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Goodland shares culture with California kids
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Simon Wang, an exchange student from China, bonded with a kitten as members of the Goodland
American Field Service showed exchange students from California around town. Wang presented a

slide show report on his home to California guests and Goodland members.

Photo by Elaine Felver

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Itwas, like, different, youknow?

Eleven Californiastudentsexpe-
rienced life in Goodland during a
four-day visit last week through
American Field Service, the same
group that handles foreign ex-
change students.

Thestudentsfrom CarlsbadHigh
School saidthey got achancetosee
aculturemuch different fromtheir
own.

The group attended classes at
Goodland High School and visited
Mueller Grain, Goodland Green-
line, the High Plain Museum, T-
Bone Feeders, the Antique Ware-
houseand severa farmsinthearea.
They even visited a buffalo ranch
north of town owned by theKlemm
family.

SimonWang, aforeignexchange
student who attends high school
here, gave a presentation from his
home in China. Wang offered ev-
eryone asample of Chinesetea.

The students had a talent show,
belting out Karaoke numbers for
each other.

On their last night in Goodland,
the students went to Doug and
Jeanne Irvin’s home, where they
watched videosand played games.

The teen-agers sampled buffalo
meat and sunflower seeds grown
right here.

Bianca Hazel, a high school
sophomore at Carlsbad, said the
biggest difference between in the
townsisthesize.

“Your whole town is the size of
my school,” she said, adding there
are about 300 studentsin the high
school here compared to 3,000 in

Carlsbad.

SarahCallins,
a sophomore,
saidshelikedthe
atmosphere in
Goodland.

“I liked how
friendly the
place is,” she

said.“InCadlifor-
nia, you barely
know your neighbors.”

“1 think it's good because you
know everybody,” agreed Crystal
Small, also asophomore.

Small said shehad never beenon
afarm and enjoyed learning about
rural areas.

“I’venever seenafarm,” shesaid.
“1 never saw people actually milk
thecows.”

She enjoyed watching Diane
Gattshall show them how to make
cinnamon rollsfrom scratch, too.

The exchange sent eight
Goodland studentsto Carl shad | ast
monthtoseewhat lifeislikein Cali-
fornia

Thestudentssaw San Diego, Sea
port Village, Carlsbad and even
went to Disneyland.

Wang was among the group.

“I really lovedthat city,” hesaid.
“It'savery cleancity.”

Andrea Grieve, a Goodland stu-
dent, said thelandscapein Califor-
niawas so different. She was sur-
prisedtofind out that they don’'t get
any snow in Carlsbhad, which is
along the coast amost halfway be-
tween L osAngelesand San Diego.

“1 think they learned more com-
inghere,” shesaid, addingthat even
she learned new things about
Goodland while showing the stu-

Hazel

Small Collins
dentsaround.
Kali Rietcheck, another

Goodland student, not only learned
about the culturein California, but
made agood friend in the process.
Rietcheck and Ellen Armstrong of
Carlshad met through the program
and hit it off.

“We've been e-mailing each
other sincewewent out there,” she
said.

Rietcheck liked seeing adifferent
part of theworld, too.

“1 had never been to the ocean
before,” shesaid.

Theteachersagreed, both groups
werewel | behaved andlearnedalot
fromthe program.

“Wethoroughly enjoyed our stay
in Goodland and several want to
return,” said Carlsbad teacher Kim
Wakefield. “ The vast majority |eft
with avery positive impression of
lifeinasmall town.”

ElaineFelver, co-sponsor for the
Field Servicegroup, said the expe-
rience was good for the kids. She
said by the end of the visit the stu-
dents were all interacting pretty
well.

“It was a successful exchange,”
shesaid.

|-70 travel center here not on closing list— yet

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Thetravel information center attheKan-
sas Speedway will closein June, but state
tourism officials said there are no plansto
closeathers, including onenear Goodland.

Concerns about the future of the center
on |-70 west of Goodland wereraised |ast
Tuesday at a Sherman County Economic
Development Council meeting.

Donna Price, executive director of the
Sherman County Convention and Visitors
Bureaw, said the state has announced that
the travel center in Kansas City would be

closed within two months.

Earlier, shesaid, the center wasto close
at theend of December.

Thetravel center west of townon|[-70is
the property of the Kansas Department of
Transportation, Pricesaid, but the Depart-
ment of Commerce’s Division of Travel
and Tourism paysthetwofull-timepeople
whorunit.

Sheencouraged peopletocall their state
senator or representatives to support the
program.

Information from the state Department
of Commerce'snewsl etter Travel Talk said

the Speedway center isbeing closed sothe
statecanfindamoreproductivelocationin
theKansas City area.

Thestatesaysitislookingfor asitewith
moretraffic.

“Thereareno plansto close other travel
information centersat thistime,” said the
e-mail sent out by L eann Stephens, tourism
communicationscoordinator “ TheDepart-
ment of Commercebelievesthesefacilities
play an important role in promoting our
state and itsattractions.

“The agency does continually assessits
programs, and reserves the right to make

changesif abetter way of doing business
isidentified.”

Thedepartment saiditisclosingtheKan-
sas City center becauseit was attracting a
much|ower number of visitorsthan others,
between 20,000 to 30,000 ayear, at acost
of $97,000 per year.

The state says it is looking for a better
location in the Kansas City area that will
attract morevisitors.

Development Council Chairman John
Garciasaid keeping thetravel center open
is important to the economy of Sherman
County. He said he would send some | et-

Chance for boys, girlsto learn
about hunting, survival skills

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Doyou know how toread acom-
pass?How areyour hunting skills?
If your partner was injured, could
you dofirst aid?

Two hunter safety instructors
have organized aYouth Skills Day
tohelpkidsages9to15learnbasic
skills for hunting and camping
while having somefun.

Troy Mannis and Bob Juleson
have been teaching hunter safety,
and Mannis has hel ped with youth
skillsdaysin Colby and wanted to
have one here.

“I like helping kids,” Mannis
said. “They had alot of fun over
there; | think they will here, too.

“I’mpretty excited. It'snot every
day you can takethe kids out there
and work with them.”

Theday is planned for 9 am.-5
p.m. Saturday, Junell, if they have
50 kids signed up. Forms can be
picked up at Orscheln Farm Store
and S& T Communications in
Goodland, Tri-State Lumber in St.
Francis and Hennick Lumber in

Sharon Springs.

The free event will be held at
Bellamy Farms, 1615 County Road
51. Lunch isincluded. Activities
includeshotgunskills, muzzleload-
ing, bow hunting (blood trailing),
trapping, basicfirst aid, gamecall-
ing and compassreading.

“1"m hoping to get alot of girls
involved,” Mannissaid.“ They'rea
lot of fun.”

Thegirls, he said, tend to be shy
at first, but once they get started,
they haveasmuchfunor morethan
the boys.

Hesaid he hopesto have 50 kids
attheevent, seven per station. They
have 14 instructorsand 14 |eaders,
he said, so that won't be too many
kids. Theleaderswill takegroupsof
kids to different stations, he said,
and help keep an eye onthem.

Parentscanstay andwatchif they
want, Mannis said, but they won't
berequiredto. Theday isprimarily
for kids to have a good time and
learn, hesaid..

TheBuffalo Guysare supplying
buffalohot dogs, Mannissaid, Kan-

Prime Rib with Au Jus

Fried Chicken
Lemon Pepper Fish
Breaded Shrimp

Strawberry Shortcake

5 _ Large Salad Bar

Peel and Eat Cocktail Shrimp

$9.95

Reservations on Request
10% Senior discount - 65 and over

Hank’'s Cafe

118 E. 17th
Goodland, Kan.

sasWildlifeand Parksissupplying
buffal o burgersand Goodland Coca
Colaissupplying soda.

“We've had a pretty good re-
sponse from businesses,” Mannis
said, “giving us money and mer-
chandise.”

Other sponsorsinclude Bellamy
Farms, Frito-Lay, Pheasants For-
ever, Bob'sWildlifeTaxidermy, the
Kansas State Trooper Association,
the Sherman County attorney, Great
American Outdoor Trails, Just
PondsandMore, Dr. KennethAus-
tin, Dan Brenner Ford, Orscheln’s,
S& T Communications, Frontier
Equity Exchange, Rasure Lumber,
Lonny’'s Quality Auto Body,
Aquila, the Cheyenne County
Wildlife Association, Sherman

ters.

Price said last year, 144,000 carsregis-
tered at thel-70 center.

She said one option would be for the
Department of Transportation totake over
the operations.

Another idea, she said, is having those
who placeinformationinthetravel centers
pay afee. Shesaid that isnot popular.

Price said she has talked to Rep. Jim
Morrison of Colby about the issue and he
expects the money to be addressed before
the Legislature closesthisyear’s session.

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Superintendent Marvin Selby had good newsfor
Goodland Schooal District employees— thecost of
their health insurance will go down next year.

At aboard meeting Monday, April 11, Selby said
Blue Cross-Blue Shield had told him the cost for
insurance will drop between 1 and 3 percent after
yearsof steady increases.

“| feel real good about having adecrease,” hesaid.

Thedistrict’sdental plan, an option for employ-
ees, will godown, too, he said.

Pat Juhl, board clerk, said full-time district em-
ployeesare offered twoinsurance plans.

Thefirst planisfully paid by thedistrict, buthasa
$500/$1,000 deductibleand requirescoinsuranceof
50 percent. That plan cost thedistrict $318 per month

Costof schools’ health insurance down

for anindividual last year.

The second plan isan upgraded option that em-
ployeespay into. It hasa$200/$400 deductibleand
a 20 percent coinsurance. The plan cost $418, of
which the district paid $318. The employee then
paid the $100 difference.

Juhl said the school only paysfor individuals, so
if an employee adds a spouse or children, the dif-
ference comesout of hispocket, too.

Thenew planwithal percent decreasehastaken
theindividual plan downto $309 and theplanwith
better benefitsdownto$414. Thesavingsis$8each
for thefirst plan and $3.51 for the second plan.

Thedistrict will saveabout $1,227 total onindi-
vidual plans, shesaid. Sincetheamountsfor thedif-
ferent plansdid not go down proportionately, those
gettingthesecond planwill actually seeanincrease.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will |
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall

County, Unruh Family Chiroprac-

- our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
tic and Cowboy L oop.

porterrors.

Shelter Insurance,
Proudly Congratulates

Jim Alcorn

for outstanding personal
service and overall excellence
in agency operation. Only a
select few agents qualify for
Shelter’s highest annual
honor:

The 2005

Conference of Champions

1624 South Main Avenue
Goodland, Kan. 67735
785-899-2553

www.shelterinsurance.com

SHELTER
INSURANCE
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Seek Shelter Today!

A perfect shop for storing all your big toys and to tinker, build or just
hang out. Includes a 11’ overhead door, bathroom, heat, floor drain,
insulated metal building 36x72 and extralot included. Thisis a dream
shop! Must sell after or with 401 Walnut.
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If you want unique, thisisthe home for you. 3 bedroom, 3 bath, gorgeous
master bedroom with jetted tub and walk-in shower, wonderful oak
kitchen, unfinished basement, double car garage, new metal roof,
sprinkler system, gated entrance, mature trees, nice landscaping, privacy
fence. You must see this home! Call for your private showing today!

Other listings:

1516-1518 Center 714-18 Eustis 729 W. 31st St

321 Broadway 422 \Walnut 904 W. 19th St. (commercial)
209 E. 15th 217 Sycamore Rd. 315 Clark

402 Grand 1608 Main (commercia) 301 Locust - Kanorado
1224 Main (mixed use) 221 Cottonwood 418 Main

1625 Wyoming 2157 Caldwell 504 Front - Kanorado
415W. 2nd 401 Walnut 1680 Fay - Burlington

1007 Cadwell (Sold)
We have rentals available! Find our listings on www.goodlandksmls.com
for further details
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112 West 13th, Goodland, Kan. 67735 785-899-2683
Charlene Cole, Broker Diana Spinney, Salesperson




