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from our viewpoint...

State tax decisions
cast as good vs. evil

Bleeding-heart writersin Topekaliketo cast it asa
good-versus-evil sort of thing.

You might, too.

The miserly Legislature has refused to raise taxes,
they say, and state serviceswill suffer.

Asfar asit goes, that’strue.

TheL egidature, controlled by conservativesappalled
by thegrowth of stategovernment, hassaid“ enough.”

It'srefusedtoraisetaxes, forcing ustotakestock and
decidewhat’simportant.

Thefactsareappalling.

Inthelast 40 years, the state budget hasgrown from
$527,000millionto$11.8billion. Evenwhenyoutake
inflation into account, the growth is more than qua-
druple.

That’salot of government, alot morethan many Kan-
sanswant or need.

And by forcing usto eval uate state spending and set
somepriorities, theL egislatureisdoingusareal favor.

Taxesarehigh enough. Somewould say they’ restill
too high, despite cutsin the Bill Graves era. But they
areunlikely togo up, notinthisLegidature.

Andthat isnot abad thing.

Taxesarelittlemorethanalegalized way of stealing.
They’ renot charity and they’ renot voluntary. It'sim-
portant that they be spent only for vital public causes.

Whenastate’ sspending quadruplesinfour decades,
someoneshoul d beaskingwherethemoney went. State
programs have multiplied. They liveforever, feeding
onthebuilt-inlobby created by thosewho benefit from
the program,: the employeesand the clients.

Theonly way to stop thisisto limit tax growth, and
the Legidlature seesthat.

At this point, no one is talking about cutting state
spending, mind you. Just limiting growth. That alone
isdifficult asheck.

But in electing this Legidature, that's clearly what
the people of Kansasasked for. Priorities.

SchoolsremainNo. 1.

Roadsand collegesare close behind.

Welfare has ever-increasing demands, but must be
limited.

Citiesand countieswon't get any more* revenueshar-
ing” fromthestate.

Andtherest of thegovernment will haveto settlefor
the crumbs.

Andnoneof thatisall bad, atleast not if you' reatax-
payer.— Steve Haynes
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A fewlthing's from the ‘funny’ folder

| don’t know about you, but | am constantly
writing down thingsthat | read — especialy
things| think arefunny or interesting.

| havequiteafol der of them; thefol der needs
to be cleaned out. So | thought I’ d just share
someof theitemswith you:

“When | wasyoung, we used to go ‘ skinny
dipping.” Now I just ‘chunky dunk.”” From
ane-mail.

“Wouldn'tit beniceif whenever wemessed
upour lifewecouldsimply press* Ctrl Alt De-
lete’ and start all over?’ frome-mail.

“1 seeyour 1Q test results were negative.”
Unknown.

“Snowmenfall from heavenunassembled.”
Unknown.

“Daddidn’t ask alot of questionsor offer up
what my grandmother called* bubblesof hope,’
a statement that is as solid as a bubble.” We
heard | ots of them when my mother was sick:
She'sgoingtolick this, or everything’sgoing
tobeall right.”

“1 know that although we may never under-
stand it, thereisaplan, and though it may be
tracedin pain, intheendtherewill bejoy, and
it will be beautiful.” Donna VanLiere, The
ChristmasBlessing.

“When | stand before God at the end of my
life, 1 wouldhopethat | wouldnothaveasingle
bit of talent left, and could say, ‘| used every-
thing you gaveme.”” ErmaBombeck.

“Confidenceisapowerful magic.” Morgan
Llywelyn, Druids.

“Rocks thrown at the dead have a way of
bouncing back.” Morgan L1ywelyn, Druids.

A guy getssplattered by apassingbird, looks
upandsays,“ Fortherichyousing.” Lawrence
Sandersin McNally’s Secret.

“Heroin-chic” — description of fashion
models By English author, M.C. Beaton in
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AgathaRaisin and the Haunted House.

“With (his) imagination, heought tobewrit-
ing historical bodicerippers.” By Englishau-
thor, M.C. Beaton in Agatha Raisin and the
Haunted House.

InaTV interview, Disney executive Isner
said of recently fired Ovitz—*Hedid some-
thing that wassimply, somewhat despicable.”

“ A sow’sear. Ain’tyouever noticed?! know
you read your Bible. Seems like every time
God needssomebody for something, Hepicks
thelast mananybody’ d expect. If Hewantsto
makeasilk purse, He' Il start with asow’sear
every time. Like when He needed somebody
tokill awarrior giant, Hewent and got askinny
young'unwith arock. WhenHegot in afire-
building contest, hefirst wet theworld. When
Heneeded somebody towriteabunch of chap-
tersfor HisBook, He picked one of Hisworst
enemies.” W. Dale Cramer in Sutter’sCross.

“A few big dropsof rain splatted little mud
crowns in the dust of the yard.” W. Dale
Cramer in Sutter’s Cross.

“Hewasacloseoneinevery way. Closewith
anickel, close with a smile, close with his
words. If thegood L ord giveseach of usafor-
tune of words to spend from the day we get
born, Talbot Lucasdied adictionary million-
aire.” Fred Chappell in Farewell, I’'m Bound
toLeaveYou.

“Tabotand LittleMary werefated to stand
ontheunsilveredsideof themirror, soto speak.
Inthewaning moon. They had to besomecom-

forttoeachother, butthat part of their lifedidn’t
show. They were devoted to each other pretty
much as a matter of duty.” Fred Chappell in
Farewell, I’m Boundto Leave You.

“They chatted on awhilethereinthecorner
and Aunt Deliagathered asmuch personal in-
formation about the L ucasesasyou can carry
breezeinasoupspoon.” Fred Chappell inFare-
well, I’'m Boundto LeaveYou.

“Gossipisacurseonthecommunity. Butit's
such refreshment to the spirit, nobody canre-
sist. Well, actually some can. And what hap-
pens to them? Why, other people talk them
downsolow, themolescan’t sniff them.” Fred
ChappdlinFarewdll,|’mBoundtoL eaveYou.

“ She'sthefeisty kind of woman amarriage
name won't stick to any better than a crow
feather will attach to aturtle shell.” Fred
ChappdlinFarewell,I’mBoundtoL eaveYou.

“White noise = noise of the television.”
Francine Rivers, And the Shofar Blew.

“Enter. Here we dl live in a state of ambi-
tiouspoverty.” LuceSt.Clair Robson, Walkin
My Soul.

“Just wait, Billy; always hasten slowly.”
Day of Reckoning by Jack Higgins

| think thisis a contradiction in terms —
“GreatestArtistsof HardRock” (TV show).And
| guess| shouldendwith something upbesat. This
isan e-mail that cameto mealongtimeago:

“APOSITIVETHOUGHT — If God had a
refrigerator, your picturewouldbeonit. If He
had a wallet, your photo would be init. He
sendsyou flowersevery spring, and asunrise
every morning. Whenever you want to talk,
He'll listen. Hecouldliveanywhereintheuni-
verse, and Hechoseyour heart. What about the
Christmas gift He sent you in Bethlehem; not
to mention that Friday at Calvary. Faceit,
God’scrazy about you” (Unknown).

Short sleeves seem to be missing this year

Wherehaveall the short sleevesgone?

| spent theweekend shoppingin Denver, and
withintheconfinesof every storeweretopsof
all colors, shapesand sizes.

Materials varied from soft silk blouses to
everyday cotton T-shirtstrimmed with lace.

Each blousebeckoned tomefromtheracks,
but on inspection, they didn’t meet my sum-
mer wardrobe need.

| wason aquest for short sleeves.

Now, I ve got no problem with other types
of dleeves. I’ man equal opportunity shopper.

The three-quarter-length sleeve is actualy
quite nice on a breezy spring day, and long
deeveskeep mewarminthewinter.

But I’'m thinking about those hot summer
dayswherethe K ansassun steamstheearthto
levelsinexcessof 90 degrees.

Short sleeveswere on my mind.

Sure, tank tops lined tables and dangled on
hangers from spaghetti straps. They camein
every color, shapeand size, too. Theseranged
from cute halters with knots tied around the
neck to stiff starched button-ups.

But haveyouever ssenmeinnoseeves?Not
only is my skin the whitest of white, but do
peoplereally need to see that much skin?

Those cutetank topswere madefor atropi-
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cal vacation or aday inthe garden.

Of coursg, if | was blessed with Madonna's
arms, I’ d show them off. But I’'mnot, and I’d
liketo keep my limbsto myself, thank you.

| seethese piecesaslayering itemsto wear
under my (clearly non-existent) short-sleeved
shirt or jacket.

On my quest, | noticed the stores not
crammedwithtankswerefilledwithracksand
racks of three-quarter-length sleeved shirts.
Thevariousstylesstaredupat mefrombrightly
lighted displays. The manneguin, wearing a
summer skirt, completed her outfitwithacute
three-quarter-sleeve sweater set. Thelady on
the bright poster was donning a fancy mid-
length dleeved top.

Inmy two daysof non-stop shopping, | came
acrossthreeor four short-sleeved optionsand
| immediately snatched them up. | looked in
every corner of every storeand camecloseto

giving up.

At the final store of my shopping extrava-
ganza, | asked thelady behind the counter:

“Where haveall the dleevesgone?

“Aretiny tailors going through every ship-
ment of new clothesand loppingtheextrama:
terial out of shirts?

“Am | going crazy or isthe end of sleeves
uponus?’

Thelady calmly took my money andtold me
that these were just blouses, and next week
they’ll get afresh shipment of new styles.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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CI’HAT WAS MRS, FEEN‘D

WHAT'S ALL THIS ABOUT
HER CHIHUAHUA AND
PAPIER-MACHE ?

www.garfield.com
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