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Surgeon not coming In September; search resumes

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News
The search for asurgeon is back
on since hospitals in Colby and
Goodland got wordthat Dr. Vincent
Narcisoisnot comingin September.
CitizensMedical CenterinColby
and Goodland Regional Medical
Center had agreed to sharethe sur-
geonafter hefinishesaresidencyin
Wichita. Both had contracts with
him. Instead, he will be moving
closer tohisfather, wholivesincen-

tral Kansas.

In aletter to Scott Focke, man-
ager of Family Center for Health
Care, the Colby hospital’s clinic,
Narciso said heand hiswife Heidi
regretthat their planshavechanged.

“We have made the difficult de-
cision not to come to northwest
Kansas,” he said. “My family is
going through an extremely diffi-
culttimeafter therecent death of my
mother. Unfortunately, my father’s
healthisdeclining, and | have cho-

sentorelocatecloser tohim.”

Thehospitalshad been seeking a
surgeon to fill in until September
after Dr. Gregory Kim, an interim
surgeon, decidedinJanuary toleave
earlier than planned. No substitute
had been found, and the hospitals
had been preparingfor Dr. Narciso's
arrival in September.

It looked like it was going to be
finetowait, said Jay Jolly, adminis-
trator at the Goodland hospital, and
get thingsready. The hospital made

plans to buy equipment, he said,
based on Dr. Narciso’'s recommen-
dations of what is needed and will
still dothat. Thatisstill valuablein-
formationthat will hel pwithrecruit-
ment, Jolly said, not awasted effort.

The hospitals continue working
together tofind asurgeon, hesaid, and
thereare candidatesthey arelooking
at, though no onewho standsout yet.

“We don’t get excited,” Jolly
said, “ until someonesaysthey want
tocomeout and visit.”

Road repairs estimated at $10 million

ROADS, from Page la

cost initially, but save in the long
term. Weneedto start theprocess.”

“First we need to agree thisis
what we want to do,” said County
Commissioner Kevin Rasure, “and
talk tothe peopleabout what weare
planning.”

“We have time and need to edu-
catethepeople,” said County Com-
missioner Chuck Thomas. “ People
aretired of bad roads.”

“1 think most peoplearegoingto
be supportive,” Billinger said.

“Especidly if we give them the
figuresupfront,” said County Com-
missioner Mitch Tiede. “ All wecan
doisinvite the public to the meet-
ing. Wedon't know how many will
show up.”

Pickman saidthetotal cost of the
city street projectsis $3,169,000.
The streets are Caldwell from the

Eighth Street intersection north to
the bridge near the city airport;
Eighth Street from Cattletrail east
toD’LaoDrive; and 17+ Street from
therailroad crossingto Main.

Repairingthe33 milesof County
Road 64, known as old U.S. 24,
would cost about $5 million said
Curt Way, public works manager.
He said the cost would allow re-
moving the top three inches of as-
phalt and then doing a three-inch
overlay. The cost of removing the
three inches would be $395,000,
and the overlay would cost
$135,000 per mile for atotal of
$4,455,000.

Therepair of oldU.S. 24isthetop
priority for thecounty commission-
ers, who said the repair of Eight
Street west to County Road 14 and
from that intersection south to old
U.S. 24wouldbeanadditional cost.

Revenuesfromaone-half percent

sales tax would be about $560,000
ayear, and Dechant said it would
take20yearstopay for theprojects.

“That istoo long,” he said. “It
wouldn’tlastthat long. Onepercent
would be 10 years, and that seems
morereasonable.”

Pickman said the bond interest
ratewould probably bearoundfour
percent, and the engineering cost
would be 15 percent for design and
inspections.

Rasuresaid thecounty wouldtry
toget grantsif possible, but did not
feel there would be alot of help
available.

Tiede said the county would try
toput part of oldU.S. 24 inthefive-
year plan, but was not sure how
much would beavailable.

Both commissions agreed that
the salestax would sunset oncethe
projects are paid off. That could
takelesstimeif thesalestaxincome

goesup over thenext 10 years.

Pickman said when the main
projectsarecompl etedthecommis-
sionscoul d ask thepeoplefor aone-
quarter percent sales tax for main-
tenanceof thestreetsand roads. He
said it would be better to have the
money for repairs on an annual ba-
sisrather thanwaitingand havingto
hitthepeoplewithsuchalargecost.

Toget thesalestax processmov-
ing Dechant said hewould contact
Representative Jim Morrison, who
could carry the bill in next year’'s
legislative session to get state per-
missiontorai sethecounty salestax.
Once the agreement has been re-
ceivedfromthelegislaturethesales
tax question would be put on an
election ballot for the public to ap-
prove. That election could beaspe-
cial election early next spring, or
possibly be combined with the pri-
mary election next August.

Storm chasers, tornado filmmaker, blow into town

CHASERS, from Page la

don’t know anything on the spot,
but just collect datato be analyzed
|ater.

“We don’t even know what we
learned yet,” he said.

Inthepast threeyearsof working
on projects, Wurman said, they
havelearned alot about storms.

“We really have made major
jumpsinhow weunderstand severe
storms,” hesaid.

Every morning, Cumbo said, the
entire crew gets together for a
weather briefing. Hesaid they pick
where the storm |ooksthe best and
head out on theroad.

“ Sometimes nothing happens,”
hesaid.

Wurman saidthegroup seesator-
nado about oneinfour timesthey go
out.

“Qur* battingaverage’ isabout 25
percent,” he said adding a.250 av-
erageispretty goodin baseball.

This traveling circus gets atten-
tioneverywherethey gofrominter-
ested onlookers. Cumbo said they
stopped at aDairy Queen onenight
and got surrounded by 50 peopleall
firing questions.

Wurman said the Doppler trucks
have been out on the road since
1995, andwhilethey still attract at-
tention, most law enforcement of -
ficersrecognizethevehicles.

The storm chasers are based in
Hays, Cumbosaid, whichisthecen-
ter of the storm chasearea. Hesaid
they could head northto Rapid City,
S.D., and southto L ubbock, Texas.
Becauseof gasprices, hesaid, they
want to maketravel asinexpensive
asthey can.

Tuesday morning they were

Business
After

headed back northwest tointercept
storms, Wurmansaid. Althoughthe
areawasonly inamoderaterisk, he
hopedthey couldintercept astorm.

“It'saslow season,” Cumbo said
addingthey haveonly caught upwith
fivetornadoes so far this season.

Wurman agreed, sayingthey had
only caught five stormssofar.

The Doppler on wheelsis used
for hurricane research and studied
hurricanesFrancisandlvanlastfall.

Whileintown, Millam said, the
group visited the giant Van Gogh
Sunflower painting, and Wurman
saidthey atedinner at Hank’sCafe.

“They were all really nice,”
Millam said. “ They were a good
group.”
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normally fundstheresearch center.

The National Geographic docu-
mentary isexpectedtocomeout this
fall.

Wurman said more and more
people go out to chase storms for
fun, but they needto becareful . Al-
though he doesn’t mind when
people follow the Doppler trucks,
he said they should stay pretty far
back and understand the risks of
storm chasing.

“Becareful,” hesaid.

The hospital isn’t without surgi-
cal coverage, hesaid, sincesomeof
thespecialiststhat comefromDen-
ver perform surgeries. Dr. David
Younger is handling cesarean sec-
tion deliveries.

AndJolly saysheisconfident the
hospitalswill find asurgeon.

“As we resume the search for a
surgeon to serve thisregion,” he
said, “itisencouragingto know we
offer asurgical practiceopportunity
that can attract top candidates, as
evidencedby Dr. Narciso’'sorigina
decisiontolocate here.”

“Our areahasagreat deal tooffer,”
said Janice McCart, chief executive
officer at the Colby hospital. “The
future of health care in northwest
Kansas continuesto be bright asthe

number of available medical ser-
vicesand the addition of high-qual-
ity medical personnel increases.”

Jolly said heis disappointed not
tobeworkingwith Dr. Narciso, but
herealizesit isasituation that is
under no one’scontrol.

“We certainly respect his deci-
sion and wish him the best in what
promises to be a very successful
career,” Jolly said.

Fockesaidheisdisappointedthe
surgeon won’t be coming here, but
said Dr. Narciso hasagreed to help
fill the position.

“1’ve cometo know Dr. Narciso
over the last year through our re-
cruitment effort,” Focke said. “He
isafine young man and excellent
doctor.”

Memorial

MEMORIAL, from Page la

down about 4:30 p.m. on Mon-
day. The full-size flags will be
taken down in the afternoon and
carriedtotheVeteransof Foreign
WarsHall, 824 Main, wherevol-
unteerswill help refold them for

proper storage.
Most retail businesseswill be
closed on Monday for Memorial

Day, and al government offices
will be closed. The Goodland
Star-News will be closed. The
holiday will delay the Tuesday
edition, whichwill beprinted on
Tuesday anddeliveredinthemail
onWednesday.

Thehistory of Memorial Day,
originally called Decoration Day,
goes back over 130 years. Gen.
John Logan, national com-
mander of the Grand Army of the
Republic, in ageneral order on
May 5, 1868, proclaimedMay 30
as a day to honor the fallen sol-
diers, sailors and marines from
both sideswhofoughtintheCivil
War.

Theorder calledfor theplacing

Monday morning

Services

of flowersor other decorationson
the graves of those who died in
theservice.

After World Wer |, theday be-
gan to honor all Americanswho
diedintheserviceof their coun-
try. In 1966, President Lyndon
Johnson proclaimed Waterl oo,
N.Y., as the birthplace of Deco-
ration Day, which the next year
became Memorial Day.

The National Holiday Act of
1971 changed Memorial Day
from May 30to thelast Monday
in May as part of the program to
createthree-day weekends.

In January 1999, Sen. Daniel
Inouye of Hawaii introduced
Senate Bill 189, which callsfor
restoration of Memorial Day
back toMay 30. That April, Rep.
Jim Gibbons of Nevada intro-
duced the bill to the House. The
bill isstill incommittee.

In December 2000, the Na-
tional Moment of Remembrance
was established. Participationis
voluntary and informal; people
are asked to take aminute of si-
lenceat 3p.m.whereverthey are.
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Sat., July 2, 2005 - 8:00 p.m.
Sherman County Fairgrounds,
Goodland, Kan.
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Call 785-899-7130
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