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Whitney Dautel, 17, got checked out by Emergency Medical Technician Bruce Gleason (left) for a
possible neck injury after she was in a car accident Thursday morning. Her father, John, watched to
Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

make sure Whitney was OK.
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Seatbelt protects teen
frominjuryinroll over

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Whitney Duatel was on her way
to school Thursday morning.
MarilynHefner wastakingthesce-
nic routeto work.

That changedwhentheir pickups
collided at 13th and Sherman, in
front of theCathoic church, flipping
Duatel’svehicleand sendingitroll-
ing down 13th.

Just before 8 am. Thursday, po-
lice said, Dautel, 17, was heading
east on 13th toward school when
Hefner’s truck hit the passenger
side of her 1987 Ford Ranger.
Dautel was tossed around the cab
whenitrolled oneand ahalf times,
landingonit'sside.

After acheckover by emergency
medical technicians, she refused
medical careandwasstandingatthe
scene.

Hefner, 46, said she was headed
north on Shermaninher 1999 Ford
F150 to work at High Plains Men-
tal Health. She said thesmall, blue
truck “came out of nowhere.”

“1 didn’t seeit at al,” she said,
“until my pickupwashitting hers.”

Hefner said when she got out of
her pickup, shesaw theother driver
wasn’t moving.

Debra Raymer said she saw the
truck roll from down the street.

When she madeit to the scene, she
said, Dautel was still in the truck
and looked hurt.

“She was just as pale as pale
couldbe,” Raymer said.

Shesaid at first, shewasn’t sure
what was happening, but she knew
something was wrong when it
landed with the tires were facing
west.

“| thought, ‘ Those tires are fac-
ing me, and that’s not right,”” she
said.

Kansas Highway Patrol Lt.
KevinWinston explained the acci-
denttoHefner, sayingwhenatruck
ishitwhereit was, thechancesof a
rollover are high. He said hitting a
truck right at the back tire liftsthe
back axleand sidesit over.

“Thenit'sjust physics,” hesaid,;
thetruck just naturallyrolls.“1f you
weretrying to roll it, you couldn’t
have hit abetter spot.”

The truck’s top was crushed,
breaking the windows and wind-
shield.

“Youcanfixiron,” Winstonsaid,
adding that it's harder to fix some-
onewho hasbeen hurt.

He said Dautel must have been
wearing a seat belt, and witnesses
agreed.

“It would have been a different
kind of accident (otherwise),” he

said.

“1 just thank Godthat shehad her
seat belt on,” Hefner said.

Coleen Dautel, Whitney’s
mother, said when sheheard ambu-
lances, she just knew her daughter
wasintrouble.

“1 aready knew it was her when
they called,” shesaid.

Hefner asked if ColeenwasOK.

“I"'mfineaslongasyouare,” she
said, and thetwo embraced.

“Shescared 10yearsoff my life,”
Hefner said.

Hefner’s car escaped with only
minor damaged, somescratcheson
the grill of her truck. She said her
airbag didn’t even deploy.

“I"'m fine, physically,” she said,
adding things might change when
the shock wearsoff. “ It could have
been alot worse.”

Hefner said beingintheaccident
wasunreal, likeamovie.

Theintersectiondoesn’t haveany
stopsigns.

“That'swhy | don’t like alot of
these streets that don’t have stop
signs,” said Raymer.

Hefner said she prefers to stay
away from the uncontrolled inter-
sections, too, but had extratimethis
morning andtook a“ scenicroute.”

“1 never come down thisstreet,”
she said.

Denver man sentenced after high-speed car chase

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

What do you get whenyoutry to
run down three police officersand
|ead them on ahigh-speed chaseon
[-70?

Caught.

Injail.

Facingupto30monthsinprison.

Anthony JoseMartinez, 19, Den-
ver, pleaded guilty in Sherman
County District Court last week to
aggravated assault on alaw en-
forcement officer, alevel 6 person
felony, after an attempt to evade
policein Marchlanded himinjail.

Master Trooper Richard Hag-
eman of theK ansasHighway Patrol
said the pursuit started when he
clockeda2003 Fordpickupdriving
83 mph on |-70 eastbound near
milepost 6 about 11:40 a.m. Tues-
day, March 29.

Martinez, who was behind the
wheel of the pickup, later found to
be stolen, started to flee as soon as
hesaw thepatrol car, Hagemansaid.

“Weknew it wasstolenabout two
milesinto the chase,” hesaid, add-
ing that the pickup had been stolen
in Colorado.

Sincethepatrolmanwasheading
west, he had to turn his car around.
As he turned, he said, he noticed
Martinez speed up and he started
after him.

The chase led to Caruso, where
Martinez | eft thefreeway. Hageman
said he passed the stop sign at the
bottom of the exit ramp and re-en-
tered the highway heading east.

“He blew right through the stop
sign,” hesaid.

The chase continued to the west
Goodland exit, where Hageman
had radioed ahead for Trooper

of the Kansas Highway Patrol.

out infront of the suspect.

ing thesmall pointy stakes.

letsout.”

Thedevice, about 9feetlong, isset upwitharope
whichtroopersusetothrow it outintotheroad. The
spikeslandintheoppositeditch, waitingtobejerked

“Wetry to surprisethem,” Hageman said.
Troopersnormally wait until theroad isclear so
no other vehiclesrun over the spikes, he said.
“We' vegot to keep our eyesopen,” hesaid.
Thespikesaremadewithabacking material hold-

Hageman said each spikeisasmall hollow spear
roughly aninchlong, longenoughtogetintothetire
tread. Hesaid the spikepushesupintothetirelikea
nail and then breaks off of the backing.

“It doesn’'t pop them,” he said. “The tire slowly

Officers use road spikes to stop chases

In ahigh-speed chase, officers commonly use
road spikes, saysMaster Trooper Richard Hageman

guardrail.

every-day item.

Hesaid each spikeiswrappedinacardboard con-
tainer that looks like atriangle. The spikes aren’t
visibleuntil someonerunsover them.

Eachhighway patrol vehiclehasaset of thespikes
stored ontheundersideof thetrunk lid. Hesaidthey
arestoredinasock inthreepiecesand troopersjust
pull on two cordsto get them.

The spikesusually work, he said, but sometimes
peopl etry toevadethem. Whenthat happens, troop-
ers— who have to stay nearby — can get hit, but
they try to be prepared.

“We're trained to position ourselvesin a place
where we can't be hit,”

Thespikesareoneof thebest toolsfor stoppinga
speeding vehicle safely, he said, but they aren’t an

“Wedon't usethem alot,” said Hageman. “It’s
justinapursuit.”

he said, such as behind a

BryonWilsonto set up road spikes
at the bottom of the ramp.

“You can’t outrun theradio,” he
said.

Wilsonhad closeddownK-27, so
there weren't any other driversin
danger, not that there were many
driverson the highway.

“Trafficwasreally pretty light,”
hesaid.

When Martinez saw the spikes,
he said, he swerved left to avoid
them.

When he turned, Hageman said,
Martinez tried to hit Wilson, who
was standing outside of his patrol
car.

Martinez lost control of the sto-
len pickup, he said, and spun
around, coming to arest facing
south on K-27.

Kansas Lottery warns
of bogus e-mail scam

E-mails saying you have won
$2.5 million from the Kansas L ot-
tery areturning up acrossthe state,
but don’t get too excited if you get
one.

Officialssay it’sjust ascam.

Thereisno “e-mail lottery” in
Kansas.

And if you send money to
“claim” your prize, you'll likely
never seeit again.

The Kansas L ottery iswarning
people to beware of this e-mail
scam, wheretherecipientistold he
or she “has won the sum of $2.5
million in an e-mail lottery draw,

correction

organized by the Kansas L ottery.”

“The Kansas Lottery has re-
ceived inquiries from people who
have received this same e-mail,”
said Keith Kocher, an assistant at-
torney general, “wonderingif they
have really won something. The
answer, unfortunately, is‘no.’ This
is definitely ascam. Thereisno
suchthingasane-mail lottery draw
inKansas. Infact, itwouldbeille-
gal.” Theboguse-mail urgesthere-
cipient to start an account so the
“prizemoney” can be deposited.

Deposits go into the scammer’s
pocket.

Inthe M atters of Record section
on Page 8aof theMay 13 edition of
TheGoodland Sar-News, thename
of Donald K. and Elaine
Schwendener wasmisspelled. This
wasareporting error.

111

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
porterrors. Wewant tokeepanac-
curate record and appreciate you
calling to our attention any failure
toliveuptothisstandard.

“Wethought it was going to end
right there,” Hageman said.

When the pickup stopped, Mar-
tinez turnedtowardsHageman, but
swerved at thelast minute, missing
the patrol car.

Hageman said Martinez went
intotheditch and then headed back
onto |-70 eastbound.

“1 continued pursuit with Trooper
Wilson and (Sherman County
Sheriff’s) Deputy Burton Pianalto,”
hesaid.

Again the radio trapped Mar-
tinez, asLt. Kevin Winston set up
spikes at the east Goodland exit.
Hageman saidthesespikeswereset
acrosstheeastbound lanesin an at-
temptto prevent Martinezfromget-
ting away.

As the pickup approached the
sticks, hesaid, instead of giving up
thechase, Martinez took the shoul -
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der and attempted to hit Winston.

Hageman said, luckily, Winston
was on the other side of the guard
rail, butthepickupcamevery close.

“He was able to squeeze by and
keep going,” he said. “He did not
hurt thevehicle.”

As the pickup sped away from
town, Hageman said, hepassed an-
other vehicleontheright side.

“He clipped the other car’s mir-
ror,” hesaid.

At Edson, Martinezleft thehigh-
way for the third time and then re-
entered on the other side.

Hageman said Trooper Andrew
Schippersused theconstructionon
a bridge at milepost 31 to set up
morespikes. Hesaidsinceonelane
is closed for the bridge construc-
tion, Martinez didn’t have any-
wheretogo.

“As soon as he saw the orange
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signs,” Hageman said, “he hit the
brakes.”

Martinez hadalready reduced his
speed, but hitting thebrakesforced
thepickuptorall.

Hageman said the truck rolled
onceinto themedian.

“It was a slow-speed roll,” he
said.

Martinez wastrying to get out of
thetruck, Hageman said, but hewas
pinned by the crushed metal and
surrounded by officers.

The pickup wastotaled, he said,
but all five officers escaped the
chaseunharmedwithnodamageto
any vehicles.

Hageman said hehad never seen
any pursuit quitelikethisone.

“He kind of took the cake,” the
trooper said. “He wastalking on a
cell phonetheentiretime.”

The man wastaken to the Good-
land hospital, then flown to
Wichita, where he was treated and
released. By Thursday, March 31,
hewasback inthe Sherman County
Badtille.

Martinez originally was facing
eleven charges: fleeing or attempt-
ing to elude alaw enforcement of -
ficer alevel 9 felony, three counts
of aggravated assault on alaw en-
forcement officer alevel 6 felony,
aggravated battery an unclassified

felony, obstruction of legal process
or official duty, possession of sto-
len property valued over $500 &
level 9felony, driving under thein-
fluence of alcohol or drugs aclass
B misdemeanor, recklessdriving
classC misdemeanor, drivingwith-
out alicenseaclassB misdemeanor
and possession of asimulated con-
trolled substanceor drug parapher-
naliaaclassA misdemeanor.

Under apleaagreement, Martin-
ez and hisattorney Scott Showalter
entered apleaof guilty tooneof the
aggravated assault chargesin Sher-
man County District CourtonMon-
day, May 16.

District Judge Jack Burr asked if
Martinez wasawareof therightshe
wasgiving up with the plea.

“Yes,” hesaid.

BurrsaidMartinezisfacingfrom
17to46 months; jail timeandafine
of anywhere from $100,000 tc
$300,000 depending on his crimi-
nal history.

Showalter said Martinez has an
extensive criminal history, and he
would like the sentence capped at
30months. Burr acceptedtheguilty
plea.

Hageman said he suspects Mar-
tinez ran from the police because
thevehiclewasstolenandhedidn’t
haveadriver’slicense.
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3060 or 899-7464.

802 Grand
This neat 2 bedroom, brick ranch home has newer oak cabinets,
refinished hardwood floors in living-dining rooms and both bedrooms,
newer floor coverings in the bath and kitchen. Has central air and
heat and includes the kitchen appliances. Outside you will find newer
storm doors and windows and gutters. The property includes a 20x26’
detached garage. All situated on a corner lot and reasonably priced
at $55,000. Call Rose Koggie to make your appointment at 899-

802 W. 13th

Remodeled 2 + 2 bed-
room, 2 bath Bungalow
home. It sits on a large
150 x 140’ lot and in-
cludes a detached ga-
rage with lots of work
and storage space. This
home has lots of poten-
tial and is reasonably
priced at $44,500. Call
Rose Koggie at 899-

3060 or 899-7464.

GOODLAND
Tom Harrison, Owner
Broker/Auctioneer
785-443-0136
114 West 12th » Goodland, KS
785-899-3060
Fax: 785-899-3100
Rose Koggie Assoc. Broker
785-899-7464
Mary Huckins Sales Associate
785-890-2718

Homeland listings!

DO...CALL!!

M ake an appointment to see any of our fine

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL

Check out our new web page at
www.goodlandnet.
com/homeland
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