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from our viewpoint...

By any other name
‘war’ remains ‘war’

Quick, when wasthelast time our country wasat war?

Inthelast half century, we' vesent men (andincreasingly,
women) tofight and diein Korea, Vietham, Laos, Cambo-
dia, Kuwait, Somalia, Bosnia, Afghanistan, Iragand afew
other places.

But not since 1942 has Congress declared war on any-
one.

Maybeit’sthemodern trend of calling aspade anything
but aspade.

George Orwell protested about thetime the Department
of War became the Department of Defense.

SoinKorea, for years, we claimed to have had a*“ con-
flict,” notawar. Nomatter that 34,000 American boysdied
there.

Or they fought, supposedly, for the U.N and not for the
U.S.A. OrtheNorth Koreans had attacked first.

InVietnam, our troops slipped in quietly as*“ advisors,”
and the contingent grew.

Weusedtocall that oneaconflict, too. The47,000 names
on TheWall beliethat.

Sometimes, our troops have gonein as* peacekeepers,”
under international auspicesasin Bosnia, or ontheir own.
It'shard to say, was Somaliaawar, or just alittle* action”
the president ought to have authority to take?

The answer might depend on whether you are among
those getting shot at.

Onereason we often havetroopsin harm’sway, but sel-
dom at war, may bethe general reluctance of Washington
to call anything by itsright name.

Congressisalwaysgoingto“reform” something, but that
could mean anything from abolishing the agency, aswith
Amtrak, tomaking it bigger and more bloated, aswith the
Postal Service.

Sorting the “police actions” from the “ peacekeeping”
fromthe“wars’ may not beeasy, but inthelarger sense, it
shouldn’t bethat hard to know awar when we see one.

InVietnam, though, it sort of snuck up on us. And there
wewere.

But when you plan to invade acountry with whole divi-
sionsand corps, isn’t that, by definition, awar?

Andif we' regoingtofightawar, shouldn’t Congresshave
to declareone?

Of course, it’d be harder to get awar powersresolution
than something less.

It would mean areal commitment by the country, Con-
gressand the government, not just thetroopsinthefield.

And that might not be so bad.

It’snot the Washingtonway, but maybeit’ stimefor some
change.

Thenexttimewesend divisionstofight, letit beunder a
declaration of war.

Warishell, afterall, andit’snogoodto pretend otherwise.
—SeveHaynes
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| don’t know about you, but my calendar
sayssummer iscoming eventhough tempera-
tures outside cause meto doubt.

Summer. It conjures up many great memo-
ries of tree-climbing, fishing trips, neighbor-
hood games of “work-up.”

| lovedthesummers; | still do. They usedto
be carefree, fun, and much too short.

Asl’veaged (all too quickly, | might add), |
still lovethe summers.

They aren’t nearly ascarefree but stay con-
sistently much too short. I’ ve often wondered
if I shouldn’t moveto aperennially warm cli-
mate. | might bewarmer, but would | appreci-
atesummer weather if itdidn’tfollow aperiod
of cold?1’ll probably never know.

Summer reminds me of children. They are
out of school, but not outintheneighborhoods
infull forceasthey wereinmy childhood. To-
day too many of them are inside in isolation
created by air conditioning, television and
computers. | nstead of falling happily into bed
at night after daysfull of imaginatively created
games, they are squeezed into highly-orga-
nized team behavior which encourages com-
petitiveness and points out children who are
less capable while praising those who excel.
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Talk about encouraging insecurities.

Yes, | know thesearenot thegoals, but think
about it. And consider these quotes:

“All parents damage their children. It can-
not be helped. Youth, like pristine glass, ab-
sorbsthe prints of itshandlers. Some parents
smudge, otherscrack, afew shatter childhoods
completely into jagged little pieces, beyond
repair.” —MitchAlbom, TheFivePeopleYou
Meetin Heaven.”

“Devel oping themindisimportant, but de-
vel oping aconscienceisthemost preciousgift
parentscangivetheir children.” — John Gray,
Children Are From Heaven.

“Parentsrarely let go of their children, so
childrenlet go of them. They moveon. They
move away. The momentsthat used to define
them—amother’ sapproval, afather’ snod—
are covered by momentsof their own accom-
plishments. Itisnotuntil muchlater, astheskin
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sags and the heart weakens, that children un-
derstand; their stories, andall their accomplish-
ments, sit atop the storiesof their mothersand
fathers, stonesupon stones, beneaththewaters
of their lives.” — Mitch Albom, The Five
PeopleYou Meetin Heaven.”

“A child, at least in the beginning, is made
amostentirely of parents dreams.” — Sutter’s
Cross— W. Dale Cramer.

Maybeit is good that parents have dreams
for their children. But how about letting them
“be” childrenwhenthey areyoung, but lettheir
imaginationsdevel op so they can dreamtheir
owndreams?How about | etting them devel op
with approval and encouragement instead of
hecti cschedulesand competitionat every turn?
What’s wrong with carefree summers with
healthy exercise engineered by all the neigh-
borhood children instead of pop and potato
chipsinfront of theTV?

It seemslikethat’swhat summer should be:
letting go of frenzied schedules, atime of rest
and rejuvenation. Periods of calm, rest and
imaginationareimportanttodevel opment, too.

| have wonderful memories of summer.
What kind of memorieswill our children and
grandchildren have?

Meetings a way to meet interesting people

Goingto pressmeetingsover theyears, we' ve
gotten to hear and meet someinteresting people
— cartoonistslike Lynn Johnson (For Better or
Worse), politicianslikeBob Doleand cel ebrities
like Erin Brockovich.

Thisyear at the Kansas PressAssociation, we
heard Carl Bernstein.

People my age remember Bernstein as one of
apair of young reporters who uncovered the
Watergatescandal and eventually brought down
theNixonadministration. That, however, was30
yearsago.

Whenl first heardthat Mr. Bernstei nwasspesk-
ing, | sort of yawned. | thought it was OK, but
wasn'titalittlelate?Carl Bernsteinwasold news.

from our
readers

® to the editor

Headline was
correct guote

TotheEditor:

| wish to ask your pardon for casting an as-
persiononyour entitlingthearticlesonthe” To
theEditor” pageof The Goodland Star-News.
| refer totheApril 22issue, inwhich | am cor-
rectly quoted under the headline “ Religious
columnsinformative, educational.”

Thank you and your staff for your fairness
and objectivity. You have my respect for your
professionalism.

Earl Martell

Goodland

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

Wheredoesamangowhobringsdownapresi-
dent?lsthereany up fromthere?

Actualy, it was more sideways. Over thelast
30years, asareporter and author, he hasuncov-
ered asecret agreement betweentheU.S., Egypt,
China and Pakistan to supply arms to Afghan
rebels, been tossed out of Iragq by Saddam
Husseinand uncovered asecret alliancebetween
Ronal d Reagan and Pope John Paul 11 that hel ped
hasten thefall of communism in Europe.

Histalk wasamixtureof fear that thebig con-
glomerate news organizations are more inter-
ested in profitsthan the common good and acry
for journalists to seek the truth and not just the
sensational.

He sees so much of what isreported today as
cel ebrity seeking, sensationalism and manufac-
tured controversy. And hedid that without once
mentioning the trials of Martha Stewart or
Michael Jackson.

Mr. Bernstein decried what he called “Idiot
Culture.” Thisisnot seeking thetruth or greater
good but pandering to the masses, he said, sort
of fast food for themind.

Instead of reporting on what people do and
think in Irag and how their lives have been
changed, the networks are counting bodies and
reporting the bombings and terrorism of afew.

Ahwell, bread and circuseshavebeenwith us
for along time. Some whose names arerevered
today — publishers like Hurst and Pulitzer —
werenot abovemanufacturingalittlewarinsome
faraway placein order to sell papers.

Of course, weshould bebetter thanweare. We
need preacherslike Mr. Bernstein to keep uson
the straight and narrow.

Personally, | think all the hubbub over elect-
ing the new popefallsinthe same category. We
can’'t make one hit of difference in the process,
and all thereporting in theworldisnot going to
change anything.

So, after checkingthepaper andfindingagresat
dearth of “Idiot Culture” — wedidn’t have one
celebrity trial story, one lowest-common-de-
nominator piece or even a pseudoscience story
onbreastimplants— | decidedtoaddalittleldiot
Humor.

At church in Emporia on Sunday, the priest
handed out copiesof the" Sweet Sistine” bracket.

Set up to look like the basketball playoffs, it
gavethenamesof 15 cardinal sof the churchthe
mediahas named asfront runnersto bethe next
pontiff.

From Italy we have Dionigi Tettamanzi,
Giovanni Battista, Oscar Andres and Angelc
Scol. From Latin America, thereis Jorge Maric
Bergoglio, Argentina; ClaudioHummes, Brazil;
Nicolas de Jesus L opez Rodriguez, Dominican
Republic; Rodriguez Maradiaga(Honduras); and
Dario Castrillon Hoyos, Columbia.

Ontheother sideof thechart from Europethere
is Christoph Schoenborn, Austria; Ted Crilly,
Craggy |sland, Ireland; Godfried Danneels, Bel-
gium; and Joseph Ratzinger, Germany. Andfrom
Africaand Asiawe have Wilfrid Fox Napier,
South Africa; Ivan Dias, India, FrancisArinze,
Nigeria; and Duke. Oh, that’sabasketbal | team.

Italy goes against Latin Americaand Europe
against Africaand Asiain the bracket. Thewin-
nersplay (pray) for thechair of St. Peter and the
right to be the Supreme Pontiff of the Universal
Church.

(Thank the Lord the pope changes his name.
Canyouimaginethetelevision reporterssaying
HisHolinessPopeGodriedAndresRodriguez de
JesusArinze?

And, there, folksisyour I diot Culturefor theday
andfor usCatholics. If wecan'tlaughat ourselves,
everyoneelsewill besnickering without us.
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