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from our viewpoint...

Senate rules fight
a schooyard tussle

Well, thekidsareat it again.
Kids. Asin United States Senators.
Yes, United States Senators.

party talksanother’s proposalsto death.

sion camerashasadifferent view asto what isinvolved.
jority, 50 plus1.

out.

change.
How disgusting.

that.
But then wethink hedoes. It’'sthe senatorswho don't.
Should we mention term limits?—Tom Dreiling

where to write

They arefighting over aproposed change in Senaterules as
they relateto filibustering — that ages-old tactic whereby one

Wearen't surethat even the senatorsthemsel vesfully under-
standwhat isgoing on. Each senator who goesbeforethetel evi-

All weknow at thistimeisthat the Democratsare sticking to
their gunswhento comestofilibustering President Bush'sjudi-
cial nominees. Their fightin’ cousins, the Republicans, want to
changetheruleto prohibit thetactic. Andinstead of therequired
67 votesnecessary to cut off afilibuster, they want asimplema-

The Republicans enjoy a slim majority in the United States
Senate, and should acoupl e of Republicansjointhe Democrats
in retaining the filibuster rule as it stands, chances are good it
would end up in a50-50 tie. en Vice President Dick Cheney
would cast thedeci ding vote, andyouknow how that woul d come

Former Senatemajority leader and presidential candidateBob
Dolecautioned hisparty awhileback to givethought tothat day
whenthe Republicanswon’t bein control. When that happens,
they would be hung by a situation they created with thisrule

The average American going about hisdaily responsibilities
see this as nothing more than political garbage, and how right
they are. Our senatorsareactinglikekidsinaplayground scuffle.

Thepresident, whoever thepresidentisat any giventime, isn't
alwaysgoingtoget what hewants. And President Bush, asstub-
born as any we' ve ever had in that office, needsto understand
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I’m curious how words and phrases start

| don’t know about you, but I’ m often curi-
ousabout wordsand phrases, how they origi-
nated, when they cameinto use.

Here are some I’ ve discovered from my
reading. Somearevery old and at least oneis
Very new.

1. Buck — “A deer hide, or buck skin, had
been the medium of exchange with the Indi-
ansfor years. A buck had cometo mean adol-
lar.” LuceSt. Clair Robson, WalkinMy Soul.

2. Bonfire—* Asthedaysgrew longer, we
carriedthelast gnawed of winter out of thefort
topileonthebone-fire, whichwould beasac-
rificing of the old, acleansing and aprepara-
tionfor thenew.” Morgan LIywelyn,

3.Honeymoon—** Takeyour wifetowhat-
ever private place you have prepared for her
and celebrate together until the honey moon
wanes.” Following marriage, eachnew couple
wastraditionally givenacask of mead, which
was honey wine, to drink, and whatever re-
mained of the Beltaine (thefirst day of May,
according totheold Scottish calendar) moon,
they wereallowedtobeal onetogether.” Mor-
gan Llywelyn, Druids.

4. Originof nursery rhyme: “ The Eagle (an
English pub) is where an old nursery rhyme
comesfrom. Yearsago, City Road (onwhich
thepubwaslocated) usedto betheheart of the
tailoringtrade, andtowardtheend of theweek,
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the tailors would find themselves short of
money, and they’ d put their pressing iron —
or weasel —into pawnuntil payday. So some-
onewrote anursery rhyme about it: *Up and
down the city road, In and out the Eagle,
That’stheway the money goes, Pop goesthe
weasel.” — Memoriesof Midnight by Sidney
Sheldon.

5. Nightmare — Nightmare “ goes back to
theMiddleEnglishnitz, or ‘ night,” and mare,
or ‘goblin.’ Theold superstitionisthat ispre-
fersto ride after four AM. — Memories of
Midnight by Sidney Sheldon.

6. Takeadive—“Whenyougotoa(home-
less) shelter, they tell you about God and for-
giveness and we' re all brothers and we want
to be saved. Then they ask anyone who be-
lievesin the good book to comeforward and
acknowledgehisMaker. Soyou get religion.
You run up, fall on your knees, and shout
something about being saved. That’staking a
dive.” Mary Higgins Clark, Loves Music,
Movesto Dance.

7. Blueplate special — “ A blue plate used
tobethespecia of theevening at acheapres-
taurant. Seventy-ninecentsbought youahunk
of meat, acoupleof vegetables, apotato. The
plate was sectioned to keep the juices from
runningtogether.” Mary HigginsClark, Loves
Music, Movesto Dance.

8. Jailin’ or baggin' — “Hisred-and-white
pinstriped underwear was visible above the
waistband (of histrousers). Thelook isin-
spired by thefact that aprisoner’sbeltistaken
away injail, tendingtomakethetrousersdroop
and the underwear be accentuated.” James
Patterson in Jack and Jill.

I’'msureif | were* up” onall thelatestwords,
| would have many more examples. Some of
them probably originate from sources| don't
want to know, and | probably wouldn’t want
tousein my everyday conversations.

Recently a grandparent told me her grand-
childwasvisitingandwantedtolistentoloud
musicontheTV. Unableto standthenoise, the
grandparent switched the TV to Closed
Captioning. Shewashorrifiedtoread thelyr-
icsher grandchildfound so appealing. Maybe
moreparentsand grandparentsshouldtry that
technique.

Languageisconstantly changing. | wishas
we “progress’ it would be toward goodness.
Maybe our language would do the same.

Social Security won't pass as a mandate

By Dick Morris

House Ways and Means Committee Chair- |,

man Bill Thomas, R-Calif., said it best when
he commented on President Bush's proposal

for progressive indexing of Social Security |5 - =

benefits:

“1 know some rich people, and if you ask
themwhether they would rather haveatax in-
crease or their (Social Security) benefits cut,
they’ll immediately say, ‘ Cut the benefits.””

WEell, Congressman, let’sask them, shall we,
instead of making the decision for them, as
Bush has proposed in his Social Security re-
form program. If we offered people a choice
— lower benefits or high taxes— Thomasis
correct that most of thosewhose benefitswill
becut under theBush programwouldratify the
choi cethepresident hasmadefor them. But by
takingit out of their handsand making there-
ductioninbenefitsmandatory, Bushhandsthe
Democrats an argument that can slay hispro-
posal.

For those who are on the lower end of the
earnings spectrum, it istrue that a choice be-

from other
pens

® commentary

By casting the issue as he has through his
program of mandatory progressiveindexation,
Bush hasignored the history — and the my-
thology — of Social Security. When FDRfirst
proposed the system, it was clearly awelfare
programbecausetherewerenoreservesinthe
systemto pay for benefitstoanybody. It wasa
simpletransfer of money fromonegeneration
to the next — or, in this case, from borrowed
money totheel derly. But Roosevelt embedded
deeply in our culture and national psychethe
concept that, in subsequent years, Social Se-
curity would be auniversal savings plan, re-
quired by thegovernment, in which each per-
son saved for hisor her retirement.

Of course, inflation has made amockery of
thisidea. Inreality, Socia Security isnot much

tween acut in benefitsor ariseintaxesisa morethan anintergenerational transfer of in-

choice of poisons. They cannot afford to live
on what they now make and cannot save for
retirement either. So the choice boilsdown to
poverty now or poverty later.

But Bush could and should offer them the
choice of postponing retirement to keep ben-
efitsat their current level. The savings added
to the system that would come from alogical
postponement of retirement would beimpor-

come. Thecomingthreat tothesolvency of the
system underscores thisfact. When the earn-
ings of the young drop, because of their de-
creased population, the elderly will suffer
without afurther subsidy.

Yet just becauseitisn’'t truethat Social Se-
curity isasavingsprogramwherepeoplesave
for their own retirement doesn’'t makeit sac-
rosanct. Thereason FDR conceived of the po-

tant asasupplement to theamount saved by a litical justification for the program as he did

cut in benefitsto thewell-off.

was precisely so that the likes of George W.

Bush would have a hard time dismantling it.
By giving everyonetheimpressionthat it was
their own money coming back tothemin ben-
efits, hemadeit politically impractical to cast
Social Security asthe welfare program it re-
alyis.

Bush must be more respectful of the place
of this myth in the minds of the voters. They
will accept voluntary optionsin how to spend
“their” money in the trust fund, but they will
not letthepresident cast the programasonefor
thepoor based on national largesseasopposed
toauniversal program whose foundation lies
inthesimplelogic of giving peopleback their
ownmoney.

Bush cannot challenge the Rooseveltian
legacy so overtly. Itisonly by giving people
the choice of how to spend the money they
think they havesavedinthesystemthat hecan
escape the attacks that would doom his pro-
gram and would torpedo its more important
contribution — that of a partial privatization
of thesystem.

Bush needsto depart from the dogmaof so-
cial engineering, where his academic panel
decideswhat isgood for people, and embrace
his party’s historic commitment to individual
choice, where people decide for themselves
what they want their own futureto be.

George W. Bush: Take it from a former
Democrat — you haveto becomeabetter Re-
publican!

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. Look for Dick's new book “ Be-
cause He Could” about Bill Clinton. ® 2005
Dick Morris, All Rights Reserved.
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