts
and be at peace. In Christ, you have nothing tc
fear. Without Him, you have no hope.”””
FrancineRiversinthebook Andthe Shofar Blew.

Religious columns informative, educational

TotheEditor:

Although| disagreewiththeovertly errone- |

ousconclusion to bedrawn from the headline
“Sinisreally alearned behavior,” | want to

thank you for the space and time you giveto

the subjectsof Christianity and religion

The various views presented are informa-
tive, and educational . They hel pusunderstand
how othersread and interpret the Bible. Even
the contrasting readings and conclusions are
of value.

Thank youfor givingthesetopics, whichare
important to many peopl e, your consideration.

| sent aresponseto theeditor of aMarch 18
item written by Evangelist Kelly challenging
hisinterpretation of Roman’s5:12 asproof for
sinasalearned behavior.

IntheApril 8 issue, you published another
itemwritten by himwith aheadlinethat, your
right and choice, supported hisinterpretation
of sin asalearned behavior. However, inthis
item he didn’t refer to Romans 5:12 but ran-
domly pickedversesfromtheBibleto support
hisunderstanding.

Infairness, allow meto dothesameto chal-
lengehishypothesis:

Consider Psalm 51:5: King David states,
“Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and
in sin did my mother conceive me.” Is David
calling sex, agift of God, asin, or isherefer-
ring to aninherited nature?

Consider Mark 7:20-23. “And he said,
‘“What comes out of aman iswhat defiles, is
what defilesaman. For fromwithin, out of the
heart of man, comeevil thoughts, fornication,
theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness,
deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride,
foolishness. All of thesecomefromwithinand
defileaman.”’ | sChrist speakingabout learned
behavior? Heistaking about the will, mind,
and soul of man.

Consider Romans chapter 7:14-20: “We
know that the law isspiritual: but | am carnal
sold under sin. | do not understand my own
actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do
thevery thing | hate. Now if | dowhat | do not
want, | agreethat thelaw isgood. Sothenitis

from our
readers

® to the editor

no longer | that do it, but sin which dwells
withinme... Now if | dowhat | do not want, it
isnolonger | that doit, but sinwhichdwellsin
me.” Can you read that and makeit mean that
sinisalearned behavior?

To befair, | ask you to publish this and let

your readers decide for themselves what to
believe.

Earl Martell, retired pastor

Goodland

Editor’s Note: Headlines are intended tc
only describe the contents of an article or |et-
ter and guidethereader. They arenot intended
as expressions of opinion or endorsement by
thenewspaper. Theeditorsdonot professto be
learnedinBiblical subjects, or most others, for
that matter.
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ELLEN, HOW'S ABOUT I ZIP
OVER TO YOUR PLACE ANDP
SERENAPE YOU WITH My

ACCORPIONT?

www.garfield.com
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"RESTRAINING ORPER" 1S
SUCH AN UGLY WORD, ELLEN

THAT'S TWO




