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from our viewpoint...

Young man’s death
brings war closer

No matter what you think of the American involvement in
Irag, the war became more personal with the death last Sun-
day of Army Specialist Derrick Lutters.

The newswasashock to thewholetown. Peoplelet hisfa-
ther, city PublicWorksDirector Chuck L utters, know how they
felt with visitsand condol ence throughout the week.

War is adeadly undertaking, but we are caught off guard
when someone we know becomes acasualty.

Suddenly, thereisthefaceof theyoung manwewatchedin
high school, and as he headed off to summer camp with the
KansasNational Guard.

He aways had a smile and awonderful sense of fun ashe
talked about life.

Over thepast week, peopl ehave beenremembering the spe-
cial thingshedid, and how heaffectedthelivesof thosearound
him.

Therewerepeopl eliningMain Street on Saturday whenthe
convoy accompanying him homedroveup to KoonsFuneral
Home.

Nodoubt, Max JonesFieldhousewill befilled on Thursday
morning with mournerscometo pay final respectstoayoung
man who touched livesin wayshe never knew.

For those who lived through other wars, these scenes are
nothing new. Some have seen more of this than they ever
wanted.

Familiesof Sherman County who have sonsand daughters
inthe military today can understand what the Luttersfamily
is dealing with. Those who lost sonsin previous wars know
thefeeling.

The people who knew this young man will have lasting
memories of what he did in his short life. While his friends
continue down life's path and have families, he will never
know thejoy or painsof growing old.

Others from this community have beenin Irag, and afew
have been wounded in action. However, L utters becamethe
first death from the county and the surrounding areain this
war.

Whatever happensinthefuturein Irag, the people of Sher-
man County will alwaysremember that welost ayoung man
to asuicide bomber.

Theviolenceof war isnot over, and whilewe say good-bye
to one young man let us pray for the safe return of the other
sonsand daughtersfacingdanger acrosstheglobe.— TomBetz

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel comes | etters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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Cheating is still wrong

When did cheating become OK?

Whenwewerekids, our teacherscircled our
desksand warned against cheating.

“It’'ll go on your permanent record,” they
said, and that was enough to keep us out of
trouble.

When we played cards, checkers or Mo-
nopoly, if someone cheated, we knew it was
wrong. Wefelt betrayed.

Sotoday, why ischeating by adultsignored?

When scores of professional athletes take
drugs, why doesn’tanyonecall itwhatitreally
is?

Cheating.

If someonehasthechancetogetalegupwith
“performance-enhancing” drugs, or steroids,
it seemsmoreand moreoften, thedon'tturnit
down.

Some professional athletes “flop,” or pre-
tendthey’ rehurt,ingamestoget afoul called.

Who couldthink that’sthehonorableway to
play?1 say it'scheating.

kathryn
burke

®commentary

Suregames, arenotthemostimportantthing
in our society, but this attitude leadsto acul-
tureof cheating.

If JoseCanseco, my hero, isacheater, maybe
| can beonewhen | grow up, too.

Isthat the kind of ethic we want passed on
to our children, future judges, police officers
and doctors?

Do you want to be operated on by the doc-
tor who cheated on all of histests?

Recently, we' veseentop busi nessexecutives
andfamoushomemakersarrestedfor cheating.

Martha Stewart got atip that gave her the
opportunity to cheat, and shetook it.

Her “tip” cost others money, but was noth-

ing compared to the cheating by executivesat
Enron and other big corporations.

Donald Trump cheats on his debt by filing
bankruptcy, sticking hiscreditorswiththehill.
Doesit make senseto anyonewhen one of the
richest meninthecountry filesbankruptcy?

Although| believewelfare doesmore good
thanbad, | otsof peoplechest thesystemtosteal
benefitsfrom the hard-working majority.

Now wedon’'t even bat aneyewhenwehear
of marriages ending in divorce because of
cheating.

Whendidit becomeOK to betray your hus-
band or wife?

Cheatingisstill wrong!

Lastmonth, millionsof Americansfiledtheir
taxes. How many of them cheated?1nan hon-
est society, there would be no need for the In-
ternal Revenue Serviceagentsandtax auditors.

S0 next time you see aloophole, don't barge
through. Stop and remember what your teachers
would have said about taking the easy way out.

My cats killed the Easter bunny

Oneof my catskilled the Easter bunny.

How do | know this?

| founditsheadlesslittlebody inthemiddie
of my sitting room Saturday morning.

Thiswas not the first body that I’ ve attrib-
uted to thefeline contingent in our house. All
the others, however, have been birds. Most of
them have been dead, but at |east two were
alive, and|l wasabletocaptureandrel easethem
outside.

While the dead birds presented quite a
feather-removal problem, the rabbit was
worse.

Therewasbloodall over my new tan carpet.

| was, shall we say, lessthan thrilled.

Since | was on my way to work, | removed
the body, using sometissues, to thewastebas-
ket and removed the plastic liner to the back
porch.

Sincethen, I’ vebeencheckingevery red spot
of lintin the houseto seeif it'sablood stain.
Sofar, it'sonly the carpet in the sitting room.
I’m not sure how the cat — whichever oneit
was— got ahalf-grown rabbit without ahead
up the newly carpeted stairs without getting
any blood on them, but apparently it did.

Steve and | have washed out the evidence
using cold water and carpet cleaner, but every
time he passes through the sitting room, he
chucklesand sayssomethingabout, “ 1 toldyou
s0.”

He did warn me. In fact, everyone warned
me.

“Youputinacatdoor,” they said, “andyou’ll
havemorethan catscomingin.”

| thought they meant skunks, raccoons or
maybe atoy poodle.

| took care of those problemsby putting the
door up near theraftersin the basement. A cat
can easily get up and down, but a skunk or
poodlewouldhavetrouble. I’ m not sureabout
raccoons. | just didn’t think we had too many

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

Actualy, dead things aren’t too much of a
problem for me. | can deal with dead.

I’m not too fond of living things, however.

Birds| can handle, but | dread the day they
bringinarat, mouseor abat.

Thecatshave caught and killed several bats
over the past few years, and the last one they
left ontheback porch hissed at Stevewhenhe

walked past.

| don’t do bats.

Neither am | crazy about livemiceor rats.

| hadacat that brought aliveratintothehouse
once, about 30 years ago. | screamed. The cat
looked up and dropped therat, whichimmedi-
ately ran under abookcase.

Needlesstosay, itwasalongnight. Intheend,
the cat and rat were both put out.

I’m not looking for arepeat of that process,
but sincel’ mtheonewho hasto changethecat
box — and with the cat door, there’salot less
tochange— | still likethat cat door.

| just wishthey’ d keepthem off thenew car-
pet, please.
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Of course, assoon asthefirst dead bird ap-  protsasmmos.ca

peared on the kitchen floor, there was laugh- “"['HIS IS THE E-Z PASS LANE!”
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