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Did the ants show up?

Steve Duell (above), afarmer, helped Principal Sharon Gregory flip burgers
for the Central Elementary cookout Friday. Berkley White (right) watched
Shayanne Austin get her hamburger in order before eating.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

State Treasurer hasway to helpwith college costs

By Tom Betz

plan, she said, a college savings plan al-

The Goodland Star-News |owed under thefederal tax code.

Thecost of college, likethepriceof gaso-

line, keeps snaking upward, and
outside of scholarships, it's nearly
impossiblefor many familiesto af-
fordthe cost.

The financial burden of student
loansputsmany $20,000 or morein
debt beforethey havetheirfirstjob,
but only if they goto acollegenear
their homeandfindajobtohel ppay
thedaily living expenses.

State Treasurer Lynn Jenkinstold
Goodland Rotary Club members

last Friday that a program is available to

help with college costs.

Familiescanusethel earning Quest 529

Jenkins

“Anyone can create a Learning Quest

account,” Jenkinssaid, “andthe
best part isyoumaintain control
over theaccount. Anaccount can
be established with as little as
$25 amonth.”

Learning Quest is one of the
duties of the state treasurer
Jenkins told the Rotary mem-
bersabout.

She said it was awonderful
way tosavefor thefutureandget
atax break at the sametime.

Shemet each personwho arrived witha

warm handshakeand anenthusiastic smile.

Jenkinssaid asthe cash management of -

ficer for the state, she receives and trans-
fersabout $16.5 billion.

“1 handle the money,” she said, “but |
don’t decide who receivesit or how much
isspent. ThatistheL egislature’sjob. | just
handle the money coming in, and send it
wherethey decide.”

The office getsabout $16 million ayear
in unclaimed property that the treasurer
takes care of while attempting to find the
owners, shesaid.

She said the office returned about $8
millionlast year.

Goodland Rotary showed up onthelist,
Jenkinstold club President Linda Koons.
Thereisan outstanding check for $30from
Safeway that belongstotheclubfrom back
in1982, shesaid.

“Anyone can go to our website
kansasstatetreasurer.comfor details, andto
check toseeif their nameisonthelist,” she
said. “If you don’t want to do it yourself,
call meand | will search for you.”

The unclaimed property totals about
$154 million, she said, with over 700,000
properties.

Other divisions of thetreasurer’s office
handle municipal bond services, she said,
withabout $10billiongoinginandout. The
administrationdivisionhandleslow-inter-
est agloans, and sheisamember of the Pool
Money Investment Board which oversees
the investment of the money for the Kan-
sasPublic EmployeesRetirement System.

Other programs she talked about were
Baby Mint and the Money Wise to teach

kidsabout handlingmoney andinvestment.

Shesaidthereisakidssection of her web
site which has educational and fun things
for kids and waysto have teachers use the
information in their classrooms to teach
about finance.

Jenkinssaidthe M oney Smart Financial
Management Camp, co-sponsored by her
office and the Kansas credit unionsin Oc-
tober wasasuccess, and another isplannec
for September.

“The only complaint we had,” she said,
“wasthat it wasn’t long enough.”

Shesaidtwo credit unionsare part of the
pilot program, “ Save@School,” whichen-
courages financial literacy in the class-
room.

Drugdiscountcardcould

Developmental Services gives
county commissioners update

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Developmental Services of
Northwest Kansashasbeenhelping
the people of Sherman County for
32 years, and county commission-
ers heard an update last Tuesday
about the effortsand the costs.

Developmental Servicesisre-
sponsiblefor delivering servicesto
those with mild to severe disabili-
ties within the 18-county regional
area. The services are delivered
through community based and out-
reach programs and other service
providers.

Each of the 18 countiesprovides
some of the funding for the pro-
gram, and there are nine individu-
als being served in Sherman
County. Therearefour onthewait-
ing list from Sherman County.

L ast year the organization asked
the county to increase the money
from the $40,000 Sherman County
hasbeen giving, and the county re-
sponded by increasing thefunding
by $5,0000 to $45,000. There was
no specific request for an increase
thisyear, but the county was asked
not to cut any of the money.

JimBlume, head of the 18-county
organization al that time, said he
was making hislast trip around the
district and would beretiring.

“Clarence Scheopner and | have
been coming here for 32 years,”
Blumesaid asheopened hisannual
update to the commissioners.

Blume introduced Jerry
Michaud, director of quality im-
provement, who will become the
new director of the organization.
Blumesaid Michaud hasbeenwith
theagency for 15years, andisglad
hewill beturningtheoperationover

tosomeonewhoisfamiliar and ex-
perienced with al 18 counties.

“We hate to see Jim leave,”
Michaud said. “Hejoined uswhen
we were in the worst financial
shape, and got it turned around. He
is going to a church in inner-city
Denver towork with thedisadvan-
taged and homeless.”

“When | first came to Sherman
County | was asking for $1,000 to
get the program started,” Blume
said. “ Thelegidatorstoldmetosee
if | could find enough people to
show aneed. | identified 532 people
32yearsago.

“Today, weserve 500 peopleand
haveawaiting list of over 100.

“We seemorekidswith disabili-
tiestoday. We thought this number
would drop with science and abor-
tions, but we are seeing different
disabilities.”

Scheopner is the Sherman
County representativeontheboard,
andamember of theexecutivecom-
mittee. Richard Scheopner of
Goodland isan at-large member.

Meripat Bowman, director of
GoldenWest Community Services,
wasat themeeting becausethe De-
velopmental Services has been
helping pay for some training for
the Golden West staff.

Blumesaidarecent changeby the
Legislature has charged the 18-
county organi zation asagatekeeper
for peopleinthesystemanditisre-
sponsiblefor monitoring the qual -
ity of careat facilitiesinthe area.

Scheopner said he started with
thenorthwest Kansasgroupover 30
years ago with his daughter Judy,
whoisnow 45.

“I was looking at homes back
then,” hesaid, “and did not likethe

Effective May 11, 2005
the Yield signs presently in place at the intersec-
tion of County Roads 19 and 68 will be removed
and replaced with Stop signs by the authority of

Sherman County.
Please Drive Safely!
From the Dept. of Public Works
Sherman County

statehospitals. | mademany tripsto
TopekawithJimtoget thisprogram
funded. He always had his home-
work done, and we got the state’s
attention.

“Itisbetter to keep peoplecloser
tohomeandislessexpensivethan
the state hospitals.”

Bowman said the Developmen-
tal Servicesorganizationhad shared
$6,000 of the Sherman County
money with GoldenWest for state-
required training.

She said Golden West, asacom-
munity service provider, has 50
residents in group homes and at a
farm near Goodland.

Bowmansaidthelastfeeincrease
the organization had fromthe state
wasin 1998, and that it has been
stagnate for hispeople.

“It is hard to give raises when
there is nothing more coming in,”
shesaid.

Blumesaidthestatedoesn’t want
tolook at the problem and the cost
of keeping the state hospitals at
Larned and Topeka.

Hefeelsthereneedstobeat least
onestatehospital, but feel sthecom-
munity service agencies and re-
gional organizations can provide
better serviceat lower cost.

“ThelL egislaturedoesn’twantto
address this,” Blume said. “The
governor is from Topeka, and the
Topeka legislative delegation has
an unspoken agreement that if the
legislature doesn’t bring it up, the
governor won't bring it up. That
way they can keep the jobsin To-
peka’

“We thought with the closure of
the state hospitals, money would
flowintoother partsof thesystem,”
Bowman said. “However, money

has not flowed into the other pro-
gram and we did not see an in-
crease.”

Turning to the annual report,
Blumesaidtheagency still doesnot
get enough local money.

“We continue to struggle with
not having enoughloca money,” he
said, thanking the commissioners
foranincreaseto $45,000thisyear.

Thefinancial report showed the
total cost of service to Sherman
County people last year was
$267,647.

Lastyear, Sherman County spent
$40,000 out of the health service
fund, which comes from a special
one-half of 1 percent salestax. Of
the total spent for services, the
county’s contribution was short by
$29,381, Blume'sfigures showed.
Hedid not specifically ask for more
money from Sherman County, but
askedthat thecounty at | east not cut
back onwhat they are spending.

Bowman said she is worried
about the elderly and medically
fragile people who may beleft out
of the system as state and federal
spendingiscut.

“The rate is insufficient,”
Michaudsaid, “and thestateknows
it. Wewill dowhat wecanwithwhat
wehave.”

Blume said the bigger problem
may be that Congress plans to cut
Medicaid, thefederal programthat
hel ps states pay medical and treat-
ment bills, by $70 billion over the
next three yearsto pay for the war
inlrag.

“Thatisthemoney weusetopro-
videtheservices,” hesaid.

The commissioners said they
would review the budget request,
andtry tohelpif possible.
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save county money

County officialsheard about a
drug discount card program at
statetraining sessionslast Thurs-
day, and Tuesday Sherman
County commissioners ap-
proved paying dues to join the
national county organization to
getintoit.

Sherman County Clerk Janet
Rumpel and Mary Messamore,
dispatch and emergency man-
agement director, talked to the
commissionersFriday about the
things they heard at the pro-
grams. Rumpel and Sheriff
KevinButts,whoarrivedlaterin
themeeting, attended asessionin
Norton. Messamorewent to one
in Junction City.

Rumpel said the National As-
sociation of Counties drug card
programwasmentioned asaway
toreducethecost of drugsfor jail
inmates. She said Sedgwick
County had joined the program
andwasseeingasavingsof upto
$30,000 amonth.

Thecommissionersasked how
much the Sherman County
Sheriff’ sDepartment waspaying
forinmates' drugs?

Rumpel said shedid not know,
but would have Mary Ann
Snethen, who handlesthecounty
bills, research that question.

Rumpel and Messamore said
they were intrigued by the drug
card program, which they said
could be used by anyone in the
county to obtain discounts on
prescription drugs, The cards
could be handed out to all the

county employees and citizens
of the county the women said.
Rumpel said the cost for
Sherman County would be$370
to become a member of the na-
tional group.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
read the details of the drug pro-
gram and asked if the Medical
ArtsPharmacy or Wal-Mart here
participatedintheCaremark dis-
count card program. Rumpel and
Messamore said they had not
checked that out.

Monday, Snethen said shehad
called Wal-Mart and Medical
Artspharmaciesand asked about
theCaremark program. Shesaid
the pharmacist at Wal-Mart said
they participated, and Caesar
Miller at Medical Arts said it
would work on some prescrip-
tions, but not on all.

Rasure said he saw amention
of an administrative fee that
wouldaddtothecost of eachpre-
scription purchased.

Messamore said the card
would mean adiscount of about
20 percent off the price of the
prescription, and that Diamond
Pharmaceuticals program men-
tioned adding afeeof $3t0$6.99
per prescription.

Thecommissionersagreedto
pay the $370 duesto the county
group, and asmall feefor print-
ing cardsto behanded out. When
Rumpel returnsfrom ameeting
today, paperwork will be filled
out and submitted for the mem-
bership.
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