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Moth balls used

IN excess can

pose

DEARABBY: | had to write after
reading the letter about “ Granny
Clair” who reeks of mothballs. My
mother’s home was also filled with
mothballs. All her clothing smelled
like mothballs, too. About 15 years
ago, sheexperienced bad vertigoand
nausea. Onedoctor told her it washer
inner ear. Another told her it was her

eyes.

Threeyears ago, we visited her in

risks

there, her verti

Please let people who use moth-
bal | sknow they should becareful how
they usethem. We' relucky neither of

abigail

i van buren

®dear abby

up. One morning | awoke with so
much dizziness and nausea | could
hardly lift my head. When | returned
to California, | mentioned it to my
doctor, who told me | had been poi-
soned by the mothballs. Later, my
mother had to moveto aconval escent
home. After six months of living

go disappeared.

usdied from it.

— DARLENEIN

MISSION VIEJO, CALIF.

DEARDARL
thewarning.!’m

ENE: Thank youfor
suremorethanafew

peoplewill be surprised to learn that

mothballs can be toxic to humans. (|

was.) Read on:
DEARABBY

whose house is

smell of mothbal
nent of mothball

ismeanttokill in:

:I’'mvery concerned

about that 75-year-old grandmother

permeated with the
Is. Themaincompo-
sisnaphthalene, an

aromatic hydrocarbon, which can
cause all sorts of neurological prob-
lems, as well as hemolytic anemia,
kidney and liver damage and cata-
racts. Remember, thisisapoisonthat

sects, and humansor

other mammalsarenotimmunetoits

Other aromatic hydrocarbons in-
cludebenzene, gasoline, phenol, sty-
rene, toluene and xylene, which are
knownto causeneurol ogical damage.

| would not take Granny Claireto
an ear, nose and throat specidist. I'd
take her immediately to her internist
and explain the situation so that the
proper blood tests can be adminis-
— WORRIED ABOUT

tered.

GRANNY’SHEALTH IN IRVINE,

CALIF

DEAR WORRIED: Good grief! |
will contactthewoman'’srelativeim-
mediately and make sure that it's

done.

DEARABBY:|'mdeeply worried
about the elderly woman who smells
of mothballs. There arewarningson

cides.

pests.

the danger of too much exposure to
the vapors, which sheisreceiving if
her clothesaren’taired out thoroughly
beforethey areworn. Shemay beun-
aware of the danger, and feel that “if
alittleisgood, alot isbetter,” which
is common in older people who are
unaware of the downside of pesti-

Maybe one of her trusted relatives
can work with her to limit the moth-
ball useto oneclosed trunk, and help
her air out her house and clothing. If
there is a moth problem, there are
other lesstoxic waysto get rid of the

Thanksfor helpingto educatealot
of peopletoday. Pesticides, including
such common “harmless” ones as

GAN
DEARJERI:|

lid.

spect. — JERI, AN R.N. IN MICHI-

learnfrommy read-

ersevery day. I'm pleased to help.
DEAR ABBY: | bought a rubber
garbage container with atight-fitting

I roll my clothessothey’ |l takeless

spaceandfill it halfway up. Ontop of

critterslater.

them | placeasheet of fabric softener
or perfumed soap bars.

Then | put the remaining clothes
into the container, top them with an-
other sheet of fabric softener and put
onthelid. I never find any insects or

| am a contemporary of “Granny
Claire's’ and hopeshe'll take my ad-
vice.—EVONNEIN DENVER

winter whilethe housewasall closed effects. the container about their toxicityand mothballs, must be treated with re-
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34143 NICK [SpongeBob|School Full House |Fatherhood |Fresh Pr. [Coshy Roseanne |Roseanne |Fresh Pr. |Fresh Pr. 34]43] NICK [SpongeBob|Untabulous|Full House [Full House [Fresh Pr. [Cosby Roseanne |Roseanne |Fresh Pr. |Fresh Pr.
29| PBS Nova “Secrets of the Colonial House “Regime |Frontline Mental health |BBC World |That's My |Charlie Rose (N) N (@ 219| pBs Roadshow |Cookin American Masters (N) |Great Performances  |BBC World |As Time  |Charlie Rose (N) N (@

Crocodile Caves” N\ Change” (\ [ (DV! behind bars. (N) N & |News Boy FYI Under Fire | N [@ “Making the Misfits” N |News Goes By
3883 SCIFl |(5:00) “The Frighteners”|* x x “Casper” (1995) Christina Ricci. (&) * % “Vampire in Brooklyn” (1995, Horror) [t 38183 SCIFl |Ripley-Believe Ripley-Believe Ripley-Believe * “Maximum Overdrive” (1986) Emilio Estevez.
6141 SPK |Maximum Exposure N |Wildest Police Videos |CSI: Crime Scn CSI: Crime Scn “Another 48 HRS.” N 6141 SPK |Maximum Exposure N\ |Wildest Police Videos |CSI: Crime Scn CSl: Crime Scn * %% “Rollerball” N\
95| TLC While You Were Out @ |Clean Sweep Afamily |In a Fix Aspiring actors’ |Sports Disasters Ator- |Overhaulin’ [& 95 TLIC While You Were Out  |Clean Sweep Providing |In a Fix [& While You Were Out (N) |Amazing American

room is a mess. [ first home. @] nado strikes boat racers. Shannon Elizabeth. [@ |tools for organization. Families
28/37] TNT |NBA Basketball Playoffs -- Teams TBA. (Live) & [NBA Basketball Playoffs -- Teams TBA. (Live) & 28[37] TNT |NBA Basketball Playoffs -- Teams TBA. (Live) & [NBA Basketball Playoffs -- Teams TBA. (Live) [
51/86| TRAV |Taste [Taste Made Made Great Cruises [it] Taste [Taste Made Made 51/86] TRAV |Vegas: Beating World Poker Tour Vegas: Beating World Poker Tour
21/82| TVLND |Highway to Heaven [ |Griffith Leave Sanford _ [All-Family [Top 10 Cheers N\ |Cheers N 21182] TVLND [Highway to Heaven @ |Griffith  [Leave Top 10 (N) 3's Co. 3's Co. Cheers N [Cheers N
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35/31] FMC |x % “Edward Scissorhands” (1990, Fantasy) | % %% “Gordon’s War” (1973) | %% * “Paris, Texas” (1984, Drama) 35/31] FMC |* %% “The Turning Point” (1977, Drama) (:05) * % * “Max Dugan Returns” (1983) * % “French Kiss”
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