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from our viewpoint...

Spending control
part of local taxes

Muchisbeing madeof thefact that property taxeshavegone
up sinceK ansaschangedtheschool financeformulain 1992.

It strue, but it may not be such abad thing.

On one hand, property taxes are most unpopular with the
voters. Ontheother hand, it brings control of spending back
toaschool district’ svoters, who canapprove(or deny) aprop-
erty tax increase.

Votershavelittle control over statewidetax increases, ex-
cept for thelegislatorsthey elect.

Kansans have elected conservative members who have
voted, over thelast decade, to reduce state taxesand to give
schoolsmore control over their own fate.

People don’t seem to mind. In fact, in elections last year,
they votedin moreconservatives, ousting someliberal mem-
berswho had pushed for atax increase.

It'shardtoread that electionasacry for higher statetaxes,
no matter what theneeds. Fromhere, itlookslikevoterswant
the stateto hold theline on spending.

Thereare some problemswith that idea. For onething, al-
lowing local control means school spending will be less
“equal” acrossthestate. That may createan openingfor those
whodecry differenceinspendingfromonedistrict toanother,
creating yet another excusefor alawsuit.

Theoriginal school “equalization” planwascraftedtoavoid
just that problem. It took all taxing decisions out of local
hands.

By opening up aroutefor “rich” districtsto spend moreon
their students, theL egid aturemay beaskingfor another round
of legal problems.

Thereisagood argument for letting voters decide on tax
increases. All Kansansthink schoolsareimportant. Most of
usthink they arethe No. 1 job of government. That doesn’t
mean they have ablank check.

Peoplein onetown may think schoolsarealittle moreim-
portant than the next. Voters may approvealevy increase or
bond issueinonedistrict, but not the next. That kind of com-
munity decisionmakingisthebedrock of our democracy, but
itwasmissingfromthestate-runschool systemfor alongtime.

Election after election has shown that, if school officials
makeacompelling case, they’ll get ayesvote. Andthat isas
it should be.

None of thiswill mean much if the state Supreme Court
takes over the schools, however. The court ordered the L eg-
islatureto make“ suitable” provision for education, without
defining suitable.

It could mean the $173 million the Legislature scraped up
thisyear, or the $1 billion consultants suggested a coupl e of
years ago. It's hard to imagine the court trying to order a$1
billion tax increase, but it could happen.

Asitis, the Legislature put what it could find into schools
and left therest to local board and local voters. You haveto
believethat they will do theright thing.

Islocal control of schoolsand school budgetsreally sucha
bad thing? It worked for acouple of centuries, and it might
just work again.

Why not try?—Steve Haynes
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| don’t know about you, but | occasionally
get angry.

It often surgesup and overwhelmsmewhen
| least expectit. I’ vetriedtoanalyzewhy. Why
isitsonear tothesurfacethat it can bethereon
less-than-a-moment’s notice?

Never finding an answer to that question, |
havedeterminedthatif | can’t preventit, atleast
| can control it.

Somepeopleseemtotrigger my anger more
than others. I" m sureapsychiatrist would say,
“Becausethey’ retoomuchlikeyouare.” | fight
against believing that, but find it’s probably
true.

Ittakesquiteabit to makemeangry — usu-
ally. My body’ sreactiontoextremeanger used
to be tears. That doesn’t happen much any-
more, but then | don't get that angry as often
now either. Now anger usually makesmesad.

I’'msadfor theperson/peoplel’ mupsetwith;
I’msadwith myself for | etting them upset me.
I’msadfor society’ sinjustice; I’ msad because
| have no control of or curefor it. I'm angry,
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then sad, at man’sinhumanity to man, at our
inability tolearnfrom history.

Anger isadangerousemoation.

| seldom am so mad that I’ m destructive. |
don’t throw things or pound my fists against
immovabl e objects.

Recently, I’ veredizedthat anger first makes
me want to fight back, even though | usually
can't. Thenanger makesmesadwiththehope-
lessness of it. And then | get depressed —
sometimesbecausel can't cry likel usedto.

| sometimes, but not often, takemy anger out
on God. | question, “Why?’

| guess|’'m alittle like the character in the
book, Sutter’ sCrossby W. DaleCramer: “1 got
mad. | didn’t seeno pointtoanything. | hadto
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yell at somebody, so | yelled at God. | guess
when you're sitting naked and alone, in the
dark, on the edge of acliff, it's pretty much
downtojustyouandGod....l screamedat Him
for all thewrong roads I’ d been down, roads
that ended at this cliff. | screamed till | saw
colors from the pain in my jaw, and then |
screamed somemore. | didn’t seehow any God
could expect me to know what roads to take
whennoneof themaremarked, andthereain’t
nothing you can really know for sure. Every
time you think you know something,
somebody’ Il tell you different.”

Wecan’'t know for sure about alot of roads.
Sometimesthe most well-intentioned actions
turn out to bewrong. | guessit’'sall alearning
technique.

Anger canbehealthy if it causesusto ques-
tion our reasoning and actions.

We can't be expected to do the right thing
every time, butwecanlearnfrom our mistakes.
Righteous anger can be away to see what’s
wrong and then take action to makeit right.

Evolution:; Two sides deserve attention

TotheEditor:

IntheTuesday, April 19, issueof TheGood- | from our
land Star-News, Rick Reeser points out that
both theintelligent designtheory andtheevo- [ & i readers
lutionist theory are based on scientific evi- =< "
dence. ® to the editor

He and others believe the two sides should
be given equal exposurein high schools. He
revealsthe difference of opinion on this mat-
ter that existsbetweenthemembersof thestate
Science Standards Committee, of which heis
amember.

We owe thanks to Reeser for making this

information public.

Hestatesboththeoriesarereligiousbecause
they deal withthequestionsregardingwhowe
are, where we came from, and where we are
going. However, Reeser statesthat Christian-
ity isdeistic. That isnot quitetrue.

Deismisthebelief thereisapower who has
created, but isno longer interested in what he
hascreated. Heislikeagiant watch maker who
has set the natural laws in order and gone off
to another corner of the universe. Thisisthe
religion of thefounding fathersof thisnation.

Christianity istheism. Thisisthebelief that
God hascreated theuniverseandisvitaly in-
terestedandinvolvedinHiscreation by reveal -
ing Himself in Jesus Christ. Thedistinctionis
very important to Christians.

Earl Martell, retired pastor

Goodland

We seem to take democracy for granted

Americans prizeour democracy, but some-
timesweseemtotakeit for granted.

Inour region, therearedozensof townships,
small towns, school districts, even cities the
sizeof Oberlinwherenoonebotherstofilefor
office.

Local officedoesn’t pay very well, if at all.
Someentities, suchassmaller townships, don't
do very much.

People complain about the lack of interest,
but nothing much changes.

M osttownsand school seventually get afull
compliment of board members. Most of these
boardsto an admirablejob.

But why don’t people careenoughtorun?

Why do so many incumbents stand for re-
€lection unopposed?

Doesanybody redly care?

Here's a proposition that would get people
out to runfor office.

Let'smake it state law that for any county,
city, school district, township or special board
whereno onefilesfor each seat inan election,
that district, city or county standsto bedis-
solved.

There would be a question on the ballot,
“Should this “name of entity” be dissolved
according tothelaw of the State of Kansas?’

steve
haynes

® along the sappa

Oh, | can hear the howlsalready.

But it would put votersto thetest.

Dothey care?

Do they want the school sto stay open? The
townshipto graderoads? Thecity tomaintain
itsservices?

Orwouldit be better just to let thingsgo?

My guessisfew questionswould ever make
ittotheballot, at least in citiesand school dis-
tricts. There might be some townships that
wouldjustgoaway. A few school districtshave
dissolved already, though not for lack of inter-
est.

Peoplelovedthem. Lack of kidsdidthemin.

The way things are, people get elected to
some boards with just afew write-in ballots.
That’s not the way democracy is supposed to
work.

Voters don't really have much of achoice.
Things usually work out, sometimes surpris-
ingly well. But we can do better.

It allowssmall groupsto get together under
theradar and plot thingsout. Votersdon’ t know
what to expect. A few people can “railroad” &
stealth campaign and get aslate el ected with e
minority of thevote.

Itmay belegdl, butit’snot good government.

If atown or school faced dissolution, my
guessis people would get their names on the
ballot. Voters would know what is coming.
Interest would increase, and €l ections would
mean moreto the average person.

If not, peoplecouldvoteyesor noonthedis-
trict or township.

Andif noonecared, thenwe' dberid of some
excessgovernmental baggage.

Andthat might not beall bad, either.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
aswill letters deemed to be of no public interest
or considered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit lettersfor length and good taste. We encour-
age letters, with address and phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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