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from our viewpoint...

Moran's choice
benefits our district

Jerry Moran’ sdecisionto, at thistime, seek another
termintheU.S. Houseof Representativeand bypass
ashot at the governor’s office next year, was prob-
ably inhisand hisdistrict’ sbest interest.

Rep. Moran, amember of Congresssince 1997, is
probably thebest knownof al politiciansinthestate.
After all hisdistrict — the huge First district — in-
cludes69 of the state’s 105 counties.

TheMoran nameisahousehold word.

His decision to stay put is somewhat of ablow to
the Republican’s hopes of unseating current Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius. With Moran out of theracethere
iscertaintobeaflurry of filingsfor that job and when
that happens—likeit happenedinour last guberna-
torial race — the GOP beat itself up so badly that
Sebeliuswasabletowaltz into office.

Had Moran moved toward astab at thegovernor’s
chair, there would have been no primary battle. No
bloodshed.

Rep. Moranisarespected and influential member
of theU.S. House. Heisoneof thosepoliticiansthat
few people — Democrat as well as Republican —
takeissue with. He'sgot away with those he repre-
sents. And despitehaving oneof thelargest district’s
intheentirecountry, Rep. Moran still getsaround to
see“thefolks.”

Itisour belief that M oran’ sdecisionto seek another
term asour representativeisbeing madefor another
reason: theU.S.. Senate. One of thesedays— afew
sort years— Sen. Pat Robertswill gointoretirement
and who could dlip into his shoes better than Rep.
Moran?

Something to think about. — Tom Dreiling

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes
letters from readers. Letters should be typewritten, and
must include a telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form letterswill be
rejected, aswill letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length and good taste. We encourage letters,
with address and phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-
news@nwkansas.com>.
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. KANSAS GLOP OFFICIALS
GAID THEY'D PREFER
NOT TO HAVE
A HEATED 2006
GUBERNATORIAL
PRIMARY...

WE CAN WIN
IF W& JUaT
STAY UNVFIED.
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Our congratulations to Goodland High
School seniors, who received their diplomas
Saturday, and to the Technical Collegegradu-
ates, who got theirs Friday.

They have reached amilestonein life, and
headintothefuturewiththeidealismof youth
and the promise of unlimited possibilities.

Thefutureisasbright today asitwas38years
ago whenwesat in ahot community building
wishing the high school graduation speaker
would bequick.

Therewasawar goingon acrossthePacific,
and we had just registered for the draft.

Goingtocollegewasour first choice, andwe
choseto stay ahomeand attend thelocal com-
munity collegefor thefirst two years. A four-
year stintintheU.S. Navy camenext, withtrips
to the west and east coasts, and 13 months at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

The one constant was our plan to return to
the hometown to work in the family newspa-
per business. After returningto collegefor two
years, we did return to the home county, and
—withthehel pof our family — becamenews-
paper owners.

Plansdon’t alwayswork out. Peoplechange,

YOU ARE REFERRING

TO REPUBLICANS
WITH RE2UBLICANS...
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circumstances change and suddenly what ap-
peared to bethelifelong dream took aradical
turn. Through all the changes and turmoil,
working injournalism continuesto bethe ca-
reer of choice.

Looking back, there are afew choices that
might have been different, but there are few
regretsfor how the years have gone. Talking
tosomeclassmates, most would not changethe
paths of their lives since high school. Many
returnedtothehometowntoraisefamilies,and
becomemembersof thebusinesscommunity.

Today’sstudentsdon’t havetoworry about
adraft, despitethefact the country hastroops
fightinginforeignlands. Military servicecon-
tinuesto be an option, and with theincreased
technology, there are plenty of educational
opportunitiesin the different branches of the
service.

For thosegraduating fromhighschool, there
is the opportunity to stay close to home and
attend the Technical College or Colby Com-
munity College.

Those who go onto college will find it an
expanding experience, and they may change
their minds about what they want to do more
than oncebeforecompletingthejourney toget
their degree.

Coming back to the hometown isan option
graduate ought to consider. There are oppor-
tunitiestobeexplored, and despitewhat many
believe, thereare many good jobs here.

Theopening of theAdronicElrobplant last
week is great news for Goodland, and a step
forward in the employment picture. Plansto
continue expansion of the production lines
through the summer will bring more jobs and
hopefully start atrend of bringing familiesto
thecity.

Wewishthebesttoall thegraduatesasthey
begin their next journey, whether it isinto
higher education or into thework force.

Asyoutravel downlife'spath, look around
you, for opportunity may be closer to home
than you think.

Cooking for that special family picnic

COLUMBIA,S.C.—For Mother’sDay, | got
to do something | love and don't often get to do
— cook, and feed my children.

| enjoy trying new recipesand makingtheold
standbys, but since I’ ve been on a diet thislast
year, withjust Steveand meat homel seldom get
the chanceto do morethan warm up leftovers.

Sunday, however, wewerein South Carolina
visiting our youngest daughter, agraduatestudent
at theuniversity there.

When she was home for Christmas, | fixed
everyonefried chicken, andwhenwewereplan-
ningour triptothe South, shesaid shewanted me
tomakefriedchickensoweall,includingher new
boy friend, could goonapicnic.

What did | need?

Well, | said, it doesn’t take much — chicken,
flour, oil andafrying pan. At homel usean elec-
tric skillet, I told her, but any frying pan will do.

Oops. Therewasnofryingpan. Shedidn'thave
one. Her boyfriend didn’t haveone. Evenher sis-
ter, who ismarried and only lives an hour away
inAugusta, Ga., didn’'t have one.

Brad, the boyfriend, must havereally wanted
that fried chicken. Hewent out and bought anew
electric skillet.

Therest of the menu was potato sal ad, bread-
and-butter sandwiches and carrot and celery
strips.

Westopped by thestoreafter churchandpicked
up the chicken, potatoes, bread, celery and car-
rots. Wewereready to cook.

The potatoeswere small so | figured I'd boil
them whole, because they say that is better for
you. Since | usually figure on 20 to 30 minutes
for potato chunck, | estimated an hour to boil the
potatoes, thenanother 30 minutestol et them cool
and put the potato sal ad together.

The chicken takes an hour, so | put the pota
toes on while Brad screwed the legsin the new
skillet and put thelid together.

| added oil and got my chicken piecesout and
ready to gointo theflour.

Then | checked the potatoes.
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haynes
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Good grief. They were almost done. They’'d
been onfor lessthen 20 minutes.

| quickly moved them off the heat and started
frying chickenlikemy lifedepended oniit.

| soon had the chicken ready, plus the potato
salad and even mashed potatoes and gravy, as|
found out that Brad doesn’t like mayonnai se but
loves mashed potatoes.

Therest of the crew buttered the bread and

dappedthedicestogether for thesandwichesand
packed upthepicnic.

Wewere off.

Inthepark, | confessedtothetoo-quickly done
potatoesand youngest daughter assured methat
it took her amonthtolearnto cook at nearly sez
level. Shesaid after her cooking stuff arrived, she
burned everything for amonth.

What about before her stuff arrived, | asked.
Oh, shesaid. It took most of amonthfor themov-
ingvantoget from Kansasto South Carolinaanc
she slept on the floor in a sleeping bag and ate
ramen noodles out of the cup.

Now, | know why | have thisurgeto feed my
children.
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JEDI ISIKOFF, YOU MUST LEARN TO KNOW
THE DARK SIDE OF THE SOURCE...
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HELLO, MRS. FEENY.
HOW ARE Y¥OD?

www.garfield.com
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