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weather

Today
* Sunset, 7:51 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 5:34 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:52 p.m.

Midday Conditions
« Soil temperature 65 degrees
* Humidity 51 percent
* Sky sunny
* Winds northwest 16 mph.
+ Barometer 30.02 inches
and rising
* Record High today 97° (1941)
* Record Low today 25° (1953)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 81°
Low Wednesday 42°

Precipitation none
This month 1.11
Year to date 3.82
Normal 4.66

The Topside Forecast

Today: Partly cloudy with a
patchy fog before 9 a.m., high
around 62, low near 40, winds
north northwest 9-29 mph. Satur-
day: Mostly sunny, high near 69,
low around 42, winds north north-
west 6-10 mph.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: Partly cloudy, high
near 76, low around 48. Monday:
Partly cloudy, high near 84, low
near 52.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings compiled by midnight

market

Wheat — $2.80 bushel
Posted county price — $2.95
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.68 bushel
Posted county price — $1.81
Loan deficiency pmt. — 14¢
Milo — $1.40 bushel
Soybeans — $5.46 bushel
Posted county price — $5.82
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.60 cw.
NuSun — $10.60 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection — Ask
Pinto beans — $25
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
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Cowboys
lose twice

Freshman Josh Doke hit a
single in the second inning
of the second game Mon-
day to drive in a run against
the Beavers of Scott City at
Memorial Field. Story, photo
Page 12.
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Members of the Kansas National Guard (above) escorted the casket of Sgt. Derrick Lutters in Max

(

Jones Fieldhouse Thursday morning. The front two guardsmen were Specialist Bryan Varney and
Staff Sgt. Rick Reasoner. Chuck Lutters, (right) holds the Purple Heart and Meritorious Service Med-

als presented to him by the Kansas Adjutant General on behalf of the U.S. Army.
Photos by Tom Betz/ The Goodland Star-News

Town lays fallen soldier to rest

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Chuck Lutterssaidgoodbyetohis
sonwithakissasheleaned over the
flag-draped coffin.

Evenbefore8a.m. Thursday, cars
were lining up at the Max Jones
Fieldhousefor thefuneral Massfor
Derrick Lutters, who waskilled by
acarbombinlragonMay 1.

The line to get into the packed
gym extended into the street as
peoplestoppedtopinonribbonsand
signthe guest book.

On the gym floor, the stage was

decorated with bunches of red,
white, blue and yellow flowers. A
photograph of Luttersand asketch
of the fallen soldier were set up to
oneside.

Asmournersfiledin,“ God Bless
America’ boomed on the loud-
speaker.

Afterthesong, silencepunctuated
with snifflescontinued until family
memberstook their seats.

Fellow KansasNational Guards-
men pulled the casket from behind
arow of chairsfor the family and
moved it to thefront of the stage.

Chamber books

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Alibis and lying eyes will take
over Goodland with a concert by
Tracy Lawrence, country music
singer of thehit song“ Alibis,” over
the Fourth of July weekend.

The Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerce, with the help of spon-
sorsthroughout town, isworkingto
bringtheaward-winningartisttothe
annual Freedom Fest.

The concert is scheduled for 8
p.m. on Saturday, July 2, at the
Sherman County Fairgrounds.

Ticketsareonsaeat $25for gen-
eral admission in advance but will
be $30 at thedoor.

Fanscanbuy VIPtickets, special
seatsdirectly infront of thestage, for
$50.

Tickets to meet and greet
Lawrenceat aprivatereceptionwith
snacks and drinks before the con-
cert,includingV1Pseating, are$100
each.

His catalog includes the CDs
“Sticks and Stones’ (1991), “Ali-
bis’ (1993),“| See"1tNow” (1994),
“Time Marches On” (1996), “The
Coast Is Clear” (1997), “Lessons

Learned” (2000), “Tracy
Lawrence” (2001), “Strong”
(2004), “Live” and“TheBest Of.”

Some of his hit songs include
“Alibis,” “Can’t Break It to My
Heart” and “If the Good Die
Young.”

LawrencewasnamedBillboard's
TopNew MaleVocalistin1992, the
Academy of Country Music’'s Top
NewMaleVocalistin 1993 and Best
New TouringArtistin 1993 by SRO
Inc., a booking company out of
Middleton, Wis.

Hewasawarded Country Weekly
GoldenPick Awards' VideoArtist of
theyearin1995andgot theEditor’s
Choice Platinum Pick crown in
1996.

Hisfirstalbumhadfour singles
in the Top 10 on country charts
and hehadfour No. L hitson“Ali-
bis.”

Hewas No. 2 on thelist of most
played artistsin all genresin the
mid-1990s.

The album “Time Marches On”
went doubl e platinum.

Booking Lawrence will cost the
Chamber more than $25,000, but
board membershopeto pay for part

A slide show with pictures of
L utters from childhood to his high
school wrestling days flashed on a
screen behind the stage.

Thefinal photo, oneof himinlraq
waving and smiling, remained on
the screen through the funeral, al-
lowing the fallen soldier to watch
over the proceedings.

The crowd stood again while
Andra Townsend sang “ The Star
Spangled Banner.” Guardsmen re-
movedtheAmericanflagandfolded
it for the Catholic Mass.

Father Norbert Dlabal thanked

the dignitaries for coming, includ-
ing the Kansas adjutant general,
Maj. Gen. Tod Bunting; Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius; and others. He
thankedthepeoplefor their support,
too.

“We thank you for your pres-
ence,” said Dlabal. “ Your presence
isacomfort to thisgrieving family
and thisgrieving community.”

Hesaidthetownwill greatly miss
Lutters.

“Hewastoughasarock, but with
avery sensitiveheart,” hesaid.

Gen. Bunting spoke on behalf of

the Guard.

“Weareonly freein Americato-
day becauseweareal sothehomeof
the brave,” he said, commending
Lutters sacrifice.

Guard Chaplain Lt. Col. Larry
Parish recalled L utters as someone
who liked to resolve conflicts. He
said the young man, who was &
prison guard in Burlington, volun-
teered to go to Iraq in part because
there was a fight he needed to re-
solve,

See SOLDIER, Page 11

headliner for Fourth fest

of the cost through business spon-
sorships.

Chamber Manager Courtney
Warden saidthey needtoproviding
astagefor the show and workersto
help set up.

“We need alot of people,” she
said.

Topay for theconcert, theCham-
ber is seeking business sponsors.

Businessescansignupatthegold
sponsorships at $800 or more, blue
at $400, red for $200 or white for
$100.

The gold and blue levels come
withtwoVIPticketandtheredapair
of general admission tickets.

Wardensaidfor $50, red sponsors
canupgradetheir ticketstotheVIP
level.

Shesaid the Chamber must have
all the sponsors by Monday, May
23, in order to have a $10,000 de-
posit to Lawrence by Wednesday,
June 1.

“Thingsarehappeningfast,” said
board member Karen Ginther.

The stage, she said will be set
upwithpeopleinVIPchairsnear
the front and standing room be-
hind.

Behind the standing room, the
grandstand seatswill beopentogen-
eral admission.

Warden said the stageisfivefeet
tall, so al guestswill have a clear
view of Lawrence.

Warden said sheplansadvertise-
mentsonKNAB radioinBurlington
and KXXX radioin Colby.

Shesaidthey will tradeout adver-
tisement with S& T Communica-
tions.

TheChamberislookingintoplac-
ing advertisementsin print, too.

Warden hasfliersfor peopletoput
up in windows and spread around
whenthey visit other towns.

After the Chamber books spon-
sorsshesaid, they will print up new
fliersand postersincludingall of the
names.

Tickets for the show will be
printed on plastic cards featuring a
picture of Lawrence.

“Those are neat,” said board
member Debbie Reed.

Warden said shehassold 27 tick-
etssofar.

She said anyone working the
showwill needasecurity badgewith
anidentification photo.

The preliminary schedule for
Freedom Fest Weekend includes
chili cook-off intheevening on Fri-
day, July 1.

Saturday, July 2, the town will
gear-upforthecity-widegaragesale
and pool events.

The Sherman County Fair-
grounds will open up for rides anc
vendors later that evening. The
Tracy Lawrence concert is set for
that night.

On Sunday, July 3, a Freedom
Brunchinplannedforlatemorning.

The Chamber is looking for &
group to put onthefeed.

The annual parade will bein the
afternoon and the fairgrounds will
be open for the Chamber dinner.

Local entertainmentwill beset up
until the fireworks start sometime
after dark.

“Soundslikeapretty good week-
end,” said board member Brian Li-
nin.

“Our major focus for Freedom
Fest 2005isto get visitorsto Good-
landandintroducethemtoour many
uniqueshops, motelsand eateries,”
saidthismonth’sChamber newsd et-
ter.

City searches for new manager, hires interim

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Replacing the city manager isa
major project, and Wednesday the
city commissiontook thefirst steps
downthepath.

One step was to hire an interim
city manager to work with Ron
Pickman, who isretiring at theend
of May, and take over in June. The
commissionersapprovedacontract
with Tom Armour of Hutchinson,
whowill runthecity staff whilethe
searchisunderway.

Thecontract would pay Armour,
aprofessional interimmanager sug-
gested by the League of Kansas
Municipalities, $250 per day, 40.5
centsper mileandlodging costs.

ThecommissionexpectsArmour
to bein Goodland at least two to
three days aweek. He will handle
staff and commission meetings,
help with budget planning and re-
ports and provide the commission

with weekly reports and back-
ground information for meetings.

Armour isexpectedin Goodland
on Monday to begin working with
Pickmanandattendthecommission
meeting that evening.

Theleague will guide the search
under acontract signed by thecom-
mission, helping with advertising
and screening applicants.

Mark Tomb, intergovernmental
relationsassociatewiththel eague,
was at the meeting to talk with the
commissioners about the search
processand set atimelinefor getting
the applications, screening and in-
terviews.

Thecontract withtheleaguewiill
cost the city $4,166 plus about
$1,000 in advertising costs,
Billinger said.

Tomb said the advertising will
beginassoonashecan get theopen-
ing posted on some Internet web
sites, and ads will begin appearing

inprofessiond publicationsoverthe
next week or two.

Thead saysthe City of Goodland
(population, 5,000) isseekingacity
manager to handle the duties of an
“independent, full service city in-
cluding electric, water and waste-
water utilities. Goodland islocated
in northwestern Kansas and serves
asamajor retail outlet for northwest
Kansas, southern Nebraska and
eastern Colorado.”

The ad says the city has a $14.6
million budget and 61 employees.
Thecityisaskingfor applicantswho
haveat |east abachel or’ sdegreeand
threetofiveyearsof municipal man-
agement experience, though a
master’s degreein public adminis-
trationispreferred. Thesalary range
is$65,000t0$75,000, dependingon
qualifications. (Pickman makes
$71,353.72) Aresumeand cover | t-
ter aretobesent totheleagueoffice
in Topeka.

Tomb said the ads will ask that
resumes be submitted by Friday,
June 17, Hesai dtheleaguestaff will
review the applicants and provide
the commission alist of thetop 10
to 15 by the meeting Monday, June
20. He said once the commission
ratesthetop 10, hewill beginto set
upinterviews.

Commissioners discussed when
the interviews could be held and
suggested June 24-25 and 27-28 to
keepaway fromthe July 4weekend.
Tomb said second interviews with
thetop finalistscould be scheduled
inearly July.

Tomb said from survey informa-
tion the commissioners submitted,
the league has developed alist of
desired characteristicsand anided
candidateprofile.

“1 believe thisis one of the best
surveys we have seen,” he said.
“The Goodland City Commission
has a clear understanding of the

rolesand responsihilitiesof thecity
manager position.

“The commission believes the
city manager isanintegral part of the
governing process and the survey
results point to afirm belief in the
conceptsof teamwork, specification
anddivision of labor.”

Survey results centered arounc
three themes, Tomb said. First, the
candidate must have strong admin-
istrative skills; second, need for
strong communi cationsskills, both
verbal and written; and third 8
friendly and proactivemanagement
philosophy.

Tombsaidhewill updatethecom-
mission about the number of appli-
cantsand how the processisgoing.
He said he expectsto see 35-40 re-
sumes, about half fromwithinKan-
sas.

Theleague started the search as-

See MANAGER, Page 11




