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By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News
From games to history, studentsin the
Goodland School District learned | ast week
what CincodeMayoisall about.
Wednesday at Max
Jones Field House,
highschool Spanishl|
students taught sixth
gradersabout theholi-
day.
Thursday, studentsat i
Central Elementary got a L

lesson lead by Maggie Her- /

nandez, migrant coordinator for the
district.

Eight stations were set up in the
gym for sixth graders, starting with
amusical lesson in the upstairs
foyer.

Thestudentslearned” TheWheelsonthe
Bus’ and “Mary Had a Little Lamb” <in
Spanish?>, asonginEnglishabout theFifth
of May and some nursery rhymes.

Onthegymfloor, studentslearntomake
apifiataand paper flowers at acraft table.
Many folded the flowersinto their hair or
hung them off of belt loops.

Another craft booth taught studentshow
to make Ojosde Dios, or God’'seyes. The
project involved two sticks with yarn
weaved around them

Onegrouplearnedtoplay Boleros, atra-
ditional Mexican game. The toy has two
wooden parts, abrightly-colored roundbal |
with a hole in the bottom with a string at-
taching it to awooden stick. The objectis
toholdthestick andtry to get theball tofit
ontop of it.

Thesixth graderslearnedtoplay agame
with candy and spinning tops, too.

The games continued at another booth,
where students played Mexican bingo and
a Spanish version of the Chutes and Lad-
dersboard game.

Students learned about the history of

b Stu(lents
-’ Cele})rate
Cinco

de Mayo

Sadie Avila, fourth grader at Central Elementary, posed with
a piece of a broken pinata on her head.

Students study Mexico for day of fun

CincodeMayo and the Mexican flag.
Sixth-graders got a glance at Mexican
culture through a dance station. The class
learnedtraditional dancesand amoremod-
ern style. Students were encouraged to

dancealong.

A nibbleof traditional Mexi-
canfood, including burritos,
chips and salsa, accompa-
nied afolk tale lesson by
Cris Lovington, a Hispanic
teacher’saldewhoworksat West

Elementary.

The students spent 20 minutes at
each station and then moved on to
sampleanother part of Mexicanculture.

Mary Porterfield, Spanishteacher at
Goodland High School and Grant
Junior High, saidthe Spanish 11 stu-
dents not only learned about

Mexico, but they learn to gather supplies,

managetime and control aclass.

“They learn about what it's liketo be a
teacher,” shesaid.
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Beforethey start working on booths, the
high school students prepare a report on
CincodeMayo, shesaid.

Porterfield said the classes started cel-
ebrating the day in 1999 as a community
serviceproject. TheSpanishll classputsthe
day together, spending about a week pre-
paring for the events.

“Every year weget moresophisticated,”
shesaid.

Hernandez put together the celebration
at Central, where studentslearned history,
created craftsand sampled food.

Studentsmadecascarons, acraft madeby
emptying the yolk out of an egg shell and
then filling it with confetti. The eggs are
meant to be broken over afriend’ shead to
show you likethem.

Thekidssampledtortillas, hand-madeby
Hernandez and filled with beans, chili and
cheeseto make burritos.

“Theydll lovedit,” said Central secretary
Marshall<??7?> Kennedy.

Hernandez taught students the signifi-
cance of Cinco de Mayo and shared parts
of her heritage with the students.

“Theyredllylikedeverything,” shesaid.
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V" '-,'l can dances last week to celebrate Cinco de Mayo at the Max Jones fieldhouse.
1 Sixth-grade student Devon Garrett tried his hand with the Mexican game, Bole-
4 ros. Sandy Burr, Central Elementary physical education teacher, tied a blind-
! pr s "k- , fold around Jed Gray’s head before he tried to hit a pinata in the school’'s gym
e . - Thursday. Cris Lovington told Mexican folk tales to sixth grade students while
they enjoyed some traditional snacks.
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