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She’s at home on the road

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A loud hissing noise escapesfrom
the brakesin Violet Phillips' tractor
trail er asshe parksto empty aload of
fertilizer.

Her 4-11 blonde-topped frame
hopsdownfromher seat ready tohelp
empty thetruck.

As the air hopper on the truck
opens, small whitepelletsof Ureafer-
tilizer escape from the bottom of the
trailer onto a conveyer-type system.
Phillipsheadstotheback of thetrailer
where she uses alarge pole attached
to ablack tarp to uncover the top of
thetruck.

Theworkersat thefertilizer lothelp
her, but this 25-year veteran of truck
driving knows her way around the
equi pment.

Although some would expect a
“rough and tumble” womantotakea
trucking job, Phillips defiesthat ste-
reotype.

From her coifed blonde hair down
to her spring-colored viol et nail pol-
ish, she’sagirl at heart. On an aver-
ageday inthetruck, shedonsabright
yellow button-up blouselayered over
awhitelace-lined tank top and apair
of bluejeans. On her feet areapair of

chunky black shoes completewith a
height enhancing heel.

Her dark purple truck is adorned
withasamon-colored dream catcher
hanging inside and a seat cover em-
broidered with theword “ sassy” and
apair of puckered bright red lips.

“There' salot of womenoutthere,”
shesaid adding shehasrunintosome
discrimination and some admiration
for her profession.

Evensassy, Phillipsisstill theboss,
managing her trucking company V &
E X pressout of her home. V standsfor
Violet and E stands for Ed, her hus-
band.

Sheisin charge of three trucks,
driven by herself, Ed and her son-in-
law, Jared Scheck.

The three-truck fleet in Phillips’
company moves bulk commodities,
that is anything from fertilizer to
cookiedoughin bulk.

“I"ll haul anything but hazardous
material sand household goods,” she
said adding shewon’t transport meat
and bone material either because of
regulationsrelating to disease.

When shechangesloads, thetruck
iscleanedoutwithanair hosetomake
surethecornor wheat doesn’ t getinto
thefertilizer and viceversa.

She hauls loads in Kansas, Colo-
rado, Texasand Oklahoma. Recently
shehasalmost wornapathfromDen-
vertoTulsa, Okla., and back deliver-
ing fertilizer.

Harvest is a busy season for the
company becausethey follow harvest
from Texasnorth hauling wheat.

Phillipssaid shespendsevery other
night at homeandtherest of theweek
she' sontheroad. Shedoesnot, how-
ever, work weekends.

Drivers can only log 14 hours on
duty and 11 hoursinthedriver’ sseat
she said. After that, according to the
Department of Transportation they
havetorest, shesaid. That meansshe
sometimes can't makeit to ajob and
back home in one day, so she sleeps
inthetruck.

After spending so muchtimeinit,
the truck became ahome away from
homefor Phillips.

Theback portionhasawidebed up
against the back wall where she
spends nights away from home.
When she sleeps, she covers up all
windowsonthetruck to ensure com-
pleteprivacy. Sheawayspicksabusy
truck stoptosleepinand doesn’t open

See PHILLIPS, Page 3

Violet Phillips spends weekends catching up on paperworkin herhome
office. She copies paperwork and uses computer databases to track

her business, V&E Xpress.
Photos by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News
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PHILLIPS, from Page 2

the door for strangers.

“My husband alwaysworriesabout
meat truck stops,” shesaid.

Sheissetupwithatelevisionanda
V CRforwindingdownafter aday on
theroad.

Behind the two bucket seats are
closets on either side of the truck
wherePhillipssaid shekeepsclothes
and shoes.

Thefront part of thetruck islined
with awood-likefinish. Directly be-
hind the steering wheel the dash is
coveredinround gages. Phillipsgets
readoutson speed, gas, weight of her
load, trip mileage, air pressure, tem-
perature, brakes and more. She pre-
fers the old type of read-outs com-
pared to the newer digital models.

Just like at home, she has an air
freshener set up on the dash that per-
meatesthe entiretruck.

Phillips hasalaptop computer she
uses for business and tracking mile-
ageinthetruck.

“I do all of my businessin the
truck,” shesaid, “becausel’ m never
home.”

Under the hood, she isdriving a
Detroit 500 horsepower, 13-speed
transmission truck. The 2000
Peterbuilt has electric windows and
mirrorsand air-ride suspension.

She has had the truck for alittle
more than a year and said she will

probably driveit for abit longer than
normal.

Although she spends most of her
time on the road, as manager sheis
responsiblefor astack of paperwork.

Shesaidall threeof her driverskeep
alog book to report al stops espe-
cially onesfor fuel.

Fuel isatouchy subject, since the
hikeingaspriceshashit her company
hard. Shesaidlast year alonethecom-
pany spentroughly $211,000for fuel.
Tofill her truck at Prestointown be-
fore making atrip to Limon, Colo.,
she can drop up to $500 in her gas
tank.

Phillips keeps receipts of money
spent onroadtolls, too. Shesaid each
stop costs about $5 and that adds up
over ayear.

When shepicksupand dropsoff a |
load, she said, everyonerequestsa |
signature, making the paperwork |
mount.

Athomein her officeon theweek-
end, she takes all of the paperwork
from aweek on the road and makes
copies.

Trucksfollow complicated weight
regulations, too. She said they can
haul 80,000 pounds in Kansas and
85,000 in Colorado. She said their
trailersare 43 feet long.

Along with gas and tolls, Phillips

saidshehastocarry $1millionliabil- As soon as Violet Phillips opened the vents on her semi-truck, small,
white pellets of Urea fertilizer spilled out onto a conveyer belt. It takes

ity onthetrucks.

She keeps track of maintenance, aboutan hour for Phillips to unload the entire truck.

making sure the trucks have oil
changes, greased trailers and every-
day fluid checks.

“You’'vegot todoaninspectionon
your truck every morning,” shesaid.

Phillips always rides alone in her
truck, shesaid, but sometimestwo or
evenall threeof thecompaniestrucks
will head towardsthe same place.

Tocommunicateonthelongdrives
sheusesacell phoneor her CB radio.

“They’ repretty handy,” shesaid.

She passes the hours listening to
country music or talking to Ed or
Scheck on the phoneor by CB.

“I lovedriving truck,” shesaid. “I
like being out here by myself.”

Althoughshelovesher job, Phillips
said if sheisin Texas or Oklahoma,
she can’t get home on short notice.
She sometimes worries about being
therefor her family.

“That’ sthe only thing | don’t like
about trucking,” she said adding she
would dowhat she could to get back.
“If anything every did happen I'd
drop what | was doing and head
back.”

Phillips got her start in truck driv-
ingin1980when shewent towork for
Rick Farris, the Farris Brothersin
Edson, onharvest. Shedrovetruck for
15yearswhen she quit.

“1 washead of trucks,” shesaid.

After she stopped working there,

See PHILLIPS, Page 4
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PHILLIPS, from Page 3

she hauled grain for two different
companies for five years before set-
ting out on her own.

“1 decideditwastimetoget my own
deal,” shesaid.

She opened her business and it
grew from there. At one point, she
said, they had more than 6 trucksin
the fleet and she has helped up to 6
more find loads at the same. Phillips
said she still helps drivers and other
companiesfind loads occasionally.

With only three trucks now, she
said, thebusinesssizeisideal.

Shewouldn’t mind addingtrucksto
the company, she said, but shewants
only owner operators. She doesn’t
want to hire any drivers, just people
who want to contract with her.

The companies trucks sit in alot
acrossthestreetfromher homeoffice.

Phillipssharestheone-roomoffice
with her husband, his computer on
one side and hers on the other. The
room is complete with a copier, fax
machine, scanner, printer and com-
puters. Under atable on the north
wall, Phillips has boxes full of re-
ceiptsand paperwork she must keep
for the business.

Her desk, alongwiththerest of her
house, is covered in elephants she
collects. All types of tubby, trunked
trinkets fill her living room, dining

room and kitchen.

She advertisesher company’ s ser-
vicesintheFarm & RanchMagazine
inthenewspaper andontheradio. She
said she has an ad in the Fiest and
workswithradioadsfor KidsAgainst
Drunk Driving.

Driving truck is unlike any other
driving, Phillips said, adding when
she sets out in her pickup truck she
noticesthe difference.

From air cushioned seatsto cruise
control and power steering, she said
thetractor-trailerisawholedifferent
animal.

“1’drather driveatruck,” shesaid.

She even met Ed through truck
driving. Shesaid hewastheforeman
at Farris Brother when she started
working there.

Her lifeisn’t al trucking, Phillips
loves spending time outdoors, too.
She has turned her backyard into a
haven completewith shadetreesand
agarden.

Off tothesideof her porchisalarge
fish pond that she built with Ed.
Phillipsfilled up her truck with rock
to line the pond and set up the pump
system herself.

The pond is alive with about 80
goldfish and coy. Behind the pond
luscious greenery pokes up over the
rocksandthepondislinedwithfoun-
tains including an otter and an el-
ephant.

Phillipsand Ed plant vegetablesin
a garden across the street at Ed’'s
mother’s, Pauline Anspaugh, place.

Shelikesto go fishing and camp-
ing with her family when sheisn’'t
driving. Her daughter, Scheck’ swife,
Sumar, 26, livesin Hays and they
haveal-year-old daughter Mattyson.

Her son, Andy, 21, graduated from
theNorthwest Kansas Technical Col-
legeinDiesel Mechanicsandiswork-
ing for Malsom Welding and Repair
Service.

She likes spending time at home
with her dogs, Lexi, arat terrier, and
Molly, aGerman shorthair.

Phillips hastiesto Goodland with
her sistersMonaCarver, GloriaDou-
glas and Jo Ann Holton and her
brother BobLamball living here. Her
mother Joan Lamb and grandmother
AdaTaylorliveintown, too. Her sis-
ter Rachel Taylor drivesinfrom Den-
ver every weekendtovisit. Shehasa
brother, Pat, wholivesin St. Francis.

Violet Phillips (right) cleans the fil-
teron herfish pond regularly. The
pond is one of her favorite places
to relax on the weekends. Phillips
tends to the pond and gardens
when sheisn’tbehind the wheel of
atractor trailer truck.

(Back) Janeil Dilling, Sharmis Emig, Debra
Wassemiiller, Ida Gottchalk, Mary Volk.

(Front) Ida Salinas, Jeana Roe, Amy Thornson,
Leann Taylor, Shawna Johnson, Leslie Knitig.

City of Goodland
204 W. 11th
Goodland, Kan. 67735
785-899-4500
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Lynn Williams installed a power box on the farm shop at Eric and Heather Purvis’ farm
south of Weskan last month. Lynn, her father, her husband and her son also installed

lights in the shop and a pump on the farm’s fuel tank.
Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-New

Thank you to our working women
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Goodland, Kan.
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Marsha Schilling, Sharon
Mann, and Deb Smith

% | She always wanted

to be an electrician

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Many fatherswant their sonstofollowintheir
footsteps, but sometimes fathers forget their
daughterscould carry ontheir legacy.

Lynn Williams, owner of Legacy Electric,
learned her tradefromher father, DaveWalker.
But shesaidittook someconvincingtoget him
to take her to work. She said shewas 10 when
hefinally relented, but her brother David started
going to work with “Dad” when he was
younger.

“Sincel wasagirl,” shesaid, “I had to con-
vince him. Then after a few times, he saw |
wanted todothis.”

Lynn said it was always what she wanted,
mainly becauseit waswhat her dad did, adding
that “ children alwayswant to beliketheir par-
ents.”

Shetook on another career when, at 17, she
married Larry Williamsandmovedwithhimto
afarm north of Brewster. She drove atractor,
fed cattle, haul ed bal esand even got acommer-
cial driverslicenseto beableto haul cattle.

Intheir seven yearson thefarm, they raised
cattle, grew wheat and alfalfaand raised corn
for two yearstofeed the cattle.

“Ireally enjoyedfarmwork,” Lynnsaid, “ but
itdidn’t pay.”

Larry had been pulled into the family busi-
ness, Lynnsaid, whenhestarted hel ping her dad
before they got married. Larry enjoys doing
electrical work too, Lynn said; it wasn't hard
pullinghimin. Andit madeagood backupwhen
money was scarce onthefarm.

Lynnsaidthey wentto Fairplay, Colo.,inthe
Breckenridgeareatowork with“Dad” tomake
money, sothey couldliveonthefarm. Shesaid
they moved back and forthto Fairplay acouple
of timesbecauseit washard for her to be away
from her father and her mother, Nancy.

The Williamses started a partnership, Aux-
iliary Electric, withher dadin1992inFairplay.
Both familiesmoved to Goodlandin 1997 and
worked together until her father’ shealth prob-
lemsprevented himfromworkingregularly. He
was so sick that she and Larry were doing all
the work, but they were splitting the income
with her parents.

Aboutfiveyearsago, shesaid, “ Dad” decided
to dissolvethe partnership and collect disabil-
ity benefits, so sheand Larry could have their

See WILLIAMS, Page 6
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WILLIAMS, from Page 5

own businessand income.

“Every onceinawhile, hestill workswithus,”
she said, adding her dad feels useful when he
canwork, thoughbeingonkidney dialysiswhile
waiting for atransplant, heisnot abletodowhat
he used to.

But havingawholefamily of el ectricianshas
itsbenefits, andit keepsthingsinteresting. Lynn
said sheand Larry work in Denver sometimes,
where her brother has his business, Exclusive
Electric. Sometimes they al go out to dinner,
she said, and she and L arry are wearing shirts
that say “Legacy Electric,” her dad iswearing
ashirtthat says,“ Auxiliary Electric,” and David
iswearingashirtthat says" ExclusiveElectric.”

She said they get someinteresting |ooks be-
cause the shirts make them look like competi-
tors. Or an electricians’ convention.

But they aren’t competitors — in fact, one
benefit of having so many electriciansin the
family is they always have extra hands when
they need them.

“Sometimeswe call each other,” Lynn said,
“and say, ‘| haveajob over here...."”

David hasajob at acondominium, shesaid,
wheretherearefour unitsall hookedtothesame
power source. | n order to do thework he needs
to, she said, hewill haveto shut the power off
onall of them. Sheand Larry will helpwiththe
job, sothey can getit doneall in oneday.

Shesaidthey work in PagosaSprings, Colo.,
withafriend of her dadstrainedinthebusiness
25 yearsago. Heused to beoneof David’ sem-
ployees, shesaid.

Larry earned hismaster electrician’ slicense
in 2000, Lynn said, and she earned hers six
months|ater, the next time she was allowed to
takethetest.

“Itwasadifficult,4 1/2-hourtest,” Larry said;
“no one else in Colorado earned alicense be-
tweenwhen | did and when shedid.”

Youonly get4 1/2 hourstodoit, hesaid, and
thenyou’ redonewhether youwanttobeor not.

“Hegot hismastersbeforel did,” Lynnsaid,
“but heworked moreregularly. | stayed home
withthekids.”

Lynnsaidthejoballowsthemtohomeschool
theirkids, Tyler, 15, and Lexi, 10. Shesaid they
canearnalivinginthree daysaweek and take
the kids with them when they both work, and
thekidscandotheir school work intheevenings
and ontheroad to Denver.

And setting your ownhoursallowstimetodo
what youwant. Lynnsaid sheand Larry volun-
teered for twoweeksin March at the Brooklyn
branch of Jehovah’ sWitnesses. They did el ec-
trical work in thelaundry department.

“It wasalot of fun,” shesaid. “Larry and |
want to do it again; we just have to get the
money.”

It wasn't really expensive, she said, but it
takesmoney for theplanetickets, toeat out and
for oddsand ends.

Whether workingfor pay or volunteering, the
Williamses spend alot of timetogether.

“It's a combined group effort,” Larry said.
“We'retogether all thetime.”

Lynnisthe owner on paper because shewas

See WILLIAMS, Page 7

Larry Williams had aview from above as he fed cablesinto the farm shop at Purvis Farms

last month. His wife Lynn was installing a power box in the shop.
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WILLIAMS, from Page 6

theonewhofilled out and signed the
papersfor thebusiness, but everyone
hasarole.

“1"m the brains behind the opera-
tion,” Larry joked.

SometimesTyleris, Lynnsaidjok-
ingly, adding they didn’t think their
scaffold was going to reach high
enough for ajob, but Tyler showed
them how to adjust it, and sure
enough, itreached. Hehasgood com-
mon sense, shesaid.

Lynnwasborn at Brighton, Colo.,

10, then lived at Greeley, Colo., and
thenback at Brighton. Larry grew up
inSharon Springs, theson of Buckley
and Jo Williams, now of Goodland.

Lynn Williams, worked with his
daughter and son-in-law, helping
to install a pump on the fuel tank
at Eric Purvis’ farm last month.
Heather Purvis (right photo)
talked with Lynn Williams when
she was working at Purvis Farms
last month. The Purvis’ daughter
Josie eyed Lynn’s tool belt.

but grew upinMontanauntil shewas | =

Dave Walker, (left photo) fatherof |- |
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Facing challenges
with courage

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Theday President JohnF. Kennedy
wasshot, Nov. 22, 1963, shewasstu-
dent teaching at Bellevue High in
Omaha, and remembers watching
them lower the flag to half mast out-
sideher classroomwindow asthean-
nouncement was made that he had
died.

CharleneCole, owner of ColeRed
Estate, remembers that day because
Nov. 22isher birthday.

A Goodlandresident for thepast 29
years, she can be found most morn-
ings about 9 a.m. having coffeewith
friends at the Daylight Donut shop,
which is around the corner from her
real estate office.

She hasbeen alicensed real estate
agentin Colorado since 1971, andin
Kansassince 1977. She handleslist-
ingsof housesand commercial prop-
erty in Goodland, Kanorado and
Burlington.

“I think I’ ve been in most of the
housesin Goodland over the past 29

years,” shesaid.

Looking at the changesin thereal
estate business she said the biggest
change has been the increase in the
financing through the Internet.

“Some of the Internet loans have
higher closing costs than going
throughalocal lender,” shesaid.“ The
credit score sort of rulesyour lifeto-
day.
“Identity theft isanew and pretty
scary thing, and hashappenedevenin
Goodland.

“Of course, prices have gone up.
What youcouldbuy for $30,000years
ago now costs $80,000.”

Colebelievesthehousingmarketin
Goodlandisabout normal with about
125 propertieslistedfor sale.

“1 don’tthink that isany morethan
usual,” shesaid.“ Approximately 125
is about normal. The market was
pretty flat early thisyear, butit picked
upinMarch.

“We need jobs and rain to bring

Charlene Cole wasn'’t sure what Gordon Becker was talking about at Daylight Donut last week. She can

See COLE, Page 9 be found drinking coffee and eating donuts most mornings before opening the office around the corner.

We’re Women who Mean Business...

For all your tire needs, see

KansasLand Tire
Company

1402 Main
Goodland, Kan. 67735
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Goodland, Kan. REDKEN
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Charlene Cole’s office is around the corner from Daylight Donut, and is open Monday
through Friday unless posted on the door. She does close for lunch.
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Dr. Kenneth Austin
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Tom Hellerud ARNP
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Goodland, Kan.
785-899-7344
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(Back) Jo Ann Matthews, Shirley Raile, Kristi M.

785-899-3681

COLE, from Page 8

peopleto Goodland. Theinterestrateshel p, but
we need peopleto sell homesand to have new
businesses open.”

ShefeelsGoodlandwill reboundasitalways
hasover theyearsand expectsto continuesell-
ing real estatefor many years.

“My favoritepart of real estateisclosingthe
transactionasthatismy background,” shesaid.
“1 like to put numbers together and of course
that iswhen you get your commission, some-
timesthey arefew arefar between.”

Colemanagesanumber of rental properties,
and said the drop in students at the Northwest
Kansas Technical College has hurt the rental
market.

Shehasseen somepeoplemovingfromDen-
ver becausethey don’t wanttoliveinthecity.
Some of these have been older couples who
want to retire, but be close to the city. Others
areyoung coupleswhowant toraisetheir chil-
dren away from the madness of thecity.

Her husband of 22 years, Curtis Cole, died
in 1998, and in 2000 she was diagnosed with
two kinds of cancer. She had surgery for kid-
ney cancer and chemo therapy for lymphoma.

“Ireally gotthroughit pretty good,” shesaid.

Shehad two kidney operationsfor cancer at
theCleveland Clinicin 2001, and wasfineun-
til October when another surgery took her ad-
renal gland. Now thereisanew spot on akid-

See COLE, Page 10

We Salute Our Working Women

(Left) Tammy Kallestad, Patty Mills, Tammy Geigle, Tina Roe. Not pictured Jennifer
Franklin, Jeannie Malone, Shanail Stewart, Anna Martinez, Rachel Bustillos, Sonia Sigala,
Ivonne Martinez, Maricella Castillo, Rosalinda Castillo-Rodriquez
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ney, and she is not sure what that
meansfor thefuture.

“I'velearnedtolivewithit,” Cole
said.“| just takeit oneday at atime.
Thecommunity hasbeen supportive,
and my church has been wonderful
to me. Without friends and family |
wouldn’t makeit. | enjoy going to
work everyday selling and listing
real estate, and just deal with the
problemsasthey come.

“You’'ve got to keep up thefight,
and havetohaveapositiveattitude.”

Shesaid onekey istofindthebest
doctors, and learn about the disease
so you know what the options are.

Being a one woman real estate
shop, Cole admitsit is astruggle
sometimes. DianaSpinney sellswith
her part-time, and Gordon Becker
and Larry Harper helpwiththerepair
work ontherentals.

“Lots of people helped after Curt
died,” shesaid. " Thatisanadvantage
of asmall town.”

She has been amember of Nancy
Kear' sAngelsteamfortheRelay for
Life cancer walk held annually in
August.

“Seeing all those luminaries gets
toyou,” shesaid. “ That there are so
many who havehad cancer fromthis
community.

Coleisoneof thosewho, asasur-

vivor of cancer, havethehonor each
year of walking the first lap. The
large number of survivorswho par-
ticipateisanother reminder that can-
cer canstrikeanyoneat any time, and
you areoneof thelucky onesto sur-
vive.

She got into doing auctions with
her hushand part timein 1977 andfull
timein 1982 whenthey opened Cole
Auction and Real Estate.

“The first six months were a bit
skimpy,” shesaid. “Welearnedalot
with our first farm auction, and we
had somefriendsintheauctionbusi-
nesshelp.”

She has two daughters, Cristin,
whoworksasasenior |abor manager
at Epcot Center at Walt Disney
WorldinOrlando, Fla., and Cynthia
who isan adoption social worker in
Topeka. Curt hadtwo daughtersfrom
aprevious marriage, Melissa, who
died of cancer, and Jacquelyn of
Vona, Colo.

Cynthia got her bachelor degree
from Baylor University and masters
degreesfromKansasUniversity, and
Cristingraduated from Cornell Uni-
versity of Ithaca, New York in hos-
pitality management.

Charlene was born in Red Oak,
lowawhereshegraduated fromhigh
school in 1960. Her parents,
Clarence and Frances Munson are
deceased. Her dad was afarmer and

did custom farm work. Her mother
wasahomemaker.

ShesaysRed Oak isasmall town
like Goodland about 50 miles from
Omaha.

She attended the University of
Omaha and graduated in 1964 with
abachel or of sciencedegreeinbusi-
ness administration specializing in
real estate and asecondary teaching
degree.

Shestudent taught at Bellevue Air
Force Base, and North High in
Omaha. She was offered ateaching
jobinCaliforniaafter graduation, but
decided to moveto Denver.

Shewent towork for Western Se-
curitiesCompany whichwasamort-
gagebankingfirmlocated acrossthe
street from the Molly Brown house.
For 13 years she flew around the
country doing loan closings and en-
joyingthesinglelife.

In1976 shemarried CurtisColeat
Holy CrossL utheran ChurchinDen-
ver andthereceptionwasheld at the
Lakewood Country Club. After a
honeymooninHawaii, shemovedto
small townlivingin Goodland.

When shemovedto Goodland her
first job was at the First National
Bank. She started as a teller and
worked upto Assistant Trust Officer
in her six yearsat the bank.

See COLE, Page 11

Charlene Cole spends lots of time on the phone as she talks to pro-
spective buyers and clients who are trying to sell their property.
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Shehad her real estatelicenseand
started selling part-timein 1977. At
that timeCurtiswasselling seed corn
for Horizon Seed Company of Lin-
coln, Neb.

In1977 hewent toauction school,
Hehad worked aroundthesalebarns
all hislife and wanted to be an auc-
tioneer.

They went full timeintheauction
business in 1982. She said they
rented buildingsliketheV eteransof
Foreign Wars, but then bought the
buildingat 1405Main, andthat made
the sales better and easier. They did
lotsof household auctions, consign-
ment auctions, real estate auctions
and farm sales.

Her office moved three years ago
tothebuildingat 112W. 13th, which
she owns. It has six apartments up-
stairs and one next to her office.
Thereisabeauty shop and thedonut
shop plusan empty spaceonthecor-
ner which used to be avideo store.

Overtheyearssheand her husband
were involved in Kansas Auction
Associationthestateauctionassocia
tion and Kansas Association of Re-
ators.

Shesaid after hedied shekept go-
ing to the conventions, and feelsthe
auction people are more open and
family friendly. Sheis president of

the Goodland Board of Realtorsand
amember of theK ansasA ssociation
of Realtors, and the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors.

Sheis amember of the Board of
Directorsfor the state realtors asso-
ciation. She awards an annual “new
auctioneer” scholarship in Curt’'s
memory eachyear at theauctioncon-
vention.

Her daughter, Cynthia, isinter-
ested in going to auction school to
learn to do auctions for her social
work career.

She is active in her church
Emmanuel Lutheran, and serves as
the treasurer. She works with Mary
Porterfield for American Field Ser-
vices, and is treasurer for the adult
chapter of AFS. She remembers
when her family hosted aforeign ex-
change student from Norway.

Sheisamember of ThetisClubin
Goodland, and an active Stephen
Minister in her church.

For hobbiesshelovesflowers. She
said Lou Spinney, master gardener
and neighbor, plantsher garden, and
shedoestheflowers.

Sheis aBroncos fan. Loves to
travel, reading, playing onthelnter-
net and playing with her dog Molly.
She enjoys collecting and auctions,
and the company of family and
friends.

Charlene Cole and Gordon Becker checked out the screen door that leads up to the apartments. Arecent
high wind sprung the door, and Becker was taking the glass pieces out so no one would be cut.

Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Star-News

“Offering full family services”
featuring mens clipper cuts
Nioxin, Redkin, American
Crew, Wella and OPI

Tuesday - Friday

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday
8 a.m. to noon ¢

212 E. 17th, Goodland, Kan. i
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Master Barber and Stylist

Cynthia Bohl
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202 Willow Road A
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Sandy Vasquez

Diane WoRkmaAN

Many thanks to our wonderful staff

Standing: Jacque Schields, Shellie Gausman, Denise Archer,
Leslie Beims. Seated: Marcia Emig and Ericka Wieck

Vignery & Mason, L.L.C.

214 E. 10th
Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 890-6588

For all your legal needs:
Family, Corporate, Trial, Real Estate, Water, Criminal Law,
Workmen’s Comp., Probate, Trusts, Estate Planning
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